Chapter 7 – OT  “The Prophets”

Study pages 147, 148, 149.

David’s and Solomon’s kingdom was divided into two:


Israel in the north and


Judah in the south

They were surrounded by major empires and had to pay tribute (protection money) to these foreign (Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian) powers to keep themselves from being overrun and enslaved.  Or submit to one and be protected from another.   

Prophets:  called by God, they spoke for God, warning the people not to stray from the covenant and be a witness to other nations to the true God Yahweh.     The prophets became the conscience of Israel condemning the moral laxity of their kings and the decadence of their people.   They criticized greed and idolatry and pleas from fidelity to God and goodness.
Non-writing prophets:  Samuel, Nathan, Elijah and Elisha
Writing prophets:  Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, and Micah

The prophets pleaded with the kings of the north and south to turn from idol worship and injustices and return to Israel’s true God.  Most of the kings refused to listen.    This led both kingdoms to exile (in Babylon).
Page 151 – 152       I.       The Kingdom Breaks Up
A.  Two Kingdoms:  Israel and Judah
Rehoboan:   succeeded his father Solomon as king and ruled the north and the south (united kingdom) for two years.   The northern tribes rebelled due to intolerable repression.      He carries on David’s royal line, or the House of David, in the South.  
1 Kings 12
Jeroboam:  is declared king in the north.  He immediately breaks the Law of God.
1)   He enshrines two golden calves at Dan and at Bethel (new shrines)
2)   He raises up non-Levite priests to offer sacrifices in the north.    
He does not want them to go to Jerusalem to worship and rekindle loyalty to the house of David.

Why golden calves?

Canaanites also lived in the north.    A golden calf is a symbol of their fertility god, Baal.  And for the Israelites, it could be a throne to their invisible God (versus the Arc of the Covenant).   But soon Israel was worshipping the golden calf.

Page 152

B.
The Wicked Kings of the North

Jeroboam dies; assassinations of a king and his family become a way for a rival to succeed to the throne.
Read:  1 Kings 12: 23-33.

Omri:    6th king, builds a capital city, Samaria.   He reigned for 12 years.
Ahab:   7th king.   Omri’s son, Ahab, marries Jezebel a Phoenician princess.  He reigned for 22 years.
A strategic marriage


The Deuteronomists record this marriage with horror because Jezebel insisted that Baal, not the Lord, be worshiped in Israel.  


Such marriages were common ways of building protective alliances against hostile empires.  Ahab gained the military strength of Phoenicia.
II.
Elijah and Elisha in the North           Page 153 - 154
The prophets had no interest in power, money or any approval but God’s.  They saw, heard, and spoke nothing but God.
The prophets of Israel based their oracles on the will of God.  They had to warn the king and the people of the consequences of their actions (sins: idolatry, injustices, etc.)

When God spoke through the prophets, he expected Israel to listen – or else.
Elijah and Elisha were historical figures who prophesied during the reigns of Ahab to Joash, about 874 to 796 b.c.

A. Elijah Nourished by a Starving Widow

Queen Jezebel has ordered the slaughter of all the prophets of Israel.

God sends Elijah to tell King Ahab that he will be punished by a terrible drought.  

Elijah is sent to hide by a stream where ravens will feed him and when it runs dry, he is sent to the village of Zarephath in Sidon (Phoenicia) where a widow will care for him.   A miracle occurs:   her jar of flour and jug of oil are never empty, because she helps him.   
Read 1 Kings 17: 1-16.

Another miracle:  he raises her dead son to life.     1 Kings 17: 17-24   

Saying Yes with trust


The obedience of Elijah is contrasted with the disobedience of the king.   Elijah obeys.   So does the woman (widow of Zarephath), a pagan like Jezebel, who hears the word of God and obeys.


Luke 4:20-30.   Jesus tells his people in Nazareth that the widow of Zarephath had more faith and heard the prophets more clearly than they (the Israelites) did.

B.
Victory over the Prophets of Baal     Page 154 – 155.
Elijah stays there until God sends him back to Ahab.    Ahab blames Elijah for the drought.   Elijah challenges the prophets of Baal to a contest to see whose god can produce rain.      Study from book.
Read 1 Kings 18:17-40.      Baal doesn’t answer Jezebel’s prophets.

Yahweh consumes Elijah’s sacrifice even though it was drenched in water.  The people fall to the ground and worship the God of Israel.    Elijah has the prophets of Baal killed.

