Baptism/ Temptations of Jesus

Matthew,   chapter 3

Preaching of John the Baptist       

John the Baptist preached a baptism of repentance.    

Mt. 3:11:   “I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I.”…..He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”   

He said to the Pharisees and Sadducees:    “You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?    Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.”
John said of Jesus:  “His winnowing fan is in his hand.  He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Wheat ==  symbol of “good people who repent and obey the Word of God.”

Chaff ==  symbol of “people who refuse to repent, oppose and refuse to obey the Word of God.”

Baptism of Jesus

Jesus came to John to be baptized at the Jordan river.    

John said: “I need to be baptized by you.  Yet you come to me.”  

Jesus said: “Allow it for now; it is fitting to fulfill all righteousness.”

Why did Jesus need to be baptized by John when he was conceived by the Holy Spirit??


Answer:  He identified with man’s need to repent.  We need to repent and be baptized and he set an example for us.

How was the Trinity present at the baptism of Jesus?

Father’s voice from heaven:     “This is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased.”
Son, Jesus:
  Was being baptized by John.

Holy Spirit:  
The Spirit of God descended upon Jesus as a dove.


The Holy Spirit gave Jesus the gifts he needed to begin his Public Ministry.

Gifts such as:    Knowledge, wisdom, miracles, casting out demons, healing, etc.

Crowd’s notices that Jesus taught with an authority other men (rabbi’s, scribes, Pharisees) lacked.

The Temptations of Jesus      Matthew chapter 4

Jesus fasted for 40 days and nights symbolizing the 40 years the Israelites spent in the desert.

1st temptation:
“Turn stones into bread”

Jesus response:  “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”


Bread:  
symbol of “food, clothing, shelter”  


“Every word that comes from the mouth of God:”     is located in the Scriptures.



Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 8:3.    


Man’s needs both 

(1) food, clothing, shelter to sustain our 

(2) physical life.  And

(2) need to obey God’s word (in the scriptures) in order to sustain our spiritual life because you have a soul.

Miracles are for the power of redemption; not for Jesus’ benefit.  Jesus never used his powers for his own benefit.  He only used this gifts for the benefit of others.

How did Jesus fight temptation?

(1) He remembered the Word of God in the Scripture and  

(2) He obeyed it.

2nd temptation:
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from the parapet of the Temple and let the angels catch you.”


Notice:  Satan quotes the scriptures.  

It’s the temptation to force God’s angels to protect him.
Jesus responds:  “You shall not put your Lord, your God, to the test:


Means:  We are not to “test God.”   i.e.,  Lord if you will heal my bother, etc., I promise to go to Mass every day:” Bargaining with the Lord.   He is not going to be a dare-devil.   


God doesn’t have to prove anything to us.  We are to trust God and to tempt God is the opposite of having trust, faith, in Him.

3rd Temptation:   “Satan said he would give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus would bow down and worship him.”


Jesus said:  “The Lord your God you shall worship, and him alone shall you serve.”   

This is the temptation to worship false gods; to worship material things over spiritual values; to seek political power.    This temptation was to become the earthly messiah the Jews expected;  Jesus rejected this.   He rejects earthly power and remains faithful to His mission to save.

By rejecting the temptations of the devil, Jesus atones for the falls of those who went before him (and sinned) and those who come after Jesus.

Jesus is the “new Adam” who is going to bring about a “new creation.”  We become a new creation in baptism; you now share in the life of the Trinity.

_______________

Jesus heard that John the Baptist had been arrested.

Jesus left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea.   It was here that he called the first disciples:     


Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother


Andrew, casing a net into the sea.   

Jesus said, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

He then saw two other brothers, 


James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother


John.   They were in a boat with their father, Zebedee, mending their nets.  

Jesus called them, and they left their nets and followed Jesus.

Then Jesus traveled all around Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom,

curing every disease and illness among the people.

His fame spread to Syria, and great crowds from everywhere (Judea, Galilee, Decapolis and beyond the Jordan) followed him.

They brought to him all who were sick with various diseases and racked with pain,   those who were possessed, lunatics, and paralytics, and he cured them.

Chapter 5     Sermon on the Mount
The “Mount” is in Galilee, above Capernaum, overlooking the Sea of Galilee.

The Beatitudes point to the attitude we must have to enter God’s kingdom; the conditions for entering God’s kingdom.

1)  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


These people know they need God.   They need His help, His graces.   They are humble before God.     St. Katherine Drexel

2)  Blessed are those who mourn, they will be comforted.


