Chapter Two – Abraham to Joseph

Chapters 12 to 15

Abraham:
father of biblical faith



Considered the ancestor of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam 

(Ishmael = Hagar’s and Abraham’s son; Islam traces their connection to Abraham through Ishmael)
Ur:

place where Abraham was born


(near Quwait on the Persian Gulf)


Abraham’s father, Terah, moved the family from UR to HARAN (in Turkey)

Haran:

place where Abraham heard God’s call:   “Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you.”  Gen. 12:1       God’s promises to Abraham are on page 4 (notes), point #1.

Canaan:
land where God told Abraham to migrate to; also called Promised Land.


It was sparsely settled and controlled by Egypt (1850 b.c.)
Terah:

Abraham’s father who moved the family from UR of the Chaldeans to


Haran where they settled.   Gen. chp. 11:27-32


His name means ”Moon.”    UR was the center of a moon cult and his ancestors were probably moon worshipers.  Ur was also once the capital of ancient Sumer.

Sarai, later called Sarah:
Abraham’s wife, who posed as his sister while in Egypt.  The Pharaoh found out and Abraham and family left for the land of Canaan.
Read Genesis chapters 12, 13, 14, 15.
Lot:
Abraham’s nephew, who chose the better land near Jordan river near Sodom, after they returned from Egypt.   Read Gen. chp 13

Later there was a battle between the King of Sodom and the King of Eliazar, and Sodom and Gomorrah lost, were taken captive with Lot, his wife and all their possessions.   Abram went after them and won a new battle bringing Lot and his possessions home to Canaan.

On Abraham’s way home from the battle, he met Melchizedek.
Melchizedek:
    He was priest of God most High, King of Salem, who met Abraham after the battle with bread and wine, blessed him and said:


“Blessed be Abraham by God most high, the creator of heaven and earth, and blessed be God most High, who delivered your foes into your hands.”

Genesis 14:18-20            The victory belongs to God.

Salem:
is identified as Jerusalem.

Tithing (to tithe):
Abraham gives Melchizedek 1/10 (10%) of his possessions.



Genesis 14:20
Chapter 15 

Abraham has a second experience of God.   “The word of the Lord came to Abraham in a vision.    Fear not Abram, I am your shield.    I will make your reward very great.”  Gen.15:1


God identifies himself;   shield = protection; God is Abraham’s protection.

God promised him a son.  “Your own issue will be your heir.”   Gen. 15:4

Your descendants will be as numerous as the stars.

Abram put his faith in the Lord who credited it to him as an “act of righteousness.”

Faith:
is belief and trust in the Word of God.    Abraham obeyed.
Cutting of a Covenant:   Chapter 15
Description:     Animals (heifer, she-goat, ram) was cut in half and the two parties walked through them.

How did God walk through?   By lighting from the sky.

Meant:   The two parties (Abraham and God) would rather die a violent death than break their agreement (covenant) with each other.

Ancients rarely signed treaties or contracts.  Rather, they solemnized important agreements by a symbolic covenant rite.

Chapter 16
Nuzi marriage contracts:
Clay tablets found at Nuzi in Iraq help us to understand Abraham’s relationship to Hagar.  Among the tablets was an old marriage contract that stated that a sterile wife had to provide her husband with a substitute wife for childbearing.  Thus Sarai, who appeared to be sterile, merely carried out her obligation to Abram.
Hagar:   Sarai’s Egyptian maid servant, who gave birth of Ishmael.

Ishmael:  considered to be the father of the Arab’s.   The Muslim religion (Islam) is traced back to Abraham through Ishmael.
Jews (and Christians) descended from Abraham and Isaac (son of Sarah);  

Arabs descended from Abraham (and Hagar) and Ishmael.

Chapter 17     Page 21 in Bible.
Third vision.   When Abram was 99 years old the Lord appeared to him and said:


“I am God the Almighty.  Walk in my presence and be blameless.”

Again, God identifies himself.

