Matthew,  Chapter 8,   Miracles of the Messiah

Cure of a leper
When Jesus came down from the mountain, great crowds followed Him.    Jesus was so popular that the leaders of the Sanhedrin (the great council of the Jewish nation) dared not arrest him for fear of what the people would do.

The leper came to Jesus, knelt down before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”     Jesus touched him and said, ”I will; be healed.”     Our sins are just as disgusting and contagious (if we lead others to sin by our bad example) as this physical disease.

According to the Law of Moses, if a leper is cured of his disease, he should present himself to a priest, who will register the cure and give him a certificate which he needs to be reintegrated into the civil and religious life of Israel

Centurion Faith
Centurion:
an officer of the Roman army in control of 100 men.    We repeat his words at every Mass just before Holy Communion.

If a Jew entered a Gentile’s house he contracted legal impurity.    Thus the centurion did not want to put Jesus in this embarrassing position.    He knows that Jesus can heal just by speaking a word.  

Other cures
Jesus cured Peter’s mother-in-law;  she immediately got up and served them.  Jesus has power over illness; he heals by speaking a word.

Jesus cast out demons; this is one of the main signs of the establishment of the Kingdom of God.    Jesus has power over demons; they obey Him.

Demands for following Christ
From the beginning of His Public Ministry, Jesus is always on the move.  “Foxes have holes, birds have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head”    He sleeps in the open or wherever someone open their home to Him i.e. Mary and Martha

A scribe says, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”     Anyone who desires to be with Jesus has to follow him.     Jesus true disciples are those who “follow him” in a permanent way.      Being a disciple and following Him as the same thing.  

Also, any man who believes in Jesus—a faith you receive at Baptism—is duty bound to serve him.   We need to discover the demands this service involves.

Son of Man:    An Old Testament expression referring to the Messiah.  It first appeared in Daniel 7:14 and was used in Jewish writing in the time of Jesus.   This title did not fit very well with the Jewish hope of an earthly Messiah.   This is why Jesus used it.   After the Resurrection, Jesus disciples realized that “Son of man” meant nothing less then “Son of God.”

When Jesus said “let the dead bury the dead,” Jesus was not talking about a funeral. 

The Dead refers to those people who interest is limited to perishable things and who have no aspirations towards the things that last forever.    For Jesus, nothing is more important that the things of heaven and we ought to cleave to these and not to put them off even for a little while.

The calming of the storm
Jesus was in the boat with His apostles and they were being swamped by waves.  They asked Jesus to save them.       Jesus shows here that he has power over nature.

The demoniacs of Gadara
Gadara is a town east of the Jordan in an area called the Decapolis.

Jews were forbidden to raise swine which the Law of Moses declared to be unclean.       

Jesus cast out these demons living in these two men and Satan within them asked to be send into the herd of swine.   Then the whole herd rushed into the Sea of Galilee.  The herdsmen rushed back to the town, and Jesus was asked to leave.    

Again, Jesus has power over Satan.

Chapter 9                   Curing of a paralytic

Leaving Gadara, Jesus got into a boat and crosses over to his own city, Capernaum.   The sick were brought to him including a paralytic.

Questions:    In this story, what did Jesus do to anger the Pharisees.   What did Jesus do to show he had the authority to do what He did?   What were the Pharisees thinking?   What did they fail to see?  Relate this to a priest.   What do many people fail to see in the priest that the Pharisees failed to see in Jesus?   Who does the “I” refer to in the words of absolution?

Answer:   

Jesus forgave the sins of a cripple who had great faith.  He know the Pharisees were thinking “only God can forgive sins.”  To demonstrate that the Son of Man had “authority” to forgive sins, he healed the Paralytic.  The title “Son of Man’ was a messianic one.   Yet they refused to see God’s authority in Jesus.

