New Testament Notes      Infancy and childhood of Jesus    
Terms:

Doctors of the Law:
Jewish scholars who spent their lives studying the Scriptures; also called “scribes.”

Immaculate Conception:
From the first moment of Mary’s existence, Mary never had any evil tendencies to sin; Mary was preserved from Original Sin.

Virginal Conception:
Mary conceived Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit without sexual intercourse.    Mary was a virgin before, during and after the birth of Jesus.

Annunciation:
God reveals to Mary that she is chosen to be the Mother of God.   (Joyful Mystery of the Rosary)

Mary
said in response, “I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me according to your Word”

Joseph
Was of the house and family of David.  God communicated to him in dreams 3 times.

A) Don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, etc.

B) Fled to Egypt -- Herod

C) Safe to go back to Jerusalem/  Nazareth

Canticle:
Biblical hymn or song of praise, gratitude, and prophecy.,


There are two canticles:  Mary’s and Zachariah’s.

Canticle of Mary:
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my savior….from now on all ages will call me blessed.”

Canticle of Zechariah
“And you child will be called prophet of the Most High for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways”   Prophecy
John the Baptist
He would preach in the power and spirit of Elijah.  These are the words of Jesus – for those who would believe.

Visitation:
Mary visits Elizabeth after she learns she is with child.  This is the second Joyful Mystery.

Elizabeth
said to Mary, “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”    Words in prayer “Hail Mary”

Gabriel:
Messenger of God who brought good news to first to Zechariah and 6 months later to Mary.  To Mary, the angel identifies Jesus with the “Promised One” foretold by the prophets.  “The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, and…His kingdom will never end.”   Mary will conceive by the “power of the Holy Spirit.”

Gabriel:
He told Zechariah: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, your prayers have been answered.”     Angels bring God’s communication to human beings.  Zechariah will have a son (John the Baptist) next year.

So, the angel Gabriel told both Zechariah and Mary & Joseph (dream) what to name their child.

Luke
deliberately compares Mary’s body with the “Meeting Tent” and her womb with the ark.

Meeting Tent contained Ark of the Covenant which contained the Words of God in the Ten Commandments;

Mary is compared to the Meeting Tent because she is carrying (contains) the WORD of God = Jesus.  
Gospel of John:  “And the WORD became flesh and dwelt among us” = Jesus
Arc of the Covenant:
Mary possesses this title because she is filled with God’s presence in her womb for 9 months, and she is filled with the Holy Spirit or “filled with grace and God is with her” – words of the angel from God to Mary via the angel Gabriel.

Betrothal:
was as binding as marriage.   A divorce was required to break the engagement and if the groom to be died before the marriage, the bride to be was considered his “widow.”  An engagement required the same faithfulness as marriage.

Incarnation:
God becoming a human being

Bethlehem:
means “house of bread;” It is where Jesus and David was born.

Jesus became “bread” or “bread of life” for the world.

Micah 5:2
“Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest towns in Judah, but out of you I will bring a ruler for Israel.”

Psalm 72:10-11
“The kings of Arabia…will bring him offerings.  All kings will bow down before him; all nations will serve him.”

Jesus:
name means “savior.”  Yahweh is my salvation.   He is human and divine; an historical person and a reflection of God the Father.   He can best be known through the Gospels.   

Messiah
is translated into Greek by the word “Christos.”

Christ:
“Christos” a Greek word that means the “anointed” one of God.

Immanuel
means “God is with us.”  Now in person, not in symbol (tablets in the Ark of the Covenant)
Shepherds:
Poor and powerless, they were look down upon by other in their society.   They were the first to hear the good news.  So they and the manger signify that the Savior came especially for 


the poor.  .Jesus was possibly born during the “lambing season.  These lambs were most likely destined for sacrifice in the Temple – Jesus, the “lamb of God,” was also destined for sacrifice.   

Magi:
Astrologers who came from the East to worship the infant.   They were “wise men” who helped the kings rule.   They alone could communicate with “Ahuramazda” the god of light.  No king began was without consulting them, and they held first rank in the nation.

Gold:
Gift  (given to kings) which symbolizes Jesus’ kingship.  “Christ the King.”

Frankencense:
 Used in religious worship by the high priest.  The aroma and smoke, coiling heavenward, spoke of divinity and made an ideal symbol.   Jesus is The High Priest who offers himself as a sacrifice to God.  He is both priest and victim.  This gift symbolizes his divinity.  

Myrrh:
Gift of the magi which foreshadowed Jesus’ suffering and death.  It was used to prepare the dead for burial; ideal symbol of Jesus’ humanity.

Circumcision:
This ceremony meant entrance into the Old Testament community; you were now a member of God’s family.  It took place 8 days after birth and was considered so sacred that it could be performed even on the Sabbath.

Presentation:
In this ceremony, a child was offered to God for His service in thanksgiving for God’s protection of Israel’s first-born during the final plague.    It took place 40 days after the birth of the child.