Walk in my presence  =    always be aware that God is with you.

Be blameless               =    be innocent (not guilty) of committing any sin.
This is a call to holiness.
Genesis 17:5    God changes their names.
Abram
   =    Abraham    17:5

Sarai       =    Sarah
     17:15

God promises to make Abraham the Father of a host of nations chp 17 vs. 4.
This is an everlasting (forever – blessing fulfilled by Jesus) agreement.  vs. 7.
Jesus is the great blessing.
Why change their names?     


A change in a person’s name indicated an important change in the person.  God’s action in the lives of Abram and Sarai changed them so radically that their original names no longer identified the new persons they had become.

Circumcision:     is entrance into the Old Testament covenant.  This took place when the child was 8 days old.   Genesis chapter 17: 10, 11, 12.
Covenant with Abraham;        Fill-in the blanks on the next test.
1.
God promises:    land, son, great nation (through his descendants) many blessings ( such as kings, prophets, and Jesus our savior).
2.
Abraham’s response:    belief and obedience.

3.
The covenant is extended to Abraham and his family (includes his servants)
4.
This covenant is everlasting.  Genesis chapter 17:7
5.
Entrance into (O.T. covenant) and mark of this covenant is circumcision.   17:11
6.
Familiarity is limited to visions.    (Abraham experienced God in visions)
7.
Describe the ratification of the covenant (Cutting of the Covenant).


What did this ratification (Cutting of the Covenant) mean?   Chp 15
Chapter 18    Read Genesis chp. 18:1-17
Abraham and Sarah are visited by three unexpected strangers (angels) who announce that Sarah will get pregnant and will have a son next year.  (prophecy)  
Hospitality:    a solemn obligation in biblical times.  They offered hospitality without any inkling that these mysterious guests represented God.

Chapter 19

Sodom and Gomorrah:   wicked cities.  Study pages 40-41 in textbook.


Abraham pleads with God for its inhabitants and for his nephew Lot who lives there.  Some wicked inhabitants propose the rape of some young men (or angels) to whom Lot has given shelter.   Rape is evil at any time but doubly heinous considering the life-giving hospitality required by guests.   Lot offers his own daughters in order to protect his guests – to no avail.   So the cities will be destroyed except for Lot and his family, the only just people left in these wicked cities.  Lot’s wife looks back and is turned into a pillar of salt.
Chapter 21   Birth of Isaac

Sarah gives birth of Isaac and Hagar and Ishmael must leave.  God blesses Ishmael.  Tradition says he became a Bedouin, that is a nomadic Arab, and the father of the Arab peoples.   Pg. 43 in textbook.
The Muslims claim Abraham as their father in faith through the line of Ishmael.

Monotheistic   (worshiping One God)    Religions:   Judaism, Christianity, Islam trace themselves to Abraham.
Chapter 22
Abraham was asked to offer his son, Isaac, as a holocaust to God.  The angel stopped Abraham at the last moment saying God would offer his own son and a ram is provided for the sacrifice instead.  
Chapter 22, continued:
Genesis 22:8  “God himself will provide the sheep for the holocaust.”

Jesus is the “Good Shepherd.”  Jesus is the “lamb of God.” 

(God offered his own son when Jesus was crucified on the cross.  His is the eternal sacrifice.)
Human sacrifice was not unusual at Abraham’s time.  But Abraham had to wonder how God’s promise would be fulfilled if Isaac was sacrificed.  God does not want human sacrifice.
Biblical faith:    Learn not just the underlined words, but the entire concept.

1.
is loving trust in God – even in the face of intellectual difficulties (he couldn’t understand why?  Reason said “How can God’s promises ( many descendants) be fulfilled if I sacrifice my only son?”

Abraham had to make a choice:  obey or disobey; a choice between faith and reason.   He knew Isaac was the one through whom God’s promise would be carried out.  Had he relied on reason alone, he would have set aside trust.   He chose trust (obedience) even in the face of deep intellectual turmoil (against reason – it doesn’t make any sense to me.)
2.
Biblical faith demands personal risk.    There is a knowledge gap (between you and God) that only loving trust can bridge.    Abraham chose faith over reason.

