CHAPTER 1
What are the four main Jewish beliefs?

· There is one God

· God created everything

· God chose the Jewish people to carry God’s image and blessing through history

· God made a Covenant with the Jews

God established covenants with Adam & Eve and Noah, before Abraham in (prehistory Genesis)

God promised Abraham many descendants, land, and a son (Isaac)

Change in names:   signified an important vocation and mission given them by God.

Abraham:  father in faith.   His obedience to God as he walked in faith models for us perfect obedience and trust in God.

Covenant:
A solemn agreement between two parties to do something for each other.   It describes a faithful relationship between God and the Hebrew people.
When Isaac’s son Jacob renewed the covenant with God, his name was changed to Israel.

Patriarchal period began approximately 1900 b.c. and continued for about 200 years.     

Mosaic covenant:  study from pg. 8


On Mount Sinai, Israel was given its identity as a nation.  They were called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy nation, IF they obeyed.

Ten Commandments:    God’s laws.

Eternal covenant:   Nathan’s prophecy to David.    David would have an heir whose kingdom would last forever; fulfilled in Jesus.

Prophets:   conscience of the Jewish people.  

Jeremiah an Ezekiel:  revealed a new covenant – one that would be written on the hearts of people.

The prophets called for a new kingdom in which a Messiah, sent from God, would lead the people back to him.   This hope for a Messiah became a significant theme in the preaching of the prophets, particularly Isaiah.

Covenant fulfilled in Jesus        Pg 8
Study the chart on page 9
Why is the Passover experience so important to the Jewish people?

It is important because God spared the Israelite children from death.    This allowed the exodus of the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.

Describe the similarities between Moses and Jesus.
Moses led the Israelites across the Red Sea to freedom.

Moses is the lawgiver of the old covenant (10 commandments)

Jesus saves us from the slavery of sin and death and gives eternal life through the waters of Baptism.

Jesus is the lawgiver of the new covenant (the Beatitudes).

What are the differences between the old and the new covenant?

Old Covenant:
People were slaves to Egypt

New Covenant:
People were slaves to sin

Old Covenant:
People saved by blood of the lamb on doorpost

New Covenant:
People saved by the blood of Jesus, Lamb of God

Old Covenant:   
People crossed the waters of the Red Sea to freedom
New Covenant:
People cross the waters of Baptism to freedom from sin and death.
Old Covenant:
People celebrated the annual rite of the Passover meal

New Covenant:
People celebrate the Eucharist

Old Covenant:
People were bound to God by the Ten Commandments

New Covenant:
People are additionally bound to God through the Law of Love – the Beatitudes of Jesus.

How are the “land” and the “covenant” related?

The land of Palestine was the sign of the Jews’ everlasting covenant with God.

Page 11      Judaism at the Time of Jesus
Location
Reason for its importance
Bethlehem
City where Jesus was born

Jordan River
Location where Jesus was baptized

Dead Sea
Surrounded by desert; Essenes lived near this;  site where Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered.

Galilee
Province where Jesus spent most of his life and ministry

Nazareth
Town were Jesus spent most of his life and ministry
Sea of Galilee
Where Jesus and his disciples fished
Judea
Province where Jesus was born and died

Jerusalem
City where Jesus died; symbolized old covenant

Samaria
Province between Galilee and Judea; inhabitants here alienated from Jews

Page 11
Land is divided into several regions:

Major provinces:
Judea, Samaria, and Galilee.

Each region had its own cultural, social, and religious identity.

Question:     What were the three main geographical areas in Palestine during the time of Jesus and what characterized each?

Judea
Jerusalem was both the political and spiritual capital of the country.  It existed for ten centuries by the time Jesus was born.

Jews living there tend to be orthodox and nationalistic.   They viewed the Temple as the center of the universe—connecting point where God and humans met.    

Samaria
Once northern capital of Israel; In 721 conquered by the Assyrians.  Only a small number of Israelites remained and intermarried with the foreign occupants.  Consequently, most Jews despised them and considered them outcasts.
Galilee
Means “circle of Gentiles.”      Many of the people of the area adopted some of the customs of their Gentile neighbors.  For this reason, the Jews looked down upon them.      