Christians who say that they will by-pass the priest and confess their sins directly to God share the Pharisee’s blindness.  The priest is NOT just a man; he is an “ordained man” and possesses Jesus’ authority to forgive sins in Jesus’ name.    Jesus passed on to the Apostles and their successors in the priestly ministry the power to forgive sins:  Receive the Holy Sjpirit.  If you forgive sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  John 20:22-23.

People who by-pass the priest fail to see in the priest God’s authority, just as the Pharisees failed to see God’s authority.  The “I” in “I absolve you of your sins” belongs to Jesus.  The priest is Jesus’ instrument through whom Jesus works.

You cannot separate Jesus from His Church.   His Church contains the “means of salvation”:  baptism, reconciliation, Eucharist, a moral life, etc.    If you reject these means and by-pass His church, you are actually creating “your own church.” 

Now, whose view of this sacrament or the church do you think Jesus is going to back up in heaven?  Yours???    Or the Church Jesus created!

The call of Matthew
Matthew was a tax collector    In Mark and Luke he is called Levi, the son of Alphaeus or simply Levi.

Notice in the selection of the apostles, Jesus takes the initiative and does the calling.   Man responds by grace.    “You did not choose me, but I chose you.”  John 15:16

Man may make excuses and say “I’m not ready yet.  Tomorrow”    but “tomorrow” may be too late.     All of the apostles, including Matthew, responded immediately.

Jesus then goes to Matthew’s house and is criticized for eating and drinking with sinners.

Jesus said “Those who are sick have no need of a physician……I came not to call the righteous but the sinners.”

We are all sinners and should not be scandalized by the sins of others.  Recognizing that we are sinners is the correct attitude before God.  

The raising of Jarius’ daughter
Jesus has power over death     Jarius was “ruler” (of the synagogue).    Jarius knelt before Jesus and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 

Jarius has faith.   He doesn’t care what people will say.  He humbles himself before Jesus for all to see.       Jesus then followed him to his house.  The “flute players” were already there.    Jesus told them to “depart; the girl is not dead, but is sleeping.  He went in the room and the girl arose.”

Flute players:    were engaged to provide music at wakes and funerals.  

The girl was dead, but Jesus used the word “dead” for eternal punishment because that is the one true death.

Jesus only raised three people from the dead:    this girl, the son of the widow of Nain, and Lazarus.   

Woman with a heamorrhage
If she only touched his garment, she would be well.       Again, it was her faith that made her well.

The curing of two blind men.   The dumb devil.
Two blind men asked Jesus to heal them.   Jesus asked if they believed he could do this.    Jesus touched their eyes and said, “Let it be done according to your faith”      Jesus then said, “See that no one knows about it.”

Jesus did not want them to publicize the miracles because he wanted to gradually manifest himself as the Messiah, the Son of God.  He did not want the crowd to start hailing him as Messiah King, because their notion of messiah was a nationalistic,  not spiritual.   

At the miracle of the loaves and fish, they tried to come and take Jesus and by force  make him a King.

At dumb demoniac was brought to Him.   Jesus cast the demon out and the dumb man began to speak.   The Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.”

Everyone, except the Pharisees, recognize that God is at work in these miracles.  The blind men recognize Jesus as the messiah, but the Pharisees who had eyesight, could not.

The crowds said, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.”

The need for good shepherds
Jesus went around all their cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity.

Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but he laborers are few:  pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.”

Jesus felt badly when he saw that their pastors (leaders of the Sanhedrin and Pharisees), instead of guiding them and tending them, led them astray, behaving more like wolves than genuine shepherds of their flock.     

The field of the Jewish people cultivated by the prophets – most recently by John the Baptist – is full of ripe wheat.   In farmwork, the harvest is lost if the farmer does not reap at the right time.   Jesus notes that there is a shortage of labourers.   Our Lord tells us how to deal with this:   we should pray God, the Lord of the harvest, to send the necessary labourers.    In obeying this commandment to pray for labourers, we should pray especially for there to be no lack of good shepherds, holy men, to lead us to salvation.