3.
Biblical faith is an on-going process.  People constantly evolve and change as persons.  Faith commitment’s is never achieved by one decision on one occasion.

4.
Biblical faith involves periods of darkness..   There are times when faith seems to be behind a “cloud” or even seems “lost.”  They undergo a “dark night of the soul,” a kind of “trial by fire” as Abraham experienced.       

i.e., St. John of the Cross, Theresa of Avila (mystical experiences of God)

Jesus:  “My God, My God, why have you abandoned me?”
Type:    an Old Testament person or event that points to a New Testament person or event.  (common events in their life)  (similarity)
Isaac is a “type” of Christ        Fill-in the blank on the next test
1. He was his father’s only son through his wife Sarah
2. He carried the wood of sacrifice on his shoulders



(Jesus carried the wood of the cross)

3. He was to be sacrificed on a hill – Moriah for Isaac


(Jesus on Mount Golgotha)
4. He was not defeated by death.

Isaac:   a ram was his substitute;   Jesus:  rose from the dead – therefore death did not defeat him.
5. These miracle births were announced by angels.



Sarah:  3 angel messengers;    Mary:  angel Gabriel
6. They were both told what to name their son:   
(a)    Abraham was told by God to name him Isaac   Genesis 17:19

(b) The angel Gabriel told Mary what to name her son = Jesus.    Luke 1: 31

An angel is a messenger; so God the Father told Mary through the angel what to name her son.

Read in the Bible chapters 24, 25:19-34 and chp 27 to 33 in the Bible.     Identify characters and take notes.
Abraham sent his servant to Haran to find a wife for Isaac.   The key phrase in finding the right woman was “Would you like some water and may I give some water to your camels also.”   Rebekah responded exactly and the servant gave her gifts and brought he back to Canaan to be Isaac wife.
Chp. 25: 19-34
Rebekah:   Isaac’s wife.  She was barren, prayed to the Lord and God answered her request for a children.   She gave birth to twins:  Jacob and Esau.    Esau was the 1st born of the twins.

God revealed to Rebekah that “two nations was in her womb and the elder (Esau) would serve the younger (Jacob).
Esau becomes a hunter

Jacob becomes a tent maker.

Know their history.   Who did Rebekah favor?  How did Jacob trick his brother and father?

Rebekah favored Jacob.  

Esau:   sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew.

Birthright:   is the right of the firstborn to inherit the family estate.

The  blessing sealed his right to be head (leader) of the clan
Chp. 27 in Genesis
Jacob:    stole Esau blessing (from his father Isaac) with the help of his mother, Rebekah.
Isaac:     When he realized he was tricked by Jacob, he could not take the back the blessing.  Once you spoke a word, it could not be taken back.  The 
blessing sealed his right to be head (leader) of the clan.   Normally the first born son succeeds the father.  Pg. 45
Why was Jacob sent back to Haran?


Because his brother Esau planned to kill him after he stole his father’s blessing.


So Rebekah send Jacob to her brother’s Laben’s house in Haran.
On his way to Laben’s house in Haran, Jacob has a dream.  (Genesis 28:12-15)

Dream at Bethel:     “A stairway (ladder) rested on the ground, with its top reaching to the heavens and God’s messengers (angels) were going up and down on it.  And there was the Lord standing beside him and saying:  “I am the Lord of your forefathers Abraham and Isaac.  The land on which you are standing I will give to you and your descendants …… Know that I am with you;  I will protect you wherever you go, and bring you back to this land.   I will never leave you, until I have done what I promised.”  
Bethel:     means house or abode of God.    Pg 46

God’s promise to Abraham was to pass through Jacob.  Jacob’s response:  tithing 1/10.   (chp 28:22)     Jacob imitates Abraham.
Laban:   was Rebekah’s brother.     How did he trick Jacob?

