Matthew, chapters 21 to 28
The entry into Jerusalem
Jesus gave instruction to two disciples to go into the village and “you will find an ass tethered and a colt.  Untie them and bring them to me.”    They did and laid their cloaks over them and he sat upon them.     The crowds preceded Him and cried out, “Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest.”

When he entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and asked, “Who is this?”  And the crowds replied, “This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The cleansing of the Temple
He entered the temple and drove out all those engaged in selling and buying there.  He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves.  And he said to the, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer, but you are making it a den of thieves.”    He cured the blind and the lame.   
When the chief priests and the scribes saw the wondrous thing he was doing, and the children crying out in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.    And they said to Jesus, “Do you hear what they are saying?”  Jesus said “Yes” and did not object.  

The selling of lambs and doves took place in the Court of the Gentiles.      
1,
These lambs and doves were overpriced, which is the reason Jesus called them thieves.    
2,
Also, they had to change their Roman money into Temple money and had to pay a fee for this exchange.    
3.
Finally the Court of the Gentiles was the only place Gentiles could pray;  with the buying and selling that was taking place there, they had no place to pray.

The authority of Jesus Questioned
The chief priest and the elders of the people approached him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things?  And who gave you this authority?

Jesus said in reply, “I shall ask you one question, and if you answer it for me, then I shall tell you by what authority I do these things.   Where was John’s baptism from?   Was it of heavenly or of human origin?”     The Pharisees responded they did not know.  So Jesus said “Neither shall I tell you by what authority I do these things.”
Parable of the Two Sons

A father asked his two sons to work in the vineyard.

One son said he would do the father’s will, but did not.

The other son said he wouldn’t do the father’s will, but changed his mind and did.

Which of the two did the Father’s will?
First son who said he would work in the vineyard, but did not.  The scribes and Pharisees boasted of their faithfulness to God, but did not obey John the Baptist call to conversion.

Second son were the tax collectors and prostitutes who heard John’s message of repentance, repented of their sins, and are entering the Kingdom of God before the Pharisees.     They believed John and repented; whereas, the Pharisees heard John but did not believe him.

Parable of the Tenants

A landowner planted a vineyard and put a hedge around it.  He leased it to tenants and went on a journey.   When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce.  But the tenant seized the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned.   He sent more servants and they treated them the same way,   Then he sent his son and said, “They will respect my son.”  But they killed him.”

Their ambition blinds them to the punishment that awaits them.

What will the owner do to those tenants when he comes?    He will put those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the proper times.

Owner

=
God the Father

Old tenants
=
Chief priest, scribes, Pharisees, leaders of the O.T.

Servants
=
Prophets

Son

=
Jesus

New tenants
=
Apostles and their successors, Bishops (Catholic Church)

So the Pharisees and Sadducees would be replaced by the Apostles and their successors who would give the owner the “fruits” he was looking for.

Elsewhere in the scriptures, Jesus said to the scribes and Pharisees, “Have you never read in the scriptures,   ‘The very stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.’   Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation producing the fruits of it.  And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but when it falls on any one, it will crush him.”    The chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables; they perceived that he was speaking about them.

This is a very significant prophecy.   St. Peter later repeats it to the Sanhedrin: “this is the stone which was rejected by you builders, but which has become the head of the corner”   (Acts 4:11 and 1 Peter 2:4)

The stone is Jesus of Nazareth, but the architects of Israel, who build up and rule the people, have chosen not to use it in the building of God’s kingdom.    Because of their unfaithfulness the Kingdom of God will be turned over to another people, the Gentiles, who will give God the fruit he expects his vineyard to yield.

For the building to be well built, it needs to rest on this cornerstone (Jesus).  
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Chapter 22          The Question about the Resurrection
Jesus was asked a question about a woman who had seven husbands.   At the resurrection who’s wife will she be?
Jesus said, “At the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage but are like the angels in heaven.  
Greatest Commandment
“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment.   The second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The whole law the prophets depend on these two commandments.”

Denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees
The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses.  Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example.   For, they preach but they do not practice what they preach.
Chapter 24
The Destruction of the Temple Foretold
Jesus prophecies that “there will not be left here a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down.”    

Jesus warns of many calamities and a great tribulation before He returns.  

Vs, 30-31: “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming upon the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.  And he will send out his angels with a trumpet blast, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”

The Unknown Day and Hour
Vs. 36  “But of that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”      And it will be like the days of Noah; they did not know until the flood came and took them all away.

Vs. 44:  “You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”

Chapter 25          The Parable of the Ten Virgins
The kingdom of heaven will be like 10 virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.   The five foolish ones took no oil with them, and the five wise ones took oil.   The bridegroom came while the five foolish one were out buying oil.   When they returned, they were not allowed into the wedding feast.”

Points of this parable:    You should always be in a state of grace ready to meet the Lord whenever He comes.”

Judgment of the Nations
Vs. 31    “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him.   And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separated the sheep from the goats.   He will place the sheep on his right, and the goats on his left.    

