Matthew 
Chapters 14 to 20
Chapter 14

First miracle of the loaves and fish
Study in book pgs 92 & 93.     

Meal included all social classes;    Serving meals was the role of women, not men.  Following Jesus includes answering the call to selfless loving service to all of God’s family.

Notice:  there are two stories of this miracle in chapters 14 & 15.    In the first story, The Feeding of the Five Thousand, 12 baskets of fragments were left over.    The 12 baskets represent the 12 apostles.

In the second story, the Feeding of the Four Thousand, 7 baskets of fragments were left over.     This may be two versions of the save story – or two different miracles.    Notice how Jesus was concerned with their physical needs;  Jesus gave them their “daily bread.”

The miracle reminds us of the Eucharist, the Last Supper, when Jesus becomes the bread of life.

Jesus walks on the water
Jesus dismissed the crowds and went up into the hills by himself to pray.      Notice in verse 23, he went up the mountain to pray alone.     The mountain = a meeting place with God.       Jesus did this often.

The apostles were 2 to 3 miles offshore on a boat and a storm had come up.   Jesus walks on the water towards the boat.    The apostles think they see a ghost.    Jesus said, “Take courage, it is I;  do not be afraid.”       Peter said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”      Jesus does, but when Peter starts to walk on the water, and sees how strong the wind was, he begins to sink.   He cried out, “Jesus save me.”  Jesus said “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”      The wind died down, and those who were in the boat did him homage and said, “Truly you are the son of God.”

The above two miracles displays Jesus power over nature.

Chapter 15      The Tradition of the Elders
Questions:    Jesus had a conflict with the Pharisees over “tradition” and “a commandment.”   What was this conflict about?  What did he call them?    Quote Isaiah’s prophecy.    Explain what defiles a person.    What was Jesus’ list of sins?

Answer:    The Pharisees accuse the followers of Jesus of eating with “unwashed hands.”  Why weren’t the apostles following the “traditions of the elders?”    Jesus asked, “Why they (the Pharisees) weren’t following the commandments of God?”   Supporting elderly parents was part of the command to “honor your mother and father.”  The Pharisees taught if Jews supported the Temple, they did not have to support their parents:   “Any support you might have had from me is dedicated to God.”    

Jesus said they nullified the Word of God for the sake of their traditions.      Jesus called them hypocrites, blind guides.

Jesus said, “You honor me with your lips, but your heart is far from me;  in vain do you worship me, teaching as doctrines (God’s teachings) mere human precepts.”     Notice the emphasis Jesus puts on the “heart.”      If we do not worship with our heart, our worship is in vain.      Human’s cannot substitute “human teaching” for the “Word of God.”  

Jesus then summons the crowd and said, “Nothing you eat defiles you.    Food enters the mouth, the stomach, and the latrine.   But what comes out of the heart through the mouth, defiles:   lies,  evil thoughts, murder, adultery, theft, unchastity, false witness, blasphemy, etc.”    These sins defile a person, not unwashed hands.

The Canaanite Woman’s Faith
A Canaanite woman comes to Jesus and says, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David.  My daughter is tormented by a demon.”           When she calls him “Lord, Son of David” she is recognizing Him as the messiah.

Jesus said he came to “the lost sheep of Israel.”     She does him homage  (worship), saying, “Lord, help me.”    Jesus said, “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.”     Jesus is not calling Gentiles “dogs.”    He is testing her faith.   She replies, “Even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.”    

Jesus said, “O woman, great is your faith.  Let it be done for you as you wish.”

The healing of many people

Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee and up the mountain.     Great crowds followed him.  He healed the lame, the blind, the deformed, the mute, and many others.   They placed (the sick) at his feet, and he cured them all.   The crowds were amazed and praised the God of Israel.

Chapter 16     The Demand for a sign
Jesus said “you can read the weather when you look at the sky.   But you cannot read the “signs of the times.”     The only sign Jesus said he would give is the Sign of Jonah.

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees
Jesus warned His disciples to “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”   The apostles thought he was talking about bread.   They later realized Jesus was talking about the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.     Leaven = teaching

Their teaching also influences the “dough” of society.   They were “blind guides.”  

Peter’s confession about Jesus   and    The First Prediction of the Passion
Question:    Explain from Peter’s confession of faith how God communicates with us.   Why when Jesus predicted his passion, did he have to rebuke Peter?    What gift of the Holy Spirit did Jesus possess?   What’s wrong with thinking as human being do, but not as God does?