The same is true today; we need to pray to the Lord to send more priests to tend his flock.

 Chapter 10

The Calling and first mission of the Apostles

Jesus sent the 12 apostles out, two by two, into the towns and gave them authority to cast out demons, and heal every disease.  He sent them specifically to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel.”    And preach, “the Kingdom of God is at hand.”   Receive no money, take no bag for your journey, etc.;   Stay with whoever offer hospitality.    If they do not receive you, shake off the dust from that house or town, and travel on to the next.  

Jesus is saying the apostles should set out on their mission without delay.  Do not worry about material equipment; God will make up any shortfall.     You (missionaries)  cannot wait until you (they) have the material resources or many souls would never have received the light of Christ.        We need to support missionaries because they are dedicating themselves to the salvation of souls for Jesus, and need us to help in this endeavor by supporting them.  Remember tithing.

Jesus instructions to the Apostles
Jesus warns them he is sending them out as sheep in the midst of wolves.   So be wise (in the ways of the world) yet innocent (of sin.)     He warns them of the future sufferings they will have to undergo:  persecutions, indifference, people lacking understanding, etc.

He tells them “not to fear those who can kill the body, but not the soul; rather fear him (God) who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”    

“Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” Mt. 10:33

Jesus is telling us that public confession of our faith in him—whatever the consequences, is an indispensable condition for eternal salvation.    After the judgment, Christ will welcome those who have given testimony of their faith and condemn those whom fear caused to be ashamed of him.       Although every Christian should be ready to die for his faith, most Christians are called to be confessors of the faith.

“Do not think I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.    For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, ……. A man’s foes will be those of his own household.   He who loves mother or father more than me is not worthy of me, and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.      Mt. 10:34-37.

Question:    What does Jesus mean by bring a sword??

Answer:    In Ephesians chp. 6, the “Sword of the Spirit is identified as ‘The Word of God.’”    The sword that will divide families is belief in Jesus as the Word of God.   An example can be taken from the life of Edith Stein.   Her mother was a devoted conservative Jew, and Edith grew from Judaisn in her childhood, to atheism in her teens to early twenties, to Catholicism in her early twenties.   This conversion divided her family.  Her mother was in deep anguish, relatives shunned her, because they did not understand and rejected her decision.  Hence, belief in Christ as the Messiah divides people.

“Whoever received you, received me, and he who receives me, receives the one who send me.”        Jesus identifies himself with his apostles and their successors the bishops and priests.   God is in Christ, Christ is in His Apostles and their successors, the Bishops.  This is the bridge between heaven and earth.

A prophets main role is communicating the Word of God.  The righteous man, the just man, is he who obeys the Law of God.    We should see Jesus in the least of his disciples even if they do not seem very important, because they are envoys of God and of his Son.       

 “Whoever gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”    Mt. 10:42

God can never be outdone in generosity; that is why he promises a hundred fold gain
The mission of John the Baptist     Mt. 11:1-15

John was in prison and had heard about the miracles of Jesus and had sent his disciples to Jesus asking if he was the one.    Jesus told them to go back and tell John what they had seen and heard.

John knew Jesus was the messiah.  He sent his disciples so they could shed their mistaken notions about the kind of Messiah to expect, and come to recognize Jesus.

The teachings of Jesus in Mt chp 5-7, and the miracles of Jesus in chps. 8 and 9, prove Jesus of Nazareth is the expected Messiah.

Jesus corrects the mistaken idea which many Jews had of the Messiah, casting him in the role of a powerful earthly ruler—a far cry from the humble attitude of Jesus.    It is not surprising that he was a stumbling block to Jews, given their expectation.

Jesus praises John the Baptist, the last Old Testament prophet, and said for those who could accept it, he was Elijah (not in person, but in virtue of is mission) who is to come.    He prepared the way for the coming of Christ.

