ANCIENT CHINA (2000 B.C. – 770 A.D.)

1. POETRY 

A.   MOST REVERED ART FORM

B.    EXERCISE IN CONTEMPLATION

C.     FOCUS – NATURE, HARMONY, RELATIONSHIPS

D.     MEANS OF INSTRUCTION

E.    POETRY KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY FOR CIVIL  SERVICE

2.  RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY

A.  UNDERLYING PRINCIPLE OF ALL RELIGIONS 

i.  LIFE—A PROCESS OF CONTINUAL CHANGE BALANCED BY OPPOSING  FORCES 



ii. YIN - PASSIVE FEMININE FORCE



iii.  YANG – ACTIVE MASCULINE FORCE


iv.  EACH CONTAINS THE SEED OF EACH OTHER

A. CONFUCIANISM 

i. CONFUCIOUS (551-479 B.C.)

-FORMER CIVIL SERVANT WHO TAUGHT WHILE IN

    
EXILE

   ii.  CONFUCIUS’ RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY

-  DEALS MORE WITH SOCIAL MORALITY (VS. SPIRITUAL) 
-   BECOMES OFFICIAL STATE DOCTRINE DURING HAN 


DYNASTY (206 B.C. – 220A.D.)
   iii.    SIX CLASSICS 

-  BASIS FOR CONFUCIUS’S TEACHINGS

-   SWEEPING TEXT – HISTORY, RELIGION,

     MUSIC,  LITERATURE, ETC. 

-    CONFUCIOUS INTERPRETED AND COMMENTED ON
    iv.  EMBODIES THREE PRINCIPLES 


- YI- RIGHTEOUSNESS


-  MING- DESTINY

-  CHUNG YUNG – MODERATION

v.  ANALECTS  (“SELECTED SAYINGS”)
· COMPILATION OF CONFUCIUS’S TEACHINGS 

· WRITTEN BY C’S DECIPLES AFTER C’S DEATH
     B. TAOISM



i.  LAO-TZU – CONTEMPORARARY OF CONFUCIUS

       -   TAO – “THE WAY”

       -  MORE SPIRITUAL THAN PRACTICAL

        -  EMPHASIZED HARMONIZING ONESELF WITH

 UNIVERSE
· MEDITATION, INACTIVITY, WITHDRAWAL FORM SOCIETY >>> ONENESS WITH UNIVERSE

C. BUDDHISM

i. INTRODUCED TO CHINA FROM INDIA DURING

HAN DYNASTY (APPROX 200 B.C. – 200 A.D. 
ii. SUFFERING CAUSED BY HUMAN SELFISHNESS 

iii. RENUNCIATION OF DESIRE >>> PERFECT PEACE AND ENLIGHTMENT