And the King will say to those on his right, “Come you who are blessed by my Father.  Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.”

And the righteous will say, “when did we see you hungry, etc.”   And the King will reply, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”
Vs. 41,  “Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.     For I was hungry and you gave me no food, etc.    vs. 46  And these will go off to eternal punishment,  but the righteous to eternal life. 

Point:  You will be judged by your acts of love; “whatever you do to the least of My children, you do to me.

Chapter 26
The Conspiracy against Jesus

When Jesus finished saying the above, he said, “You know that in two days’ time it will be Passover, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”

Caiaphas:   was the high priest.  The chief priests and the elders assembled in his palace and consulted together to arrest Jesus by treachery and put him to death.
Anointing at Bethany
Jesus was at the house of Simon the leper.     A woman came up to him with an alabaster jar of costly perfumed oil and poured it one his head while he was reclining at the table.   The disciples complained it could have been sold and the money given to the poor.  Jesus said “she is preparing me for burial.  You will always have the poor with you.”

Betrayal by Judas
Judas Iscariot when to the chief priest and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?”      They paid him thirty pieces of silver and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over.

The Betrayer
When it was evening, at the Last Supper, Jesus said, “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”    Vs. 24 “But woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed; It would be better for that man if he had never been born.”

The Lord’s Supper
Jesus took the bread, said the blessing, broke it and said, “Take and eat; this is My body.”

Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink from it, all of you; For this is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sin.”
After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Peter’s Denial Foretold
Jesus predicts that before the “cock crows, you will deny me three times.”

Peter said, “Even though I should have to die with you, I will not deny you.”
The Agony in the Garden
Gethsemane:   also called the Mount of Olives, where Jesus prayed with his disciples.

Jesus took Peter, James and John (Zebedee’s sons) with him and said, “My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch with me.”   Remember, these three men also witnessed the “Transfiguration.” 

He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.”    He came back and found them asleep.  He withdrew a second time, said the above prayer, came back and found them asleep again.   He withdrew a third time to pray, came back and found them sleeping.   He said, “Get up, by betrayer is at hand.”
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus
Judas arrived with a large crowd with clubs and swords who had come from the chief priest and elders.

Judas said, “the man I shall kiss is the one, arrest him.”
Simon Peter (John’s gospel) drew his knife and struck the high priest servant’s ear.  Jesus healed it.

Jesus said: “put your sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.”

Jesus before the Sanhedrin
Caiaphas:   those who had arrested Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest where the scribes and the elders were assembled.

The chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death.  But they found none, though many false witnesses came forward.
Vs. 63:  Caiaphas said, “I order you to tell us under oath before the living God whether you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”

Vs. 64   Jesus said in reply: “You have said so. But I tell you:  From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and ‘coming on the clouds of heaven.’”

Caiaphas said:  “He has blasphemed!  What further need have we of witnesses?”  

Caiaphas asked the opinion of the entire Sanhedrin.  They said, “he deserves to die!”

Then some spat in his face, and struck him, while some slapped him saying, “Prophesy for us, Messiah;  who is it that struck you?”

Peter’s Denial of Jesus
Three times Peter denied knowing and being with Jesus.    Vs. 74, He began to curse and swear, “I do not know the man.”    And immediately a cock crowed.  Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had spoken:  “Before the cock crows you will deny me three times.  He went out and began to weep bitterly.
Chapter 27         Jesus before Pilate
They bound Jesus and handed him over to Pilate, the governor.

The Death of Judas
Vs. 3:   Judas deeply regretted what he had done.  He returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders saying, “I have sinned in betraying innocent blood.”
He flung the money into the Temple and went out and hung himself.
Chief priests:    gathered up the money and said, “It is not lawful to deposit this in the temple treasury, for it is the price of blood.”      So they used it to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners.   Today it is called the Field of Blood.
Jesus Questioned by Pilate
Pilate asked Jesus:    “Are you the King of the Jews?    Jesus said, “You say so.”

Jesus did not answer any of the accusations made by the chief priest and the elders.  Pilate was amazed.

The Sentence of Death
Pilate asked the crowd to choose between two men to release on the occasion of Passover.   The two men were:   Jesus and Barabbas.

Pilate knew it was out of envy that they wanted to kill Jesus.

Pilate’s wife send him a message:  “Have nothing to do with that righteous man.  I suffered much in a dream today because of him.”
The crowd chose Jesus to be crucified.

Pilate knew he was innocent, but saw that a riot was breaking out.  So he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood.  Look to it yourselves.
The crowd said, “Let His blood be upon us and upon our children.”

Pilate released Barabbas, had Jesus scourged, and handed him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified.
Mockery by the Soldiers
The soldiers stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak about him.   Weaving a crown of thorns, they placed it on his head, and a reed in his right hand.  And kneeling they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews.”   They spat on him and took the reed striking him on the head.  Then they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off to crucify him.
The Way of the Cross
Simon, the Cyrenian:    was pressed into service to help Jesus carry his cross.
The Crucifixion
Golgotha:   means Place of the Skull
Vs.  35   after they crucified him, they divided his garments by casting lots.