Mt 11:16-24    Jesus reproaches people for their unbelief
In these verses the Pharisees condemn John the Baptist and say “he has a demon.”  They criticize Jesus and called him a “glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.”      The evangelist reports this otherwise we would have no idea of the opposition to Him who went around doing good.     The fact that some people do not recognize God in Jesus does not prevent God’s plan from being carried out.

Chorazin and Bethsaida were cities not far from Capernaum.   Jesus preached in these cities and worked many miracles there.   In Capernaum he revealed his teaching about the Blessed Eucharist (John 6:51ff)

Jesus is point out the ingratitude of people who could know him but who refuse to change.  On the day of judgment they will have more explaining to do:  “Every one to whom much is given, of him will much be required.”

Jesus thanks His Father    Mt. 11:25-30

“Things hidden from the wise yet revealed to babes.”   Mt. 11:25

The wise and understanding of this world, those who rely on their own judgment, cannot accept the revelation which Christ has brought us.   Supernatural outlook is always connected with humility.   “”

Jesus reveals his divinity.    “No one knows the Father except the Son…ff”   The identity of knowledge between the Father and Son implies oneness of nature;  Jesus is God just as the Father is God.

“Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  Vs. 28

We all find things difficult in one way or another.  Only Jesus can bring peace to our souls.

Question:    What did Jesus mean when he praised those who were child-like?  

Answer:
A child believes and trusts his parents even though he cannot understand the reasoning behind their rules.  The child is always asking “why?”    As a “child of God” we need to believe and trust God’s word even though we cannot understand the “why’s” behind all of His teachings.   Our salvation depends on it.

Mt. Chapter 12: 1-13

The question of the Sabbath
Sabbath:   this was the day the Jews set aside for worshipping God.  God, who established the Sabbath, ordered the Jews to avoid certain kinds of work on this day (Ex 20:8-11) to leave them free to give more time to God.    But the Pharisees had extended the list of forbidden work.   Example:  plucking ears of corn was the same as harvesting, and crushing them was the same as milling – types of agricultural work forbidden on the Sabbath.

Jesus rebuts with an example from the life of David, and points out that priest in the Temple have to do certain things on the Sabbath that are not considered ‘breaking the law.”  

Jesus points out that if a sheep falls into a pit they can take it out, and a man is worth more than a sheep.  So it is lawful to do good on a Sabbath.

Jesus then enters the synagogue and heals a man with a withered hand.

Jesus is teaching that no law should get in the way of doing good.    The very people who are scandalized by our Lord’s miracle are quite ready to plot his death, even on the Sabbath.

Jesus, the suffering servant of Yahweh   Mt 12:14 - 21

The Pharisees went out and took counsel against him, how to destroy him.  Jesus left that place and healed all who followed Him.      Matthew quotes Isaiah 42:1-4.    Jesus is the Suffering Servant, a humble servant, beloved of God, chosen by God.  Phil 2:6, tells us that Jesus took the form of a servant.  This humility led him to cure and care for the poor and afflicted of Israel, without seeking acclaim.    Jesus worked his miracles, in a loving, gentle way.      Jesus does not seek the sinner’s death, but his conversion, his life.

The sin against the Holy Spirit
A blind and dumb demoniac was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the dumb man spoke and saw.    This man was possessed: an evil spirit or demon took over his body.  Possessed people have lost their self-control; when they are in the trance of possession, they are tools of the devil.  The evil spirit who has mastery over them sometimes gives them supernatural powers; at other times, he torments the person, and may even drive him to suicide.    

The expulsion of the demon proves that the coming of Jesus marks the beginning of the Kingdom of God and that the devil has been dispossessed of his territory.  

Jesus says that we are either with Him or against Him.  The Pharisees are either for Jesus or for the devil.     Those who are not united with Jesus through faith, hope and charity, are against him—and therefore, on the side of the devil.