Means:  blessed are those who suffer (from diseases) physical; or spiritual suffering from the sins you committed in the past.   These people are detached from material things.  The spiritual is more important.

3)  Blessed are the meek; they will inherit the land.


Those who suffer patiently under “unjust” persecution.

4)  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness; they shall be satisfied.


Means:    a righteous person strives to do the “will of God:”    

· Obey the 10 commandments

· Pray daily;  stay in communication with God

· Fulfill the duties of your station in life.

What the duties of a student????


A “righteous person” is the same as a “holy person.”

5)  Blessed are the merciful, they shall obtain mercy.


Means:   not only giving to the “poor”, but trying to understand the “defects” of other people, having patience with their “faults.”  

6)  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.


Means:   Heart = your thoughts, words, and actions.      Do your thoughts, words, and action reflect the teachings of Jesus?

7)   Blessed are the peacemakers, they shall be called “sons of God.”


Means:   the end of “division” between men and men, and between God and man.    


When you sin and offend God, you express sorrow for these sins by going to confession and asking God’s forgiveness.  You are then reconciled to God. 


You get into a fight with your brother or sister, you asked their forgiveness and bring peace to your family.

8) Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Means:   these people are being persecuted for either (a) being holy or (b) striving to be holy.      They refuse to compromise with the world, they refuse to “deny” Jesus, and remain true to Him regardless of the cost.

Every Christian who remains “true” to Jesus is a “martyr” even if they do not undergo physical death (die for their faith.)

9)    Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for ‘so men persecuted the prophets who were before you.’


This verse sums up the preceding ones.  The Christian life is no easy matter, but it is worthwhile, given the reward that Jesus promises.

Salt of the earth and light of the world
We are to strive to be holy and help others to be holy.     

Salt preserves food from corruption.    Light helps people to “see.”   

Therefore, you are to help others from corrupting society.    We have an obligation deriving from Baptism to reveal the power of the Holy Spirit so that others can be influenced by our values and Christian lifestyle.    Our Christianity is not a private matter to be divorced from our public lives.   We are called to be “witnesses” to Jesus in all aspects of our life.   Bringing “gospel values” into the world can only make the world a better place.

Jesus and his teaching, the fulfillment of the Law
The moral law of the Old Testament is still in effect.   But the legal and liturgical aspects were replaced by the New Testament.

“Righteousness” means “holiness.”    The scribes and Pharisees had distorted the spirit of the Law.   They put emphasis on the externals:  fulfillment of the precepts of the Law was a guarantee of salvation.    Therefore, man saves himself by observing the externals of the Law..    Jesus tells us this understanding of the Law must be rejected.

Righteousness or holiness is a grace from God.   God saves.  Man is to cooperate with God by being faithful to God and the grace (which is help) God gives to us.

Murder vs. Anger
Murder =  external action

Anger   =  internal feelings

Anger precedes murder.   When you are angry with another, you “kill” him in your “heart.”     Jesus is going to a “deeper” level within man when he goes beneath the external action (murder) to the deeper level of “thoughts and words (anger).”

Calling a brother a “fool”   

Fool = an insulting remark.      Jesus tells us that anger and insulting remarks can make us liable to the “fire of hell.”     So reconcile yourself to your brother before offering your gift to the Lord.

So Jesus focuses our attention on internal sins – resentment, hatred, etc. --  to make us realize that is where the root of sins lies and that it is important to nip anger and other sins in the bud.

In the New Testament, we are reconciled with our brother in the sacrament of Reconciliation.    The greatest command is “Love of God and then love of neighbor.”

Adultery vs. Lust
Lust =  looking, imagining, having impure thoughts and freely engaging in them.

It is the opposite of holy purity.  Purity prompts us to commit to Christ our soul and body, our faculties and senses.   

Jesus tells us that when we look at a person “lustfully” we have committed “adultery” within our hearts.    Jesus emphasizes what is taking place within our “hearts.”  Sins beings here (in our hearts)

Right eye, right hand

When Jesus tells us if our right hand causes us to sin, cut if off =  (separate yourself from) 

Whatever causes you to sin.   

We are to separate ourselves from anything that could offend God.  

The means to acquire holy purity are:    frequent Confession and Communion;

Devotion to our Lady;  a spirit of prayer and mortification;  flight from occasions of sin and try to keep busy doing “good works.”  