It was in Judea and Galilee that the message of Jesus was first preached.   His hometown of Nazareth was part of Galilee.
The Importance of Family in Jewish Life       Page 12-13
Background:

There were specific gender roles from the beginning of life.  Mothers assumed responsibility for children.  Males were responsible for preserving the family property and begetting sons.

The relationship between mother and son was close in Jewish culture; a mother was not given status or security within the household until she produced a male heir.

· Family life formed the heart of the Jewish culture.

· Property stayed within the family from one generation to another
· There were religious and societal norms for all family members

· Parents took care of children when they were young; children took care of parents when they were older.

· Jewish worship most commonly took place in the home on the eves of holy days and the Sabbath.     Members of the family had special roles in these religious celebrations.

· They also went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day.

Jewish Marriages   pg. 12-13
· Marriages were arranged as a legal and social contract between two families.

· Enhance status, produce male heirs, preserve and transfer family property to the next generation

· Bride’s family looked for someone who could provide, respected citizen, good father.
Question:    What was the process of marriage at the time of Jesus?
At the time of Jesus, marriages were arranged as a legal and social contract between two families.   The process involved betrothal in which the couple was bound by a contract of marriage.  The father or responsible male for the bride entered into the contract on her behalf.  In the final step of the process, the father would surrender his daughter to the bridegroom.

What happened in the event of a divorce?
In the event of a divorce, relations between families were severed as well as any agreements made regarding property.  Children belonged to the household of the male.

Groups within Judaism       Page 13 to 15    Compare the differences between them.
Pharisees    study from the book

· Most influential religious sect

· Well-educated religious leaders

· Insisted on strict observance of the Sabbath laws and on obeying purity laws, dietary rules, and ritual cleansings.
· Acknowledged oral tradition of the elders

· Models of obedience to the Law

· They excluded the unclean from table fellowship

Unclean:   included those who were physically or emotionally ill and tax collectors.
Jesus said:  “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach.”

Jesus accepts both scripture and tradition.    Moses’ seat is nowhere in the Old Testament.   It’s part of tradition that Jesus’ accepts.  He acknowledges their authority to teach.   But if they give bad example, do not follow it.
Jesus also established the chair of Peter, which is a position within the church.   It’s called the papacy.  Jesus gave Peter and his successor’s authority to teach, baptize, and forgive sins.  But if they give a bad example, do not follow their examples.

Pharisees:    Matthew, Saint Paul.

Jesus shared certain beliefs with the Pharisees:

· The resurrection of the righteous

· Existence of angels and spirits and

· A final judgment

Sadducees    pg. 14
They were mostly priests who saw no harm in compromising the Jewish laws with the Greek and Roman laws in order to keep peace.
· Did not believe in anything that was not in the Torah

· They were the wealthy, conservative, aristocratic ruling class

· Most powerful in the religious community

· Responsible for preserving the sanctity of the Temple and for managing it.

· They composed the majority of the 71 members of the Sanhedrin.

· They emphasized temple sacrifice, which is why they declined after 70 a.d.

Sanhedrin:
the highest court of Israel.   Jesus was brought before them after his arrest in the garden.
Scribes     page 14

· They interpreted and taught the Law

· They were not a religious party, but were affiliated with both

· They were Jewish scholars who assisted in writing and telling the Jews about their religious traditions.

· They were responsible for writing and keeping records for the people many of whom could not read or write.

· They many have served at the synagogue services by reading and explaining the Jewish Scriptures

Essenes     page 15  

They thought they were among God’s elect and were waiting for the end of the world to claim their place with God.
· They withdrew from the world and from political activity

· They avoided contact with foreign cultures and followed the Law of Moses to the last detail.

· They believed that the Temple worship was impure and that the Jews had become lax in living the law.

· They withdrew to desert communities to live a pure, monastic lifestyle.  