They placed over his head the written charge against him:   “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.

Some taunted him saying “If you are the Messiah, come down from the cross.”   The chief priests and the scribes mocked him saying, “He saved others but cannot save himself.  So he is the king of Israel!  Let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him.  He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”

The Death of Jesus
From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.

At three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”     Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit.

Earthquake:   the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom.   The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised.  And coming forth from their tombs, after his resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many.

Centurion:   feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, “Truly, this was the Son of God.”    
Many women were there who had ministered to Jesus, among them Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee (James and John).
The Burial of Jesus
Joseph of Arimathea:    a rich man who was a disciple of Jesus.  He was also a member of the council but had not consented to the council’s plans (Luke 23:50).  He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.   Pilate ordered it to be handed over.

Joseph wrapped the body in clean linen and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock.    He rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and departed.   Mary Magdalene and the other Mary remained sitting there, facing the tomb.
Nicodemus:   John’s gospel adds another detail.     Nicodemus, who had come to Jesus at night and wanted to know if Jesus was the Messiah, brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about one hundred pounds.     He and Joseph took the body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with the spices, according to the Jewish burial custom.
The Guard at the Tomb
The next day, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember that this impostor while still alive said, ‘After three days I will be raised up.’  Give orders that the grave be secured until the third day, lest his disciples come and steal him and say to the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’  This last imposture would be worse that the first.”   Pilate said, “The guard is yours; go secure it as best you can.” 
Chapter 28           The Resurrection of Jesus
As Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb, there was another earthquake.    An angel of the Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it.  His appearance was like lightening and his clothing was as white as snow.    

The guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead men.  

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid.  I know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified.  He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said.  Come and see the place where he lay.  The go quickly and tell his disciples He has been raised and he is going before you to Galilee.  There you will see him.

Jesus met the women on their way and greeted them.  They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage.  Jesus said, “Go and tell the others.”

The Report of the Guard
Some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priest all that had happened.   They assembled with the elders and took counsel;   then they gave them a large sum of money and told the solders to say, “His disciples came by night and stole him while we were asleep.”   And if this gets to the ears of the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.    The soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed.

The Commissioning of the Disciples
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.  When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.   Then Jesus approached and said to them.  “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.    Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”
ADDITIONAL DETAILS         FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK
Chapter 15: 25, “It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him.”
Vs. 33:  At noon darkness came over the entire land, and at three o’clock, Jesus died.”
He appeared to two disciples on their way to the country.  They returned to Jerusalem and told the others.”

Jesus commissions the eleven to “go out into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to everyone.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, whoever does not believe will be condemned.   Many signs (miracles) will accompany you.  
Vs. 19:  Jesus ascended into heaven to be seated at the right hand of God the Father

ADDITIONAL DETAILS    
FROM THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
Agony in the Garden    22:44   Jesus was in such agony and he prayed so fervently that his sweat became like drops of blood falling on the ground.     Blood sweat is possible when a person is in great agony.
Jesus before Pilate:    Jesus was accused of     1)  misleading the people  2)  opposes the payment of taxes to Caesar and 3)  maintains that he is the Messiah, a king.
When Pilate heard that Jesus was a Galilean, he sent him to Herod.    Jesus refused to talk to Herod or perform any miracles.   The chief priests and scribes stood by accusing him harshly.  Even Herod and his soldiers treated him contemptuously and mocked him, and after clothing him in resplendent garb, he sent him back to Pilate.
Pilate said even Herod found him innocent of committing any capital crime.  Therefore Pilate decided to have Jesus flogged and then release him

Last words of Jesus    “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”
Barabbas:   had been imprisoned for rebellion and murder  was released and Jesus crucified because of the crowd.
The good thief said to Jesus:   “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

Jesus said, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Jesus appears in their midst in Jerusalem.   Jesus said, “Peace be with you.  I am not a ghost.  Look at my hands and feet.  Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see.    Do you have anything to eat?  He ate a piece of baked fish.    He took it and ate it in front of them.  
ADDITIONAL DETAILS

FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
John adds after the above, that Thomas was not with them.  Thomas said, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”   A week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them.  Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”   The he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.

Thomas answered:  “My Lord and my God.”     Jesus said, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

John 19: 19-22        Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.  It read, 
“Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the Jews”     Now many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.   So the chief priest of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, “I am the King of the Jews.’”    Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
John 19:25-27
Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, Mary, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala.   When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved (John), he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.”   Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.”    And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.
Mary becomes the mother of ALL of Jesus’ disciples.  We ought to bring her into our home and into our hearts.

The blood and water      The soldiers broke the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus.  But when they came to Jesus, he was already dead.  So one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately blood and water flowed out.    Blood and water symbolize the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist.

 The burial of Jesus    John mentions both Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus.
The cross symbolizes both God’s justice and His mercy.
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