Jacob fell in love with Rachel.  He agreed to work 7 years to marry her.  Laban tricked Jacob into marrying Leah because she was the oldest and the oldest child married first.  He had to work seven (7) more years to marry Rachel.     Pg. 46 in textbook.
Leah:   had 10 sons

Rachel:   had 2 sons:    Joseph and Benjamin.

She (Rachel) died giving birth to Benjamin.   Jacob loved these two boys the most.

The journey back to Canaan
Rachel takes idols from her father’s house in Haran (remember in Haran they worshipped idols).  Laban is angry because those idols are his gods.  He tracks down Jacob who doesn’t know that Rachel has the idols and is sitting on them.    Laban doesn’t find them and goes back on his way to Haran and Jacob continues on his way to Canaan.
Jacob’s  2nd experience of God in Bethel, on the way back from Haran to Canaan:
God told him:
“Get rid of your foreign gods that you have among you; then purify yourselves and put on fresh clothes.  Jacob built an altar to God there.  God reiterates his promises to Jacob, and the promises he made to Abraham is passed through Isaac to Jacob.

Then he wrestles with a man or angel until morning and Jacob refuses to let him go and asks for a blessing.   The man refuses to reveal his name.  
(Modern day scripture scholars surmise the reason is because the name of Jesus (divine and human) is not revealed until the New Testament.   Only God can change Jacob’s name.)
Israel:   God changes Jacob’s name to (Israel)   meaning “one who has contended with divine and human beings (Jesus).     
Esau forgives Jacob; the two are now friends.

Jacobs descendants are now known as Israelites.   

Bible:       Read chapters 37 and 39 to 45 

Identify characters, dreams; know the basic story line.

Joseph brothers are jealous because Jacob/ Israel favors Joseph and Benjamin.
Chapter 37:     Joseph’s two dreams:

1. Twelve (12) sheaves and Joseph’s stands up straight and the others make a circle around his and bows down to it.

2. The sun, moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to him.

The brothers questions what these dreams could mean.  Vs.8 “Are you really going to make yourself king over us?  Or impose your rule on us?”
The father sends Joseph on an errand to his older brothers.  When they see him they plan to kill him.
They take his cloak of many colors and drip it in the blood of animals and tell the father, Jacob, that he was killed by wild animals.

Reuben objects; his plan was to throw him into the cistern and then come back later to rescue him.

Judah suggest selling him to the Ishmaelites.

Ishmaelites:  Joseph was sold to them instead for 20 pieces of silver.

Chapter 39  

Potiphar purchased Joseph as a slave from the Ishmaelites.   He is the courtier and chief steward of the Pharaoh.  He trust Joseph and puts him in charge of his household.  And God blesses everything Joseph does.

Potiphar’s wife tries to seduce Joseph.  She tells him to “lie with her.”  He resisted but she grabbed his cloak and used it to make a false accusation about Joseph.  Potiphar then throws Joseph into jail because he believes his wife and he feels betrayed by Joseph.  He was trusted in jail by the chief jailer and was put in charge of all the prisoners.

Notice how people like Potiphar and the chief jailer trust Joseph after they get to know him.

Chapter 40
Cupbearer’s dream:   grapes on the vine which he squeezed into a cup.

Meant:   he would be restored to his post in Pharoah’s service with 3 days.

Baker’s dream:   Three (3) wicker baskets filled with bakery products for the Pharoah but the birds were pecking on them.

Meant:   three baskets are for three days.  After that, the Pharaoh will have you impaled on a stake.

Two years later,

Pharoah’s dreams:    seven fat cows, followed by seven lean cows who ate the fat cows; seven ears of grain, fat and healthy, followed by seven thin ears of grain who ate the fat grain.
Meant:  seven (7) years of plenty followed by seven (7) years of famine.