Divorce
Jesus forbade it except in cases of “unchastity.”   

“Unchastity” refers to marriages which were not legally marriages.   That is, unions accepted as marriage among some pagans people but prohibited as incestuous in the Mosaic Law.    This means marriages that are radically invalid because of some impediment.

Marriage is considered indissoluble because it signifies the indivisible union of Christ and his church.    Marriage was not established by men, but by God.

Moses allowed divorce because of the hardness of heart of some Israelites.  But Jesus, in virtue of his position of supreme Lawgiver, revoked this concession and restored the law to its original perfection.   “What God hath joined together let no man put asunder.”

Taking Oaths
The Law of Moses prohibited perjury or violation of oaths.   

Jesus tells us not to swear (take an oath).   Say “YES” when you mean “yes” and “NO” when you mean “no.”   Nothing else is necessary.

However, we know from Jeremiah 4:2 that under certain circumstances oath-taking is lawful and good.     Jesus tells us that Satan (the devil) is the father of lies.  John 8:44

God is Truth, and our relationships with others must be based on truth.

Eye for an Eye
Past:   this was to “limit” violence.   No punishment could exceed the crime.

Jesus teaches “forgiveness.”    We don’t want to “sin” in retaliation for “sin.”  

We are called to be “perfect” as our heavenly Father is perfect.

Love your neighbor, hate your enemy
The first part “love your neighbor” is found in Leviticus 19:18.   The second part “hate your enemy” is not to be found in the Law of Moses.   Jesus’ words refer to a widespread rabbinical interpretation which understood “neighbors” as meaning “Israelites.”    Our Lord corrects this misinterpretation of the Law:  for Jesus, everyone is our neighbor.  i.e.  The Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25.

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you

The only enemy the Christian has is sin;  not the sinner.   Jesus prayed for those who persecuted him.   So did St. Stephen, the first martyr, who prayed for those who stoned him to death.     This is the apex of Christian perfection:   to love and pray for those who persecute and calumniate us.

Tax Collectors
The Roman empire had no officials of its own for the collection of taxes:  in each country it used local people for this purpose.   The global amount of tax for each region was specified by the Roman authorities;  the tax collectors levied more than this amount, keeping the surplus for themselves.   

You must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Jesus means that God’s own perfection should be the model which every faithful Christian tries to follow.    We should try to be perfect in love and mercy.

The “universal call to holiness” is NOT a recommendation, but a commandment of Jesus.   Your duty is to sanctify yourselves.    This is for everyone, not just for sisters and priests.    Everyone, in all walks of life, without exception, is called to holiness.

Matthew,  Chapter 6
Piety before men
Personal piety:  almsgiving, fasting and prayer.

True piety must be practiced with a true intention;  it is for God, not human praise.

Don’t look for the praises of men like the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by men.   Personal prayer, fasting, and almsgiving  is intended for God alone.

Public prayer:   is necessary and holy.   i.e., going to the synagogue;  to Mass.  It fulfills the 3rd commandment.

The spiritual life is not limited to public prayer.  The Christian is to pray in public with others, but also to pray in private where only the Father can see him.   We are called to pray without ceasing (1 Thess 5:17).

Jesus sets an example for us.  Many times in the gospels he separated himself from his apostles and spent a whole night with His Father in prayer.    (Mt 14:23)    The apostles followed Jesus example.   Peter goes on the rooftop to pray (Acts 10:9-16) and receives a revelation.     We need to make our whole life a prayer offering up everything we do to God.

Do not heap up empty words
True piety is not so much a matter or words, but love that we have for God.   Words count only if they reflect our thoughts and inner feelings.   

Our Father     the prayer Jesus taught his apostles.

Our Father
=
God is the Father of ALL mankind.    He is a good Father who talks to us about our sins so that He can free us from them.   He calls us to be “holy” as He is Holy.

Who art in heaven  =
God is beyond space and time.   He lives in eternity and created “space and time.”
Hallowed is your name  =    God name and person is HOLY.     In the Bible, a person’s name means the same as the person himself.   God is sanctified when His holiness is acknowledged and honored by his creatures on earth.

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth (in our lives), as it is done in heaven.

Your kingdom come    =
God has a Kingdom, and a King = Jesus, and every Kingdom has Laws (10 commandments) and in His kingdom in heaven, every one is “holy.”      The Kingdom of God is identical with Jesus himself.    There is NO SIN in heaven.

