PERSIAN AND ARABIC LITERATURES

 Persian and Arabic Cultures quite _______________ yet linked by___________________




a. Persia – (modern _________)
b.  Arabia- (_______________ Peninsula)

PERSIA

     1. 1500 B.C. – Massive migration of Aryans from ____________________ 

2. 700 B.C. __________ migrants settled in Persis (Iran)>> gave name to ____________________
3. Early Religion 

a.  Aryan immigrants initially _________________ 

b.  700 B.C. Zarathustra introduced ____________________ 

1. two gods, one _______ one _______, 

2. official religion from c. 500 B.C. 

3.  Persians grouped into 4 castes (______________________ = highest)  

4.  Persians culturally _______________ – mixed with many other cultures 


a – Egypt, __________________, Mesopotamia, __________________ 

5. Literature

a.  oral tradition of _____________, fables, hero tales, histories, __________, ________________
b.  literature based on _______________________ scripture

ARABIA

1. 10th century B.C. _____________ and _______________ kngdms. flourished> Arabian Peninsula


a.  Gradually _____________________________

2.  4th century B.C. Arab society>> __________________ and ________________


a. no centralized power


b. “law” – ________________ organizations of extended _______________-
     3.  Culture


a. prized ________________, cunning, daring, and _________________


b. accomplished ____________________ and ________________  


c.  considerable knowledge of ________________________

      4. Religion  - ___________________
     5.  Literature


a.  ___________ important- recited ____________________ and ___________________


b.  Arabic literature exclusively _________________ before Islam (8th century )


c. two major poetry genres – short _______________, longer __________________


d.  prose included aphorisms, ______________, history, legends, __________________

ISLAM

1. ________________ (570-632) – founder of Islam
 



a. Koran “_________________”- Mhmed.’s tchings. recrd. by his followers 



b. Islam “__________________” – Religion title - maintains Mohammed last in a line of 


prophets that included Jesus






c.  ___________________ – disciple title




2. Islamic Politics Influence on Literature



a.  Seventh Century – Islamic Arabs annexed ___________________ 




1. Persian Zoroastrians convert to _____________________




2.  Arab Muslims >> “________________” traditionalist sect




3.  Persian Muslims>> “________________” sect 



- 



-developed mystical branch of Islam >> _______________ 





-  strong influence on literature 

b. Mohammed dies without a successor 


1. cmttee. appts. head of larger _________ clan as successor – “______________”


2.  moves __________________ from Medina to _______________ (Mod. Syria)


-Former center of ____________ and ___________ Culture >> 



influenced Arabic _____________________ 

c. Further conflict over Damascus caliphate


1.  __________ (Powerful Muslim leader) of Persian Clan seizes power>> moves 
caliphate to 
___________ (Iraq) “Abbasid Caliphate

2.  Abbas repays ________________ loyalty with political offices>>



a. merging of Arab and Persian Cultures>> flowering of 




________________ and ______________________

1. translation of ancient Persian Literature into ________________
2. ensures survival of ___________________ Literature

4. 751 _______________ attack Islamic Empire



a. introduce __________________________>>written literature >>more widespread

5.  Beginning in ____________century Islamic Empire Weakens >> ________________ language 
and literature >> __________________________


e.g.. – The ________________________________________ Nights  >> “__________________”