Answer:     When Peter confessed that “Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God,” Jesus who possessed the spiritual gift of discernment, told Peter that “flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my heavenly Father.”    God the Father revealed this to Peter by putting the “thought” into Peter’s head.   God is Spirit and can communicate with us because we are spiritual beings encased in a physical body.   The Spirit of God communicates to the “spirit of man” thought to thought.

When Jesus predicted that He would be arrested and put to death in Jerusalem, Peter protested and said, “God forbid, Lord, that any such think should happen to you.”  Now, Peter’s motive had to be “love” and the issue at stake was the “life and death” of Jesus.    

Yet, Jesus said, “Get behind me Satan.  You are thinking like men and not like God.”

Jesus discerned that this thought came from Satan.   He was not calling Peter Satanic.

Any human thought, even if its motive is love like Peter’s, if it is opposed to the “will of God,” it is sin, and has its origins in Satan.          

Let’s apply it to the sin of “immorality.”   Loving a boy or girl friend can never justify a sexual sin.    Life and death has a higher value and is a greater issue than mere sexual pleasure.    Love can never be used as an excuse to disobey the “will of God.”   We have to be “child-like” and obey His Will even if you do not understand or disagree with it.  As a child or adolescent, are you not to obey your parent or school official’s, or anyone put in authority over you, even if you disagree with them???    The answer is Yes.

Question:     Why was Peter chosen to be the “Rock?”    What was Jesus going to build?   What would never prevail against it?    Explain the “keys of the kingdom.”

Answer:     God the Father choose Peter to be the Rock upon which Jesus would build His church.  The Father picked Peter to put His thoughts into when Peter identified Jesus as the Son of God, the Messiah.     Jesus, possessing the gift of discernment, recognized this.    Jesus was going to build a “church.”     

Remember the “Our Father”   “thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth.”

God’s kingdom on earth is the earth.       Jesus had already chosen 12 apostles to represent the 12 tribes of Israel.    These 12 men would take Jesus to the world, with Peter as their leader.    

Jesus would be the head of the church, and Peter would be His representative on earth.   Jesus was establishing an “office” when he gave to Peter the “keys to the kingdom and said:  “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”         

Remember the quote from John’s gospel when Jesus said, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”   And when he had said this, he breathed  on them and said, “Receive the holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and who sins you retain are retained.”


Jesus is sharing His authority with Peter, and will back-up Peter’s authority on “doctrinal issues” in heaven.    Linus, the second pope, inherited this position from Peter.

This office was similar to one in the Old Testament (Isaiah 22:22) whereby the King gave to his prime minister the “keys to the kingdom.”   The person who held that “office” held the “keys.”  The office was passed down to his successors.    The position was greater than its occupant.    The Old Testament structure foreshadows the New Testament structure.   Only in the New,   Jesus is the King, and Peter, his minister, his Vicar on earth, holds the “keys to the kingdom of God.”    In giving Peter the “keys”  Jesus quotes Isaiah as the Old Testament position included the power to rule  --  authority, and it was a permanent position with intergenerational succession.

Therefore,    
Jesus = the king


Peter and successors =  Vicar of Christ, the Pope.   It is a permanent position.


Peter possesses the “keys to the kingdom.”     

Entrance into his kingdom 
= 
Baptism

Baptism is a covenant:


You promise:     to believe Jesus is the Son of God, and to obey Him.


God promises:    eternal life in heaven, also called paradise, with Jesus and all the saints.

This covenant is eternal.        

Familiarity:   is the closest.      Jesus comes to live in us at Baptism;  He forgives our sins, should we fall into sin;    He feeds us Himself in the Eucharist;  He guides us through the Magisterium of the Church which has “teaching authority” over us.

Ratification of the covenant:    Jesus shedding His blood and dying for us on the cross.

Mt. 16:26   “What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life?  For the Son of man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay every man for what he has done.”

We must renounce our own will and identify with the will of God.  

Prayer “Our Father”   Thy (God’s) will be done on earth (in our lives) 

Many people want God to will what they “will” and find it distasteful to accommodate their will to that of God.     If they are satisfied, then God must be satisfied.  Not so.

They measure God by themselves, and not themselves by God.”

Salvation is radically personal.  God will repay every man for what he has done.    Man’s goals are not to accumulate worldly goods;  these are only means to an end;  man’s last end, his ultimate goal, is God himself.

To reach this destination, man must deny himself (that is saying no to ease, comfort, selfishness, and attachment to temporal goods)  and taking up the cross.  For no earthly good can compare with the soul’s eternal salvation.