God’s kingdom begins on earth, in the church Jesus established (Catholic), and continues in heaven.    When we acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Savior, when we follow His example and follow His teachings, when we frequent the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist, we live in His kingdom on earth.   The goal on earth is to grow in holiness so that we don’t have to be purified of sin in purgatory before we enter heaven.

Remember, whether or not you personally believe in purgatory or not, IF it exist, and it is a dogma in the Catholic Church, it exist for ALL of us, whether we believe in it or not.   Your personal, subjective beliefs DO NOT create reality.    God reveals after death realities to us, and if we are wise, we will believe and obey Him.

Your Will be done    =
God’s will is to be done in our lives, here on earth, at it will be done in our lives in heaven.   Everyone in heaven submits to the Will of God the Father.   


There is no sin in a person’s life when they do the will of God.

Sin occurs when we disobey God’s will for our life.

Mt. 7:21   Not everyone who says “Lord, Lord, will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.”

Petitions
First Petition:
Give us this day our daily bread

Meaning:
Daily bread  =    1.  food, clothing, shelter;    2.   Eucharist/  Mass.

Jesus wants to be our “daily bread” as our “soul” needs to be nourished with the Word of God and Jesus, himself, in the Eucharist.

Person in the Trinity this petition is being addressed to:     God the Father.    The Father provides for His human family.

Time Frame:  
the Present       God the Father provides for us every day.

Second Petition:
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Meaning:
We are asking Jesus to treat us the same way we treat other people.



If we forgive others then Jesus will forgive us.



If we don’t forgive others, then Jesus will not forgive us our sins.

Person in Trinity:
Petition addressed to Jesus who died on the cross to forgive our sins.

Time Frame:
     Past.     Jesus forgives the sins we committed in the past.

Third Petition:
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Meaning:
God does not lead us into temptation, Satan does.    We are asking God to keep us from places or people who could lead us to sin.    

Person in Trinity:
Holy Spirit.    It is His role to guide and protect us from all evil.

Time Frame:     Future         The Holy Spirit lead us away from sin in the future.

Even if our future is only 5 minutes away; we are tempted every day to disobey God by failing to pray, attend Sunday Mass, lie or deceive others, etc.   Human life is one continuous temptation and we pray for the grace not to yield to temptation.

Notice:    These petitions are directed to every person in the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit); and in every time frame:   present, past, and future.    

John 17:15  “I (Jesus) do not pray that thou should take them out of the world, but that thou should keep them from the evil one.”    This happens when we rely on God’s grace (help) to lead us away from temptation to do evil.

Fasting in secret
Again, do not look to the praises of men because you are fasting.   But fast in secret so that only God sees you and will reward you in heaven.    ”The world does not recognize the value of sacrifice that is hidden and secret.”  Escriva, The Way, 185.

Trust in God’s Heavenly Providence
Man’s heart yearns for a treasure which will give him security and happiness.   But treasure in the form of earthly goods (wealth, property) becomes a constant source of worry, because there is always the risk we will lose it.   

Jesus teaches us that our true treasure lies in good works and an upright life, which will be eternally rewarded by God in heaven.    This is a treasure that one will never lose.

Jesus is not saying that we should be unconcerned about earthly things; but that no created thing can be “the treasure”, the ultimate aim, of man.
Eye is the lamp of the body
The eye refers to motive, as meaning the motivation behind our behavior.  

When a person wants to do something, he first forms an intention;  thus, if your intention is sound  -- directed towards God – your whole body, all your actions, will be sound, sincerely directed towards good.

Serving two masters
You cannot serve two masters:   God and mammon (money).    God is our ultimate goal;  not money.    Man cannot have two absolute and contrary goals.

Do not be anxious about your life ……… seek first God’s kingdom and all these things will be yours as well.     Mt 6:25-33.

We should trust and abandon ourselves to the “will of God.”   

Holiness or righteousness involves a whole series of spiritual and moral values.    The search for holiness should be our primary purpose in life.     God’s Kingdom should have first place in our scale of values.  Perfection is being “detached” from earthly things – to use and respect them but not to have our “identity” in them.    I.E.  In the Christmas story of Scourge =  his identity lied in his money until his future was revealed to him.

God does not want us to worry about what happened yesterday or what will happen tomorrow.  What is important is to live in the present moment and do good whenever you can.

Chapter Seven
Various precepts:  Do not judge  

Jesus is condemning any rash judgments we make maliciously or carelessly about our brothers’ behavior or feelings or motives.   