Purification:
In this ceremony, a child’s mother was restored to the community and was allowed to resume worship at the Temple.  It took place 50 days after the birth of the child.

Simeon
“And this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and a sword will pierce your heart.”

Anna
A widow who spent her time in the Temple in prayer and fasting who spoke about the child to those who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.

Herod the Great:
King of Judea; having been deceived by the Magi, he ordered the “Slaughter of the Innocents” – the massacre of all boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity.

Doctrines:
The official teachings of the Church on what Catholics believe.  i.e.  Incarnation, Trinity, Immaculate Conception, Assumption of Mary into heaven, Purgatory. 

Natural revelation:
is the knowledge of God that human beings can gain by their own reason.

Divine Revelation:
Is God’s communication of his very self in words and deeds for the purpose of bring people to his friendship and into his family.  It begins with Abraham and ends with Jesus and the apostles.   Divine Revelation is a mystery.

Synoptic gospels:
means when “seen together” they look alike.    The three gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke follow the same chronological order and include many of the same events.  

Inspiration:
means God is the primary author of the scriptures and the evangelist is the secondary author.  The Holy Spirit helped the evangelist to grow in their understanding of the meaning of Jesus.

Matthew:
This gospel was written for Jews and presents Jesus as a second Moses.    Is divided into five parts in imitation of the Pentateuch and was written in Antioch (Syria)  for Palestinian Jewish Christians to show that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies.    Pg. 67 in book.

Mark:
Reported to be the first and shortest gospel written.  He stresses the miracles and sufferings of Jesus to console the persecuted Gentile Christians in Rome.   Was the first gospel to be written in Rome.   First because his material is found in the gospels of Matthew and Luke.

Luke:
Stresses Jesus as the Savior of all with special emphasis on the poor and outcasts of society.      He organized his writings into three periods of history:  the Time of Israel, the Time of Jesus, and the Time of the Church.  It was written in Greece around 75 a.d. to show the Gentile world that Jesus was the compassionate, universal savior.

John:
Stresses the divinity of Jesus from the first line.  His book is divided into the Book of Signs and the Book of Glory.


He emphasizes the importance of the sacraments especially baptism and the Eucharist as bringers of God’s life.  His is also the last gospel to be written.   It was written in Ephesus, 90-100 a.d., for the first and second generation Christians to show that Jesus is the Son of God.

All four gospels:
present Jesus as the Messiah and they were written to preserve the oral teaching against loss or distortion.   They are not biographies of Jesus.

Q document
a hypothetical source for verses in Matthew and Luke, pg. 64 in book.

12 apostles:
the foundation stones of a new Israel = church.
A Christian:
is someone called by God to believe in Jesus Christ, to belong to him (baptism), and to share the Good News with others.

Synagogue:
A house of prayer located in every town.

Temple:
Located in Jerusalem; a place of sacrifice and worship.

1 Thessalonians:
is the “oldest” writing in the New Testament
Holy Spirit
helped the evangelists to proclaim the “good news” to others after Pentecost day.

Jesus 
received the gift of Holy Spirit, when he was baptized by John, before his public ministry.

Apostles
received the gift of Holy Spirit, on Pentecost Day before their public ministry.

Pentecost 
the Jewish people celebrate the Exodus on this day

St. Paul
wrote his “letters” before the gospels were written,  pg. 52 in book.  

Josephus (37 – 101)
Was born in Jerusalem and became a Roman citizen.  He wrote about the Jewish culture and a wise man who persuaded many He was the messiah.  The group named after this man is called the Christians.   He outlined Jesus’ life, death and resurrection

Tacitus  (56 – 120)
A Roman senator and governor of Asia, he wrote “Nero fabricated scapegoats.”  Their originator, Christ, had been executed in Tiberius’ reign by the governor of Judaea, Pontius Pilate.        The first pagan historian, who having discovered the existence of Jesus in 115 a.d., found the official report concerning his death 

Pliny the Younger (61-115)  
Was a Roman orator who became Governor of Bithynia.  He wrote to Emperor Trajan for advice on treatment of the Christians.

Seutonius (69 – 120)
A Roman historian and court secretary who wrote “because the Jews at Rome caused continuous disturbances at the instigation of Christ, Claudius expelled them from the city 
Non-biblical records 
tell us little of the life of Jesus and nothing of his purpose and meaning.       

Name three similarities in the birth announcements of both Jesus and John Baptist.
1.
both involved an angel announcing the births.


2.
both were told what to name the child:  Mary/ Jesus;   Joseph/Jesus

Zachariah/  John.

3.
both miracle births:  Mary was a virgin;  Elizabeth was “old” and barren for many years.

Differences:   Mary believed; Zachariah disbelieved and was struck “dumb” until the circumcision and naming of John.

Name three things that Jesus did as a boy that sets an example for youth today.