Zealots    pg. 15

They were militant Jews who rebelled against Roman authority and battled for the recovery of Jewish independence.     They considered the acceptance of foreign government and the subsequent payment of taxes to Rome as blasphemy against God.

· They were responsible for the outbreak of violence against Rome from 66 to 70 a.d.

· This led to the destruction of the Temple and the Jewish community in Jerusalem.

· Only the Pharisees survived this disaster.

Great Majority  were the poor.  Jesus showed them the respect and care that most people did not.  Jesus identified his mission as one to the poor, outcast, blind, oppressed, and imprisoned.
Page 15     

What is the scripture passage that describes part of Jesus’ mission?
Study Luke 4:18-19    Jesus quotes Isaiah

Jesus describes part of his mission as five-fold:
1. to preach the good news to the poor

2. to help people be free to live as God intends

3. to perform acts of mercy

4. to work toward social justice

5. to celebrate and proclaim the arrival of deliverance (from sin – power of Satan)
Jesus and the Law    page 14   

Matthew 9:9-17
Jesus calls Matthew, a tax collector, to be his disciple.  Jesus then justifies his position on fasting.

Matthew 12: 1-14
Jesus defends following the spirit of the law over following the letter of the law
Matthew 16:1-12
Jesus warns people about the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees

Matthew 22:15-46
Jesus states his position on paying taxes to the emperor.

Mark 7:1-13
Jesus explains his position about letter-of-the-law legalism

Mark 12:18-27
Jesus teaches about the Resurrection

Luke 5:17-26
Jesus heals a paralyzed man and forgives his sins

Luke 11:37-54
Jesus does not wash before eating

John 9:13-41
Jesus cures a blind man on the Sabbath

Politics and Society of the Time    Page 17
Background

· The Roman Empire was established in 27 b.c.  The first emperor was Caesar Augustus, who reigned from 27 b.c. to 14 a.d.  The second emperor was Tiberius.  He reigned from 14 to 37 a.d.   In the days of Jesus, the Roman Empire stretched out from Spain in the west to North Africa in the south, to Mesopotamia in the east, to modern-day Germany in the north.

· When the Romans conquered new territory, they allowed the peoples in these territories some autonomy, provided they were loyal to Rome.  To make sure the conquered peoples remained loyal to Rome, Caesar appointed local kings and procurators.  He appointed Herod the Great as “king” of Palestine.

There were many different religions and cults and Roman policy was not to disturb the religious practices of the territories they conquered.

As you read pages 17 and 18, list the positive contributions of Herod the Great.
Hellenistic:
another word for Greek influence.
THE POLITICAL SCENE      Page 17-18
Herod the Great

· He was handpicked by the Roman emperor, Caesar, to govern Palestine

· Not a pure Jew; 

· Idumaean Jew: were forced to accept Judaism under Hasmonaean ruler John Hyrcanus 

· Mother:  Arabian princess

· Distrusted and hated by most Jews

· Genius at political and military maneuvers

· Puppet of Rome and visible symbol of foreign rule and tyranny

· Ordered the execution of a wife, three of his sons, a brother-in-law and several other relatives
· Attempted to kill the infant Jesus

Positive accomplishments:
· Architecture:  reconstructed areas of Jerusalem, Jericho, and Caesarea.

· Built theaters, amphitheaters, and the hippodromes for Grecian games to honor Augustus.

· Reconstruction of the Temple of Jerusalem.   Yet paid for from the taxes of the people.
Herod the Great died in 4 b.c.    Three (3) of his sons divided the territory.
Herod Antipas (4 b.c. to 39 a.d.) gained Galilee and Perea.  He is responsible for beheading John the Baptist and returning Jesus to Pilate.

The Roman Empire   page 18

By the end of the first century, a.d., the empire included 100 million people of different customs, cultures, and faiths.
Pax Romana:
Peace of Rome was in effect.   

Unity, relative peace, and law enforcement allowed for improved trade and business.   Roads were built and maintained.  Sea trade flourished allowing Rome to connect and trade with China and India.