Joseph gave the credit for interpreting dreams to God and advises the Pharaoh to appoint someone to collect the grain during the good years so there is food or the lean years.
Pharaoh said: “Where can we find a man so endowed with the Spirit of God?”  So the Pharaoh put Joseph in charge.   He gave Joseph his signet ring which contained a “seal” which gave Joseph authority and dressed him fine clothing.
Gold chain:  a symbol of high office in ancient Egypt.

Vizer:   a “seal bearer” of the King


A governor, second in authority under the Pharaoh.   He has a chariot.
Abrek:  a cry of homage.

He was thirty (30) years old when he entered the service of the Pharaoh, king of Egypt.  He gets married and has two (2) sons.   This chapter ends with the famine and peoples of the world coming to Egypt for grain.

Chapter 42
Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt to buy grain.  Joseph recognizes them and accuses them of being spies.  He locks them up for three days.  There were allowed to return to Canaan but he kept Simeon in Egypt to make sure his older brothers returned with his younger brother Benjamin.  He put the money in their food sacks so he could accuse them of stealing when they returned.

Chapter 43
Judah guarantees the safety of Benjamin to his father, Jacob.  They return to Egypt.  They bring gifts and extra money to buy more grain and return the money that was put in their sacks.

Simeon:  was released from captivity in Egypt and returned to his brothers.

They gather for a meal; Joseph inquires about his father, Jacob.

Chapter 44
Joseph plays a trick on his brothers.  He puts his silver goblet in Benjamin’s sack, together with the money, so he could accuse him of stealing and return him to Egypt to become Joseph’s slave.
The brother’s tore their clothing in grief and returned to Egypt with Benjamin to plead for his return to Canaan and his father, Jacob.  Judah tells Joseph that their father, Jacob, will die if Benjamin is not returned.  Benjamin was the child of his old age and the father dotes on him.  Judah offers to remain in Egypt in Benjamin’s stead.

Chapter 45
Joseph cries and reveals himself to his brothers who are dumbfounded.  He tells them not to reproach themselves for selling him into slavery; it was part of God’s plan for their lives.  It was God who made him a vizier to the Pharaoh.

Father to the Pharaoh:  a term applied to a vizier in ancient Egypt.
He tells his brothers to return to Canaan and bring their father, Jacob, with them together with their wives, children, etc.  He tells them the famine will last 5 more years and they can settle in the land of Goshen.

Genesis 45:26,  Jacob was dumbfounded when he learned that Joseph was the ruler of Egypt.  Jacob saw all the provisions Joseph sent and Jacob had to go to Egypt to see Joseph before he died.

This story explains how the Israelites became slaves in Egypt.   

Five ways in which Joseph is a “type” of Christ:
1. Joseph is sold into slavery for “20 pieces of silver.”  Jesus was sold for 30 pieces of silver.
2. He is unjustly accused by Potiphar’s wife and put in jail.   Jesus was falsely accused before Caiaphas and Pilate.      
3. Joseph rises to a “high position” in Egyptian society.  Jesus has a “high position” (He is King) in the Kingdom of God.
4. Joseph saves people from famine as everyone around the world come to Egypt for food.  Jesus saves people from death due to mortal sin and feeds them the “Bread of Life.”
Joseph saved their physical life;  Jesus saves our spiritual life.

5. 
Both were tempted:  Joseph by Potiphar’s wife and Jesus by the devil.   They both resist.
God can turn evil to good.   The evil of being sold into slavery and the evil of the crucifixion was turn into good.    Joseph rose to a high position and saved people from starvation and Jesus rose from the dead and saved people from their sins.
Know by memory for the next test:

1. Covenant with Abraham

2. Name at least 5 ways in which Isaac and 4 ways Joseph is a “type” of Christ.

3. Name and explain the four steps that Biblical Faith involves.

The Covenant with Abraham is passes to Isaac, Jacob, Judah (Leah’s fourth son).     

Make sure you know all the identifications/ terms on your TEST Preparation sheet before you take the test.    Have someone quiz you, if necessary.
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