1.
After he was found by his parents he left  the Temple at the age of 12, he went home and obeyed his parents

2.
grew in knowledge and wisdom before God and men by praying and studying the scriptures.
3.
went to the synagogue with his father, Joseph, as it was his habit and traveled to Jerusalem for major feast days with the men.

What is the structure of the New Testament?     


Four gospels:  know their order


Acts of the Apostles


Letters or Epistles:  Paul wrote most of them: 13 out of 21.


Book of Revelation

How many books are there in the New Testament?    27

How many letters?     21  How many written by Paul?     14
Name and explain the three stages in the formation of the Gospel.   

1. Historical:    Life of Jesus.  What the 12 apostles and 72 disciples saw Jesus do and heard Jesus say  --  (teachings, miracles, etc.)

2. Oral:  
 After the death of Jesus  the Apostles preached  -- mainly Resurrection, Jesus is the Son of God.   People are converting, churches are being formed.  Letters are being sent to these new communities.  

3. Written:  
 Gospels written in 65 a.d. etc.,   what the evangelists recorded in the scriptures =   Public Ministry, Death and Resurrection of Jesus.

The composition of the Church between:

1. 33 to 40 a.d. the church was composed mainly of  Jews
2. 40 to 70 a.d.  the church was composes of 

both of Jewish believers    and    Gentile converts
3. After 70  a.d. and the destruction of Jerusalem, the church was made up primarily  of  Gentile converts.    (progressively more Gentiles than Jews)

The apostles did not preach the infancy stories in their first sermons.  They preached the resurrection of Christ.     The stories surrounding the Savior’s birth use symbolism and Old Testament prophecies.     Mary, Zechariah, and the angels (with the shepherds listening -- Glory to God) all sing God’s praises in the infancy narratives.     God’s greatest revelation came through Jesus.

Jesus can be found in 
1. prayer, 
2. scriptures,
3. the church, and 
4. the sacraments.  

Jesus lives today in the Word of God = scriptures, the sacraments, and in you.   

Prayer is the telephone line you use to get in touch with Jesus.

Luke:     companion of Paul who wrote the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts.
What lies ahead:   

1. many Jews (like Herod and chief priests Annias and Caiaphas) will reject him

2. many Gentiles (like the Magi and Roman centurion) will accept him.

A Talmud is an explanation of the Jewish scriptures; similar to a biblical commentary.

Talmud states that Jewish boys:   


At 5 he must begin sacred studies


At 10 he must set himself to learning the tradition


At 13 he must know the whole law of Yahweh and practice its requirements.

Bar Mitzvah:
means “Son of the Law” celebrates the thirteen-year-old boy’s entry into early adulthood.   He must now “know” and “practice” the “whole law.”   This explains why Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover when he was twelve (going on thirteen).  He had reached early adulthood and was practicing the whole Law.  

When Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem and answered his parents when they found him, “Didn’t you know that I had to be in my Father’s house?” suggest the possibility that Jesus had a special religious experience during his Temple visit – perhaps an insight into his future mission.

The Boy Jesus


Jesus probably did what most boys his age did.  He climbed hills with friends, tracked foxes (Luke 9:58), and helped shepherds (John 10:1-4).   Jesus learned his father’s trade  (Mark 6:3).   Like all fathers and sons, he and Joseph took days off together.  On some of these, they hiked to the Sea of Galilee to watch the fishermen work their nets, or swim.   Jesus may even have gone out with the fishermen on their boats.


The Sabbath was special for Jesus.  It began on Fridays night at sunset with a loud trumpet blast.  Work stopped, and prayer began.  On Sabbath morning, Jesus went with Mary and Joseph to the synagogue.  There the minister in charge appointed members of the congregation to read from the Hebrew Scriptures.  No doubt, Joseph and Jesus were called upon regularly.

Joyful Mysteries
1. Annunciation

2. Visitation

3. Birth of Jesus

4. Presentation in the Temple

5. Finding of Jesus in the Temple

In whose gospel do we find the following?

· Written in 90-100 a.d.

· Written in Rome about 65-70 a.d.

· This gospel was written for the Jewish Christians in  Antioch (Syria)

· This gospel was written for Christians of all backgrounds in Ephesus (Asia Minor)

· This gospel portrayed Jesus as the Compassionate One.

· This gospel portrayed Jesus as the Suffering Servant

· This gospel portrayed Jesus as Teacher

· This gospel portrayed Jesus as God Incarnate

· The genealogy in this gospel can be traced back to Abraham.

· The genealogy in this gospel can be traced back to Adam

· The genealogy in this gospel can be traced back to God Incarnate

In whose gospel will the following be found?

Virgin birth

Jesus alone in the Temple talking to the teachers

Wise Men

Angel appears to Joseph in a dream

Slaughter of the holy innocents

Simeon and Anna

Flight to Egypt

Zechariah’s silence

Mary’s visit to Elizabeth

Magnificat

Shepherds

Manger and stable,   

Jesus in the Temple

