Namesake Part 1


The Namesake   PART  1

Part 1 Train wreck – Ashima’s father’s death

Directions: Respond to/complete the following, explaining the significance of each. 
1. Symbol(s)/connotation(s)-

2. Allusion(s)/significance(s)-

3. Motif(s)-

4- Pathetic fallacy- 

5. How does the train accident impact the direction of Ashoke’s life?

6. What is Ashoke’s father’s reaction to Ashima’s recitation of the Wordsworth’s poem that ends with “… a host of golden daffodils?

7. How does Ashima describe her experience of America in the letter she writes to her family?

8. What do Ashima and Ashoke remark (not in reference to the explanation of pet names and good names) when they decide to name their firstborn Gogol?
9. Compare  Ashima’s  and Ashoke’s reactions to little Gogol’s decision to be called by his pet name and his principal’s acceptance of that.

10.  What is Ashoke’s reaction to his [advisor] who dresses worse than a rickshaw driver, and his [department chair] who lives in a mansion and wears a used tie he bought for .50 cents? 

11.  What does Ashima say to Ashoke and Gogol as they walk on the jetty?
12. On the day of baby Sonia  is presented with  “a plate of her future,” what remarks does  Ashima’s  friend make  in response to the news that Gogol’s  good name will be Nikhil? 