Chapter 17       The Transfiguration
Jesus leads Peter, James and John his brother and led them up a high mountain.  He was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his garments became white as light.   He spoke to Moses and Elijah.    The Father overshadowed them in a “cloud” and said, “This is my beloved Son which whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”

Jesus realizes his death will demoralize his disciples, so He forewarns them and strengthens their faith.   Jesus wants two of the three future pillars of the Church (Gal 2:9) to see his transfiguration and thereby glimpse the glory and majesty with which his holy human nature will be endowed in heaven.      Jesus instructs them to tell no one about this vision until he is raised from the dead.

The Father’s testimony reveals to the three Apostles that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the beloved Son, God himself.   To the words spoken at Jesus’ baptism, the Father adds “listen to Him.”  

Moses and Elijah are the two most prominent representatives of the Old Testament – the Law and the Prophets.     Jesus is superior to both of them.

In Christ God speaks to all men; the Church does not cease to listen to his words.  She rereads them continually.    

Mt. 17:14-21    Jesus cured an epileptic boy

The apostles could not cure him.   Jesus rebuked the demon in the boy and He came out instantly.    The disciples asked why they could not cast it out.   Jesus answered because of your little faith.     If they had faith the size of a mustard seed, they could move mountains.    In another gospel he said  “this kind never comes out except by prayer and fasting.”

“move mountains” is a proverbial statement.       St. Augustine said that “a mountain is moved every time someone is divinely aided to do something which exceeds man’s natural powers.        But the greatest miracle are of souls dead through sin and ignorance being reborn and developing in the new life of the children of God.

Mt 17:22 – 27     Second prophecy of the Passion;   the temple tax
Jesus again tell the apostles that in Jerusalem, he will be killed and raised on the third day.    They are distressed.

In Capernaum, the collectors of the half-shekel tax went up to Peter and said, “Does not your teacher pay the tax?”    He said, “Yes.”   Jesus told Peter to go fishing and when you catch the first fish that comes up, you will find a shekel.  Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.”

A half-shekel was a day’s wage of a laborer.   It was the contribution every Jew had to make for the upkeep of the temple (religious obligation).    Given the theocratic structure of Israel during Jesus’ era, it also constituted a civic obligation.

Chapter 18     The Discourse on the Church
The “little ones” and the Kingdom.   The lost sheep.
Chapter 18 is addressed to the future hierarchy of the Church and he warns them against natural tendencies to pride and ambition:  even though they have positions of government, they must act with humility.      Jesus emphasizes the fatherly care which pastors of the Church should have for the “little ones.”       Every effort must be made to “seek out the lost sheep.”    All the baptized should spread the gospel and help those who have embraced the faith not to go astray.

Vs. 6:  “whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened round his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.”   

Vs. 7-8:    “Woe to the world for temptations to sin.   For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the man by whom the temptation comes.   And if your hand or eye or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off……..it is better to enter life with one eye than with two eyes be thrown in thrown into the hell of fire.

We saw this in the Sermon on the Mount.    You are to “cut yourself off from whatever leads you into sin.”      Again, the prayer “Our Father”    “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from all evil.”

Every person who causes another to sin is responsible for his actions.  

Vs. 9,   “entering life” means entering the Kingdom of heaven.   

“The fire of hell” means eternal punishment merited by anyone who does not distance himself from what causes sin.

Vs. 10,   “little ones” their “guardian angels always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven.”

All humans, everyone, has a guardian angel.     They have been entrusted with the office of guarding the human race and of accompanying every human being so as to preserve him from any serious dangers.      This means we should have a trusting relationship with our guardian angel.  “Treat him as a lifelong friend – that is what he is – and he will render you a thousand services in the ordinary affairs of each day”  (The Way, 562)

VS.   12 to 14.    Parable of the Lost Sheep

“A man has 100 sheep and one is lost.   He rejoices when he finds it.”

Jesus has a deep concern for sinners.    Pope John Paul II said “we are witnessing moral pollution which is devastating humanity.”     What must we do?   We must imitate the Good Shepherd and give ourselves without rest for the salvation of souls    The most important charity is “spiritual charity,” that is, the commitment for the salvation of souls.

Souls are saved with prayer and sacrifice.  This is the mission of the church.

Fraternal correction.     The Apostles’ authority.

Vs. 15-18   “If you brother sins against you, go and tell him the fault, between you and him alone. ….   If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.   If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.     Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

Jesus tells us we have an obligation to correct others.    Three stages:   1) go alone,   

2)  go with others, and 3) go to the church.      

First stage:    refers to giving scandal and to secret or private sins where correction should be given privately to avoid publicizing a private matter, to avoid hurting the person, and to make it easier for the person to mend his ways.

Second stage:    Go with others if the above has no effect.

