Causal Analysis

1. Choose Topic

2. Brainstorm ideas related to topic

3. Choose best/preferred approach to topic (Based on your brainstorming)
e.g. teenage gambling – causes


- more disposable income


- media attention


-  make money


- thrill >> addiction


-  safer alternative to substances / sex

e.g. new SAT – effects


-  greater emphasis on writing in curriculum

  
-  directs writing curriculum


-  better writing skills

-  decline in vocab skills

-  cost increase- fewer repeat test takers              

4. Narrow causes OR effects – CHOOSE 3 of Either (Not both)
5. Choose logical order of  causes OR effects (Body paragraphs)

·  importance (most important at either at beginning or end)

· chronology (order of occurrence)

· dependence (interrelation of points)

6. Outline

Example:

Thesis -“X has the several causes” – word more sophisticatedly 


Cause #1 Main Idea that supports thesis

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

Cause # 2 Main Idea that supports thesis

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

Cause # 3 Main Idea that supports thesis

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

 



OR

Thesis-“X has the several effects” – word more sophisticatedly

Effect #1 Main Idea that supports thesis

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

Effect #2 Main Idea that supports thesis

· detail to support/explain

· de detail to support/explain

· tail to support/explain

Effect #3 Main Idea that supports thesis

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

· detail to support/explain

7. Rough draft – see “procedure for writing a brief essay”  and all handouts regarding writing  in writing section
Rubric / Due Dates for Preliminary Work = 1 literature quiz grade

*** ALL WORK MUST BE TYPED OR GRADE WILL BE HALVED

***Late work will receive the equivalent of a full grade reduction for each day late












Due Date   
 Poss. Points

1. Topic + 2 Causes and 2 Effects 





 Tues. 12/7

10 points


2. Outline – Thesis + EITHER 3 causes 

OR 3 effects, 2-3 supporting details for each


Fri. 12/10

20 points



3. Rough draft – 4-5 paragraphs NO Name anywhere

on paper; student number only




Mon. 12/20

40 points

4. Completed peer editing paper




       TBA________ 

15 points 

5. Final draft showing track changes 



       TBA________ 

15 points 
Final Draft Rubric  
Intro. (Attention Getter, Background, Thesis/Topic, etc.) 





(8) 

Conclus. (Recap, Commentary, Clincher, (possible thesis), etc.) 





(8)

Vocabulary  (Variety, Sophistication, Appropriateness)






(13)

Sentence Structure (Variety, especially sentence beginnings, 
Complexity, error-free)








(13)

Organization (Main Ideas clear and concise, Supporting Details
clear and concise, Order logical) 






(13)

Grammar, Spelling (Perfection)









(13)

Description (Relevance of information, Thoroughness of analysis, 

Writing style) 









(24)

Transition (Smooth links between and within paragraph)






(8)

** See Causal Analysis Peer Editing Sheet for more details

