Rubaiyat Background 

Literature Terms
28- quatrain-four line verse 
29- rubai –Persian quatrain expressing thoughts on various subjects, often using metaphor or imagery
In translation:


- 1st, 2nd, and 4th lines rhyme

-  first three lines introduce the topic

- last line comments on topic and is often   surprising statement or ironic twist
Omar Khayyam



c. 1048 - 1131

 1.  born – Nishapur (Iran and Afghanistan)

2. Mastered philosophy, mathematics, science, 

3. wrote - RUBÁIYÁT  - Quatrain Poems

· bittersweet poems about the enjoyment of youth and the passing of life


-  reaction to repressive rule of the Seljuks and constant fear of potential invasion by the Mongols

· oppression >>resigned sorrow, mourning impermanence of youth and earthly pleasures

· Religious convictions enigmatic 

· Saw “good life” as antidote to world’s sorrows