Early Christianity profited from the roads and sea transportation.  Christianity had a means to spread the WORD, the Good News of Jesus throughout the Empire.   Greek language and culture aided in spreading the Word of God.

The New Testament was written in Greek.

The Gospel was preached in Greek, in most areas of the empire.

Hellenism (Greek) reflected the culture and beliefs of the city of Athens and other Greek cities.   Classical literature, art and architecture, and extensive trade characterized the culture.

The Greek pagan religion was based on myths and legends surrounding the dramas of the god Zeus and a host of other gods.

SOCIAL CLASSES       page 19      Study the chart.

Two economic classes:   rich and poor (90%)
The rich owned business or land.  They made and enforced the rules.
Poor class included the peasants who worked the land, artisans, unskilled laborers, and those who were destitute.     They lived in debt because of the taxes imposed on them by the government and their religious leaders.   Some were forced to sell themselves and their families into slavery.  

Ninety (90%) percent of the population lived in poverty.  The poor were generally illiterate.  They passed their histories down orally.  

Most of the population spoke Greek in addition to their own native language.  Jesus native language was Aramaic.
Jesus public ministry took place among the poor – the majority population.

Other early Christians lived in cities with affluent families.  

Hellenistic households might have had several generations of extended family living together.    Slaves and employees were counted as members of the household.     This benefited the expansion of Christianity.   When the head of the household became a believer and was baptized, usually all members of the household followed.

CULT PRACTICES
Polytheistic:   many gods were worshiped.

Non-Jews:  (Gentiles) participated in the practice of more than one religion

Mystery cults:   we know little of their origins.  
As the Eastern cults filtered into the Greco-Roman civilization, traditional beliefs declined.

These cults offered answers to questions about one’s life in the next world and gave people a sense of hope.

Cult of Iris:

Egyptian religion.    It emphasized chastity and morality and promised followers immortality.

Cult of Mithras:    Persian religion.    Mithras was believed to be the protector of humanity and was allied to the power of Good.  He was known as the “unconquerable sun.”      

Greek religion:  in this religion, Zeus, Apollo, Ares, and Hermes were worshipped.


Book:  Page 21  Cult of Demeter:  goddess of vegetation; her husband is Zeus.

Roman religion:      In this religion, Jupiter, Mercury, and Mars were worshipped along with some emperors who were perceived as divine.
Cult of the Emperor:
not a mystery religion.   It originated in Egypt where the reign king (pharaoh) was thought to be the visible manifestation of god on earth.   Public acknowledgement of the emperor was promoted as a sign of political submission.   Those who refused to acknowledge this cult were persecuted and martyred.

PHILOSOPHICAL MOVEMENTS     PAGE 21

Epicureans:      Exalted pleasures of the body; if gods did exist, they did not become involved in human affairs.  At death the soul perished with the body.
Cynics:     Believed all pleasures of life are evil.  They believed in self-control and virtue.  They distrusted human nature and motivation.
Stoics:
Condemned all feelings of passion.  There is a supreme power who is the soul of the world, and each person has a part of the divine spark.
Magicians:
     Believed in and feared demons, used amulets, spells, incantations, etc., to ward off the power of demons

Astrologers:     Believed that the movements of the heavenly bodies controlled their lives.

DEVELOPMENT OF SCRIPTURE       Page 23
Central structures of Judaism:    Temple, Scriptures, Law, Covenant, Messianic hopes.     The above set the foundation for the writing of the New Testament.

Christian communities first developed in the following cities in the Roman Empire:    Rome, Athens, Corinth, Alexandria, and Antioch of Syria.

The early church was influenced by the Jewish synagogue, worship and practice.    

Our Mass:     Liturgy of the Word  = Jewish synagogue services



  Liturgy of the Eucharist  =   Last Supper, Passover Meal.

Septuagint:   New Testament writers cited the Greek translations of these Scriptures.
Tradition:  
is the living and authentic transmission (early church, it was oral) of the teachings of Jesus in the Church.    It is revealed in the creeds, liturgy, and prayers of the Church and in the authentic teachings of the popes and the bishops.