Third stage:    refers to formal judicial correction by reference to Church authorities.  If a sinner does not accept this correction, he should be excommunicated that is, separated from communion with the Church and sacraments.

It is the hierarchy of the church that exercises the “power to bind and to loose.”   It was given to Peter and his successors the Pope, Bishops, priests.   

Vs. 19-20    Jesus tells us that whenever two or three people are gathered together in prayer, Jesus is in their midst.

Acts 1:14   “All those with one accord devoted themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus”       This is why the church has always practiced communal prayer.

Forgiveness of injuries.     The parable of the unforgiving servant.

Peter asked Jesus how many times we should forgive?   Seven times?    Jesus answered, “Seven times seventy.”   Means “always.”

Parable of the unforgiving servant

A master forgave his servant who owed him 10,000 talents.    

One talent = 6,000 denarii’s;    1 denarii = one day’s wage.      

So the master (God) forgave this man’s “infinite” debt.      Yet he refused to forgive his servant who owed him 100 denarii.  Instead he put him in prison.  

When the master discovered what he had done, reminding him how he had received mercy yet failed to forgive a small debt and be merciful, he threw him in jail till he should pay all his debt.

“So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”   Vs. 35      The parable teaches we must always forgive, even if we don’t feel like it.   It takes a while for emotions to catch up with decisions.

Chapter 19
Marriage and virginity      same as taught in the “Sermon on the Mount”   refer to those notes.

Jesus blesses the children
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”

The Church also shows special concern for children by urging the need for Baptism.

From the first century on, children were baptized.

Parable of the Rich Young Man

He said to Jesus, “Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?”    Jesus then listed the 10 commandments.   He said he kept all of these.    Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”    When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions

The young man goes away sad.  Why?  His attachment to his property prevails over Jesus’ affectionate invitation.    He failed to respond to God’s call with personal commitment.  

Jesus was inviting him to a specific divine vocation:  to devote oneself to God’s service and the service of all men.     What would he have become had he said Yes to Jesus call?   A great apostle, surely.

Christian poverty and renunciation

Vs. 22 “Jesus said to his disciples, “truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.   Again, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than it is for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

By drawing this comparison, Jesus shows that it is simple not possible for people who put their hearts on worldly things to obtain a share in the Kingdom of God.    

With God all things are possible means:    with God’s grace man can be brave and generous enough to use wealth to promote the service of God and man.      This is why in chapter 5, Jesus says, “the poor in spirit are blessed.

Vs. 28,  “in the new world, when the Son of man shall sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 12 thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.    But many that are first will be last, and the last first.”

The new world = that world which will take place when Jesus comes to judge the living and the dead.  The resurrection of the body will be an integral part of this renewal.

The ancient People of God, Israel, was made up of twelve tribes.  The new people of God, the Church, to which all men are called, is founded by Jesus Christ on the Twelve Apostles under the primacy of Peter.

Leaving houses, brothers, etc.,   means that love for Jesus Christ and his Gospel should come before everything else.  

Chapter 20       The parable of the laborers in the vineyard
Some workers arrived at 9 in the morning, others at 4:30, yet all received the same wage.  Those who arrived early expected more pay;  the vineyard owners said they received the wage they agreed to;  why should they be angry if He decides to be generous.

The early workers   
= 
the Jewish people called at an early hour, centuries ago.

Now the Gentiles are being called with an equal right to form part of the new people of God, the Church.  In both cases, it is a matter of a gratuitous, unmerited, invitation; therefore, those who were “first” to receive the call have no grounds for complaining when God calls the “last” and gives them the same reward – membership in His family.     The first laborers do not realize that to have a job in the Lord’s vineyard is a divine gift.  Jesus leaves no doubt that all receive the same reward:   heaven.

Third prophecy of the Passion

Jesus continues to prepare his apostles for this event, so that when it happens, they will remember that he prophesied it and will not be scandalized by it.   

The mother of the sons of Zebedee makes her request
That her 2 sons sit at Jesus’ right and left hand.   Jesus said, “You do not know what you are asking.   Are you able to drink from My cup?”    They said  “Yes.”    

Drink from My Cup  =   suffering persecution and martyrdom for following Christ.

James the Greater died a martyr’s death in Jerusalem around the year 44 (Acts 12:2) and 

John after suffering imprisonment and the lash in Jerusalem (Acts 4:3, 5:40-41) and will spend a long period of exile on the island of Patmos   (Rev 1:9)

Positions of authority in the Church should not be the goal of ambition but the outcome of a divine calling.    Jesus taught service and to carry on the Father’s work under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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