Jesus does not mince words.  A Christian cannot temporize;  if he wants to be a true Christian he must not entertain ideas that are contrary to Revelation and with the teaching of the Church.     We must not compromise on matters of faith, trying to adapt Jesus’ teaching to suit our convenience or because we are afraid of how other people will react to it.  

“I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.    Whoever says a word against the Son of man will be forgiven; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”   Mt. 12:31-32

Jesus wants all men to be saved and he calls all men to repentance.   The Redemption won by Christ atones for all sins and extends to every man and woman.  Christ gave his Church the power to forgive sins by means of the sacraments of Baptism and Penance.  This power is unlimited; the Church can pardon all sins of all the baptized as often as they confess their sins with the right disposition.  This teaching is a dogma of faith.

“Sin against the Holy Spirit”    Sin against the Holy Spirit is said to be unforgivable NOT so much because of its gravity or malice but because of the subjective disposition of the sinner:  his attitude shuts the door on repentance.    The sin against the Holy Spirit consists in maliciously attributing to the devil the miracles and signs wrought by Christ.  The very nature of this sin blocks the person’s route to Christ, who is the only one who can take away the sin of the world, and the sinner puts himself outside the range of God’s forgiveness.   In this sense, the sins against the Holy Spirit cannot be forgiven.

Why would Satan decrease his influence in men by expelling himself from them when his goal is to increase his influence.    God’s goal is also in increase His influence by decreasing Satan’s, hence casting him out of people.    The “unforgivable sin” is blaspheming the Holy Spirit by attributing His work to Satan.

Jesus continues, because the devil is evil, he cannot do good things.  And if the works of Jesus is good, then they cannot have been done by the devil:   “a sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit”

Jesus reminds people that there is a Judgment.   The Magisterium of the Church explains that there is a “particular” judgment immediately after one dies, and a “general” judgment at the end of the world.

The sign of Jonah
The people want a sign.   Jesus said they would only be given “the sign of Jonah.”   That is, his Resurrection.   The Resurrection is the decisive proof of the divine character of his person, his mission, and of his teaching.

When God sent Jonah to Nineveh, they recognized the prophet and accepted his message.    Whereas, Jerusalem does not wish to recognize Jesus, of whom Jonah was merely a figure.    And the queen of Sheba was in awe of Solomon’s wisdom, whom Jewish tradition saw as the epitome of the wise man.   Jesus is infinitely greater that Jonah or Solomon, yet He goes unrecognized.

Jesus tells us that if demons ever repossess a man, they torment him in a worse way.   

St. Peter says that the devil prowls around like a lion seeking someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8)   and that people who have been converted and revert to the depravities of their past life become worse than they were before  (2 Peter 2:20)      Jesus is warning the Jews of his time that if they continue to reject the light they will end up worse than they were before.   This also applies to Christians who, after being converted and reconciled to God, allows the devil to enter his soul again.

The true kinsmen of Jesus   Mt. 12:46-50

Jesus mother and brethren were outside asking to speak to Him and Jesus said, “Who is my mother, and who are my brethren?   Then He said, “Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, and sister and mother.”

Jesus had different kinds of relatives, some on his mother’s side, others on St. Joseph’s side.    Matthew mentions as living in Nazareth, James, Joseph, Simon and Judas “his brethren” and elsewhere there is a reference to Jesus’ sisters (Mk.6:3)  

James and Joseph were the sons of a woman named Mary, but not the Virgin Mary.  And Simon and Judas were the children of the brother of St. Joseph.  Hence they were St. Joseph’s nephew’s, and Jesus’ cousins.   It is a dogma  of the Church, that Mary was always a virgin.

In the above, Jesus is not putting His mother down; Jesus is pointing out her heart, her position before God:  “let it be done to me according to your (God’s) will.”   To do the “will of God the Father” is to be a member of God’s family.    Mary always did the “will of God.”  The crowd has to go beyond her “physical motherhood” to her deeper “true spiritual self.”     Just as God dwelled in Mary, He wants to dwell in all of us and He does when we are in a state of grace.