Page 24    DIVINE INSPIRATION AND REVELATION
Biblical Inspiration:
is the process by which God the Holy Spirit assisted a human author in writing a book of the Bible.

God is the author of the Bible,  and the truth he willed us to know was conveyed without error.     God and human authors worked together.

1 Thessalonians 2:13,   “…….that when you received the work of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as what it really is, God’s word.”

God’s Word
Divine Revelation:   is God’s communicating of himself and his plan of (salvation) goodness throughout history 

Scripture and Tradition make up one source of his revelation.    

Jesus is the full revelation of God the Father.

Dogmatic Constitution of Divine Revelation”     Documents of Vatican II

“….sacred scripture has been written under the inspiration of the holy spirit.  For holy mother church, relying on the faith of the apostolic age, accepts as sacred and canonical the books of the Old and New Testaments…written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit………..we must acknowledge that the books of scripture, firmly, faithfully, without error, teach the truth.     Thus ”all scripture is inspired by God, and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness.”
Biblical inspiration applies to the whole Bible.  We cannot divide the Bible into the texts that are the word of God and others that are not.

The Bible was given to us for our salvation.     Not everything (history, science, stories like Jonah and the whale) in the Bible is literally true, but the fundamental beliefs and teachings of the Bible are without error.
Biblical inerrancy:     The Bible is free from error and teaches the truths (moral, spiritual truths) that God, for the sake of our salvation, wished to communicate to us.

INTERPRETING THE SCRIPTURES     Page 25
Biblical exegesis:
    is the explanation or critical interpretation of a passage of sacred Scripture.  
Read what the Second Vatican Council said on page 25.

The church (members of the body of Christ) wrote the scriptures, and the church interprets the scriptures through the Magisterium.    To understand the meaning of a biblical text, we must understand the author’s intention.  We also need the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who first inspired the authors, to help us understand the truth God wishes to convey.
Study the various literary forms on page 26.

Historical accounts:
Accounts written to reveal God’s activity in the world.     Example:   Books of Chronicles, I and II Kings, Acts of the Apostles

Parables:
Short stories told to answer a question or illustrate a deeper point.     Example:  Prodigal son; the Sower
Letters:
Messages addressed to early Christians by the Apostles and their followers.
Example:   The Letters of Paul
Apocalyptic literature:
   Writing that describes the destruction of evil and the coming of God’s reign.       Example:  Book of Revelation, Daniel
Psalms and canticles:    Poems and prayers once sung

Example:   The Book of Psalms

If the literary form is misunderstood, the message of the text (what you are reading) may be misunderstood or even lost.

Steps to understanding the author’s intention:

1. understand the historical setting
2. know the meaning of key concepts as the author uses them and NOT as defined in modern terms

3. appreciate the literary forms chosen by the author

HOW THE CANON CAME TO BE      Page 27

Old Testament:
46 books

New Testament:
27 books

Canon:
the official collection of inspired books of sacred Scripture that contain the witness and instruction for our faith.   These books are regarded as being revealed and inspired by God.  
The Old Testament was written in Hebrew.  They were translated into Greek in the 2nd century.

Septuagint:  meaning 70.  Some believed that 70 scholars translated in 70 days what we call the Old Testament from Hebrew into Greek.
Deuterocanonicals:   second canon.    Accepted and used by the early church, but rejected by the Jews.  These books, written in Greek or under Greek influence, include 1 and 2 Maccabees, etc. 

The Deuterocanonicals have been used in the church for 14 centuries.  The Protestants rejected these books in the 1500’s and followed the Jewish canon.  
Martin Luther:  rejected all books not identical with the traditional Jewish canon.

The canonical books reflect the faith of the early Christians, a faith that preceded the writing of the New Testament.    The canon of scripture reflects the faith of the Church.

DOROTHY DAY
Read page 28.

Founded the Catholic Worker Movement and the Catholic Worker, a newspaper that challenged people to live the teachings of Jesus.
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