St. Paul  “Love is patient and king…Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1Cor 13:4, 5, 7)

Let us be slow to judge.    Each one sees things from his own point of view, as his mind, with all its limitations, tells him, and through eyes that are often dimmed and clouded by passion.

Do not judge others, if you do not want to be judged by God.  If we do not want to be condemned by God, we should never condemn our neighbor.    God is going to treat us as we treat our neighbors.  This is what we pray in the 2nd petition of the prayer “Our Father.”

Respect for holy things
“Do not give dogs what is holy; and do not throw your pearls before swine….”

Jesus used a popular saying to teach prudent discernment in the preaching of the word of God and distribution of the means of sanctification.  

The effectiveness of prayer
Prayer is a raising of mind and heart to God to adore him, to praise him, to thank him and to ask him for what we need.    Jesus emphasizes the need for petitionary prayer.  As God’s creature and child, each of us needs to ask him humbly for everything.

God always answers prayer; however we do not always receive what we ask for.  

St. Augustine says that sometimes our prayers are not answered because:

· We are evil, our personal dispositions are not good

· We pray badly, without faith, not persevering, not humbly

· We ask for bad things, that is, things which are not good for us, things which can harm us

· Prayer is ineffective when it is not true prayer

The golden rule
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”

We are to love others as Jesus loves us.   We should do good to others unconditionally.

The narrow gate   Mt. 7:13-14

“Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many.      The gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.
Means:    The way of sin is momentarily pleasant and calls for not effort, but it leads to eternal perdition.  


Narrow gate =  Jesus, a Christian life, carrying the cross, is a hard way.   But it leads to eternal life.    

False prophets   Mt. 7:15-20

“Beware of false prophets who come is sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits……….”

Means:   False prophets are heretics who appear pious and reformist but who do not have Christ’s sentiments.  They appear to be virtuous but in fact are not, and thereby mislead others.   How can you distinguish between them?    By the fruit they produce.  

A person (prophet) who truly speaks the things of God sows faith, hope, charity, peace and understanding;    whereas a false prophet in the Church of God, in his preaching and behavior, sows division, hatred, resentment, pride and sensuality.  (Gal. 5:16-25)

The main characteristic of a false prophet is that he separates the people of God from the Magisterium of the Church, through which Christ’s teaching is declared to the world.   Our Lord also indicates that these deceivers are destined to eternal perdition.

Doing the Will of God
Mt. 7:21-23    “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven……….”And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers.”

Means:   To be genuine, prayer must be accompanied by a persevering effort to do God’s will.      There must be consistency between what one preaches—what one says—and what one does.  “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves”  James 1:22

Fray Luis de Leon:  “It is not enough just to pray and fast and hear Mass; God must find you faithful in times of tribulation.”     This applies to all, priests, religious and laity.  

The authority with which Jesus speaks reveals him as sovereign Judge of the living and the dead.  No Old Testament prophet ever spoke with this authority.

“That day”  =  the day of judgment

Building on the rock  --  Two Foundations
Mt. 7:24-27  “Building a house on rock, versus sand……..And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.”

House = your life

Rock =  a person who tries to put Christ’s teaching into practice, even if he experiences personal difficulties or lives during time of upheaval in the life of the Church, or is surrounded by error, will stay firm in the faith.  

Sand =   doing thing your way; thinking you know better than the Church; rationalizing and trying to separate Christ from His Church and its Magisterium.   Thinking you can ignore the Church and its teaching, and go directly to God.

Sand = shifting, changing, cultural values.

Jesus listeners could see the radical difference between the style of teaching of the scribes and Pharisees, and the conviction and confidence with which Jesus spoke.  There is nothing tentative about his words; they leave no room for doubt; he is clear.

So, in chapters 5 to 7 we see Jesus as the supreme lawgiver and master who teaches us with divine authority, a unique authority superior to that held by Moses and the prophets.

Note on “trespass” in the prayer “Our Father”

To trespass on someone’s lawn, owned by a private citizen, is to disobey the owner’s “wishes.”    He told you not to trespass and you did.  You disobeyed his “command.”

To trespass against God’s commandments (i.e., keep holy the Sabbath), is to disobey God’s command.     We trespass on this command, when we disobey the command.   To trespass is to sin.      

When we ask God to forgive our trespasses, we are asking God to forgive all the times we disobeyed His commandments, and hence sinned against Him.
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