Parables of the Kingdom   --   Chapter 13 has 7 of Jesus’ parables.  

The Sower    study from the Bible.

1.
Footpath:   one who hears the Word of God and does not understand it; Satan comes and snatches what is sown in his heart



Birds

= 
Satan

2.
Rocky ground:   this man hears the Word of God and receives it with joy; yet the Word has no root in himself; but when tribulation or persecution comes, he immediately falls away.
  


3.
Thorns:  This man hears the Word of God but the cares of the world and the delight in riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

4.
Good Soil:   This man hears the Word of God and understands it; he bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.

Sower

=
God the Father, Jesus, apostles and disciples

Seeds

=
The Word of God

Soil                  =
People who have different kinds of responses to the Word of God:  some people listen and obey; other are indifferent, others reject His words.

Footpath
= 
people who hear without understanding

Birds

= 
Satan

Rocky ground
=
In times of persecution these people abandon the Word of God

Thorns

=
These people hear and obey, but materialism, worldly riches choke 


God’s word.

Good Soil
=
These people hear, obey, witness and bring others to salvation with 


them.

Fruit

=
Represents good deeds, acts of charity and a prayerful life, 




witnessing to others and praying for their salvation.

The Kingdom of God has its tiny, humble origins; its steady growth; its worldwide scope; its salvific force.    It is so valuable that one ought to give up everything to obtain it.   The good and the bad are all mixed together until the “harvest” time or the time of God’s judgment.   Those who follow Jesus will be given a deeper understanding of divine truths;  those who do not “follow” Jesus, will later lose interest in the things of God and will grow ever blinder:  it is as if the little they have is being taken away from them.   

God gives grace, and man freely responds to that grace.   Those who respond to grace receive more grace and so grow steadily in grace and holiness;  whereas those who reject God’s gifts become closed up within themselves; through their selfishness and attachment to sin, they eventually lose God’s grace entirely.     Therefore, Jesus warns us to act responsibly.     The gifts God send us should yield fruit.      It is not enough to know what the church teaches:  you must put it into practice

The Jews witnessed Jesus’ life but did not believe in Him because their attitude was closed.   The disciples were open, recognized Him as messiah, and accepted His teaching.  Jesus called his disciples blessed.   The people of the Old Testament were waiting for His coming; Simeon was filled with joy when holding the baby Jesus – having recognized Him as the coming messiah.

The parable of the weeds    Mt. 13:24-30    and  Mt.  36-43  parable explained.

“Let the wheat and weeds grow together until the harvest.  Then the reapers will gather the “weeds” put them and bundles and they will be burnt.  The “wheat” will go into the barn.

Symbols:  

Jesus

=
The Sower who sows Good Seeds

Field

=
world

Good seed
=
sons of the kingdom of God

Bad seeds
=
sons of the evil one

Enemy

=
the devil who sowed the bad seeds

Harvest
=
the Final Judgment, the end of the world

Reapers
=
angels who will gather the “weeds” and have them burnt in the fire

“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and throw them into the furnace of fire; there men will weep and gnash their teeth:   Mt. 13:41-42

The good and bad people will live together on this planet earth until the Last Judgment when God and his angels will separate them and the good people will go to heaven, and the bad people will go to hell.

Although the just and the sinners are now side by side, the Church has the right and the duty to exclude those who cause scandal, especially those who attack its doctrine and unity;  this it can do through excommunication.   The purpose of excommunication is to correct those who are obstinate in error, and to protect others from them

The Mustard Seed;   the leaven     Mt. 13:31 -- 34

A man sowed mustard seeds in his field;  they are the smallest of seeds, but grow big.

Man = Jesus

Seeds = the preaching of Jesus; the Word of God, the Gospel, the Church.