C.
God in the Breeze       Page 155

Angry, Jezebel threatens his life.  Elijah flees to the desert where an angel tells him to journey on to Horeb (Mount Sinai).   He takes shelter in a cave and hears God’s voice in a gentle breeze.    He complains to God that all Israel but he, Elijah, has abandoned God.   God sends him back to work reminding him that he is not the only one who cares, that 7,000 Israelites have remained faithful.     
D.
Condemning Ahab’s Greed for a Vineyard     Page 156
Read 1 Kings 21:1-29;  22: 34-40
Naboth:   owns a vineyard (ancestral home) and refuses to sell it to King Ahab, who wants to use the land as a vegetable garden
Jezebel:   arranges for Naboth to be killed.  She gets false witness to testify that Naboth cursed God and the king and thus deserves death by stoning.   It was a false accusation and he is stoned to death.
Ahab:   gets the vineyard because the property of a condemned person reverts to the king.
Elijah:    tells Ahab that as the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, they will lick Ahab’s blood (1 Kings 22: 34-40) and devour Jezebel (2 Kings 9:30-37).   Also, Ahab’s line will disappear  --  this is the prophecy.   
(His son Ahaziah succeeds him and he died in 2 Kings 9:27-29) and Jehu, who Elijah anointed, succeeds him.  Hence Ahab’s line disappears.
Ahab repents when he hears the prophecy that his line shall be cut off.  So God sees his repentance and says that the prophecy of his line being cut off will be fulfilled when his son, Ahaziah, becomes king.     
Free to choose


People are free to choose good or evil.   When someone chooses evil, it often destroys the innocent.     God is not responsible for evil; people are.    But God can bring good out of evil.

St. Therese of Lisieux:    lived in obscurity in a Carmelite monastery, and kept a journal of her reflections.   She died at the age of 24 and later became a saint and a “doctor of the church.”    She had a deep personal relationship with Jesus and she tried to perform the duties of her station in life as perfectly as possible.
E.
Off in a Chariot of Fire          Page 156-157.
Elisha:     goes to the Jordan River, at Jericho, with Elijah.  Elijah parts the Jordan River with his cloak and the two cross over.       Elisha asks for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.     When Elijah disappears he strikes the river with Elijah cloak and returns to the other side.
Elijah:    disappears in a whirlwind when a flaming chariot with fiery horses comes between the two.

A flaming chariot?


The fiery chariot may have been chosen to describe the fiery Elijah who spoke out fearlessly.    This tale(?) gave rise to the belief that Elijah would return to announce the coming of the Messiah.   
In Luke, the priest Zechariah announces that John the Baptist has “the spirit and power of Elijah.”       In the Gospel of John, John the Baptist is asked if he is Elijah.    

Jesus states that John the Baptist is Elijah for those who can accept it.    
Elijah appears at the Transfiguration of Jesus, with Moses.
F.
Elisha’s Miracles              Page 157
1. He purifies Jericho’s water supply which has been causing deaths and miscarriages 

 2 Kings 2:19-22
2. He helps a widow avoid selling her children to pay her debts.  

2 Kings 4:1-7
3. He blessed a childless couple, who offered them hospitality, and tells them that next year they will have a son.   2 Kings 4:8-37
4. Later he raises this child from the dead   2 Kings 4:8-37
5. He purifies poisoned stew and multiplies 20 barley loaves of bread to make enough for 100 people.

2 Kings 4:38-43

6. He cures Naaman, a commander in the Syrian army, of leprosy.

2 Kings 5
Naaman:    is told by Elisha to wash 7x in the Jordan River.   He is cured and returns believing in Israel’s God.    He offers Elisha gifts, but the prophet refuses them.  He asks for earth from Israel to take home so that every day he can stand and pray to God on Israel’s soil.
Elisha heals in death.    A dead man’s body is thrown into Elisha’s grave.  When he touches the prophet’s bones, he springs to life.  2 Kings 13: 20-21
Elisha was an Old Testament saint.  His bones was relics.   

Multiplying loaves and healing the sick.

Both Jesus and Elisha multiplied loaves and healed the sick.  They were signs of God’s loving concern for people.