It has small beginnings but will spread all over the earth and embrace all who accept God’s invitation.
Leaven in the dough
Leaven
 (yeast) 
=
individual Christian

Dough

= 
the world

The Christian lives in this world winning souls for Christ by his word and example.

Your calling to be children of God requires you not only to seek personal holiness, but also to go out in all the highways of the earth, and to witness and bring others to salvation.

The hidden treasure;   the pearl,    the net
The kingdom of heaven is like hidden treasure; a man finds it and sells all that he has to obtain it.

Treasure
= 
abundance of gifts which a person stumbles upon, heaven
Pearl

=
indicates the beauty of the kingdom which is found after a long 



search.

The men’s attitude is the same;  they sell all that they have and buy it.    In other words, we Christians need to value living in God’s kingdom.   We need to value the means of salvation  baptism, reconciliation, Eucharist.          Christ, his kingdom, heaven is the treasure; don’t lose it.    Give up everything to gain it.

The net
Fishing nets collect all sorts of things.

The Net
=
the Church

The Sea
=
the world

At the end of time God will judge men and separate the good from the bad.  

Jesus emphasizes Judgment and hell.    Why??  Because men tend to forget these great truths.     Jesus speaks clearly so that men will have no excuse and say they did not know about these eternal consequences.

They might have an excuse if Jesus spoke about these things in ambiguous terms; but Jesus doesn’t.   He is perfectly clear:   at the end of your life you will be judged.  Good people who obey the Word of God will be saved;   evil people who disobey God will go to hell.       And God defines what is “good.”   Good = holy.

Scribes
   =
religious teachers, a specialist in sacred Scripture and its application to life.
A scribe trained for the kingdom of heaven = 


Are the apostles and their successors the Bishops are the teaching Church.

They were given the authority and the mission to teach.   The Pope and the Bishops exercise this authority directly and are helped by the priests.  

We are the learning church.  However, every disciple of Christ has a duty to pass this teaching on to others; therefore, every person ought to be sure he has a good grasp of Christian doctrine.    The teaching of the Church is to be applied to all times and situations.     Therefore, the Church and its pastors preach a single unchanging truth.   For 2000 years, the gospel has been “good news.”

No one is a prophet in his own country
When he has taught these parables, he returned to his own country (Nazareth in Galilee)

His neighbors did not accept Him.   Wasn’t he Mary’s son?  Where did He get all this wisdom?    Why Jesus and not us?    Are not his brethren James and Joseph, Simon and Judas?   Are not all his sisters with us?    Where then did this man get all this?   He did not do mighty works there because of their unbelief.

They were unaware of the mystery of Jesus’ conception.

Chapter 14    The death of John the Baptist
Herod the Tetrarch, Herod Antipas, is the same Herod as appears later in the account of the Passion.     Of Herod the Great, Antipas governed Galilee and Perea in the name of the Roman emperor.     According to Flavius Josephus, the Jewish historian, he was married to a daughter of an Arabian king, but in spite of this he lived in concubinage with Herodias, his brother’s wife.    St. John the Baptist, and Jesus himself, often criticized the tetrarch’s immoral life, which was in conflict with the sexual morality laid down in the Law.

Joseph Flavius gives additional information about John.    It was in the fortress of Makeronte that John was imprisoned (a fortress on the eastern bank of the Dead Sea, and was the scene of the banquet in question) and that Herodias’ daughter was called Salome.

Herod had John arrested for Herodias sake because John said, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”   On Herod’s birthday, Salome danced before the company and Herod promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask.  Prompted by her mother, she asked for the head of John the Baptist.  Herod was sorry, but he had John beheaded.  John’s disciples came and buried his body.

St. Augustine comments:  “Amid the excesses and sensuality of the guests, oaths are rashly made, which then are unjustly kept.”       It is a sin against the second commandment of God’s Law to make an oath to do something unjust; any such oath has no binding force.   In fact, if one keeps it—as Herod did—one commits an additional sin.   

PAGE  
14