III.
Amos and Hosea in the North          Page 158

Prophets:   

· alike in their message;   

· different in their personalities, backgrounds, ways of speech, and actions.
A.
Amos:      A Cry Against Riches Gained by Injustice      Page 158
Time:  750 b.c. 
      King:   Jeroboam II
Amos:     a shepherd from Judah, in the south, who goes north to Israel to preach against the sinful kingdom.    
His Image:  roars like a lion.
He goes to shrine of Bethel where Jeroboam I set up a golden calf.  He condemns their unjust, exploitative actions towards the poor and weak, and tells them God will punish them for this.
Page 160

In Samaria, the capital of northern kingdom of Israel, he condemns the rich women comparing them to fat cattle.  
His words:   “lying down on their ivory couches and ivory beds, they loll about and call to their husbands to ‘bring us drinks’.  They eat lamb, veal, drink wine, and anoint their skin with perfumed oil----all at the expense of the poor.
He warns the day will come when they will be dragged away and deposited on the refuse heap (dump) outside the city.

Why so angry, Amos?


He is angered by Israel’s disregard for God’s law.  It was called to be God’s nation, where the rich share with the poor, but now it has become like other nations where wealth is in the hands of the few, justice has been corrupted, and the poor people are oppressed.
B.
No Empty Ritual:  “Let Justice Roll Down.”

Amos said that “God hates and abominates processions, sacrifices, and hymn singing that do not come from sincere hearts.  God wants justice and righteousness to roll down like water.

Ways of worship

God condemns not formal worship, like the Mass, but Empty worship, in which praise is not backed up with action (deeds).     

False worship:  is empty worship, praising God but not living his message (no good deeds to back up your faith.)
C.
Amos’s Vision of Israel’s Final Fate           Page 161
Israel’s fate:   He has visions of  (1)  locust eating the crops;  (2) fire ravaging the land during the dry season, as Israel is being destroyed by people’s sins.   (The sins of the people are destroying the nation.)   He sees (3)  God measuring with a plumb line Israel’s crooked wall, which is about to collapse, indicating Israel is going to collapse (being destroyed by her enemies.)
He pleads with God who relents but finally says that “Israel has chosen evil; he will leave it to its own destruction.”

Amos is finally ordered by the high priest, Amaziah, to go back to Judah.   He doesn’t like Amos prophecy that Jeroboam II will die by the sword and Israel will be punished for her sins.
D.
Hosea:   God as a Betrayed Husband

Time:    786 to 721 b.c.    King:  Jeroboam II, towards the end of his reign
Hosea:    a northern prophet.    He is unhappily married.    His wife is Gomer who deserted her husband, Hosea, for other lovers, just as Israel has deserted God (Yahweh) for the Canaanite god Baal.


Gomer deserted Hosea, as Israel deserted Yahweh.      So Hosea represents God, as Gomer represents Israel.

His story is told in parable form.   When he talks about Gomer, he is talking about Israel.

As the story opens, God commands Hosea to take a wife (Israel) who will later be discovered to be unfaithful.     They have three children and gives them strange names symbolic of how regards the children of the Covenant with Israel.     The names mean (1)  shameful butchery,  (2) not pitied, and (3) “not my people.”      
The first two names describe Israel’s sins, and the last describes God breaking the covenant.   Remember:  the Mosaic Covenant is “conditional.”   IF Israel obeys God, then she is God’s people.  They were called to be God’s ‘holy, priestly people.”  The covenant is conditional upon Israel’s obedience to God.     Israel presumed God would stave off punishment.  (Sin of presumption)
E.
Be Exiled, but Come Back to Me       
Page 162
Chapter 2:    Setting:  a divorce court

Hosea testifies to Gomer’s unfaithfulness and ingratitude.  He is angry and his plans for her punishment are harsh.   She has forgotten that he gave her everything she ever had – grain, wine, silver, gold.   He will take this away.  He will punish her until she is abandoned, forlorn and returns to him.

He speaks of his longing to forgive Gomer and be reunited with her.

When he speaks of the days to come in the future, it is God talking.

God speaks of the future with Israel.   “I will allure her, speak tenderly to her, I will give her vineyards, give her hope, and she shall respond as in the days of her youth….”       God and Israel will remarry.      God will bless her:  every good gift will be restored, and their children (the Israelites) will be renamed. 
God tells Hosea to seek out Gomer and pay a bride-price for her again – or a ransom should she be a slave or in the hire of Baal’s priests as a temple prostitute.   Then after a period of waiting and faithfulness, he is to take her back.
Page 163     Gomer and Israel as forever beloved
Hosea is the first book to feature the relationship between God and Israel as a marriage.    To God, “infidelity” is Israel’s behavior means betrayal of justice, compassion, integrity, or true worship.”   Israel plays the harlot.
Gomer could have been sentenced to death for her infidelity.  Hosea wants her punished for a while, but then take her back.    
Hosea is saying that God will not wipe out the Israelites but will put Israel through a time of exile and abandonment and this experience will bring Israel back into its loving relationship with the Lord.

F.
Assyria Defeats and Scatters Israel          Page 163
Israel:    palace revolutions, assassinations of kings, worship of Baal continue to weaken the nation.    Israel turns to foreign powers for security instead of turning to God.
Assyrians:     the fiercest, most brutal empire of the ancient Near East, takes siege of its capital, Samaria, and the northern kingdom of Israel is finished.
The date:    721 b.c.

The Assyrians deport thousands of Israelites, particularly their leaders, forcing them to live in exile in the Assyrian Empire.    The Assyrians put their people in charge of the land and they bring in foreign colonist who will intermarry with the locals.      Only Judah is left.

Page 164      A flight to the south

Many of the Israelites fled south to Judah.  They brought some of their writings with them and many of these stories were edited centuries later during the Babylonian period.
The Samaritans were the descendants of the Israelites who remained in the north after Samaria’s collapse and intermarried with the foreign colonists brought in by Assyria.    They were intensely disliked by the Jews.   

Their religion had traces of the old Israelite worship but was seen by the Jews of the south as polluted with paganism.  
Page 165

The Assyrians

Their history begins about 2,000 b.c.   Study from the book.  

Assyrians took their name from the city, Assur.

They had a reputation as warmongers;  versus the 
The Babylonians had a reputation as culture lovers 

Height of the Assyrian domination:   668 to 627 b.c.    They ruled the largest empire in the world which became undefendable.    They were efficient administrators and war tacticians.
They were one of the first nations to employ a professional army.  They embraced the Babylonian literature and their religious, social and economic concepts.      Their lasting achievement was the Ashurbanipal’s library in its capital city, Nineveh.      It contained 20,000 tablets on history, astronomy, and mathematics.    

Historians compare them to the Roman who absorbed the Greek culture, as the Assyrians absorbed the Babylonian culture.

In 612 bc, Nineveh fell to the Babylonians, its long political rival.

IV.
Isaiah in the South:   The Greatest Writing Prophet   Page 166
Isaiah:
greatest of the writing prophets.   He prophesied in Judah.
A.
Backing up: The Southern Kingdom of Judah
All of Judah’s kings were of the house, or family line, of David.  
They believed that David’s royal line would endure forever.
Judah’s kings were almost as bad as the kings in the north.  Even Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, was unfaithful to God.     There were a few reformers like Hezekiah and Josiah.     Not only did these kings allow worship of Baal, in some cases, they made room of it in the Temple.     They were murderous and treacherous as Israel’s kings, with royal assassinations being common –-  all in the family.

Time:  740 b.c.
Judah had become idolatrous, prosperous, and greedy.

At this time Isaiah had an awesome vision of God in the Temple at Jerusalem in which he answered God’s call to become a prophet.
B.
The Book of Isaiah:   A work of Three Eras       Page 167
Judah versus Israel and Syria.

Judah:  2 tribes

Israel:  10 tribes

Ahaz is King of Judah

He appeals to Assyria for help against Israel and Syria.   It costs him:  tribute.    Assyria defeats Israel in 721 b.c.

Ahaz’s two sins:

1. He sacrifices his son in fire in the pagan “high places.”

2. He puts Assyrians gods in Yahweh Temple.

701 b.c.

Hezekiah is King.  He is Ahaz’s son.

He is surrounded by Sennacherib’s army, despite the fact that he paid tribute.  Hezekiah appeals to Isaiah who consults the Lord:  Sennacherib’s army will not attach Jerusalem.  

God sent an “angel of the Lord” to slay the Assyrian army and 185,000 men died.     Sennacherib and those men who survived returned to Nivaveh. 

Isaiah:  priestly family, counselor to the kings.     Prophet for 40 years
Micah:  same time frame; maybe 730 to 701+      farmworker
God chose men from two different strata of society.    Same message: repent.
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