Old Testament “Written on our Hearts”

Chapter 1 – Overview of the Book

Bible:

Word of God inspired by the Holy Spirit



Not dictated



Not factually correct or scientifically valid on every issue

Testament =      Is another word for “covenant.”   Example:  OT: covenant with Abraham and Moses;   NT:  covenant with Jesus Christ.
Revelation:   Self-communication of God and His Will.     We find Revelation (Word of God) in the Scriptures and in Tradition.   They are distinct yet closely related.  

Inspiration means:
God inspired, through His Holy Spirit, the human authors to write the sacred scriptures.  Just as Jesus is human and divine, both human and divine authors wrote the Bible.


Religious truths  =
It means that God ensured that the scriptures contain all the truths that are necessary for our salvation.

Writers’ limitations:
Cultural and intellectual limitations; they wrote in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic.  They wrote, edited, and combined their written accounts over time.
Canon:
The selection of Scriptures the Hebrews believed were inspired by God and possessed God’s authority.  The listing of those books is the canon.   The OT canon has 46 book; the NT canon has 27 books all selected under God’s inspiration.
Literal sense vs. original intent:


Literal:     taking every word at its face value

Original intent:    trying to discover the original meaning intended by the author.


Translations are required to understand the original meaning.  Scholars study the history, archaeology, literary forms, and culture surrounding the development of the scriptural texts.
Tradition:   
Church dogma’s, doctrines, teachings, worship.   It is inspired by God, just as the scriptures are.

Magisterium:   
Is the official teaching voice of the Church, consisting of the world’s bishops together with the Pope.  This is to insure that the faith of the apostles are passed down and understood from age to age, passed one, and understood for all ages.

Why study the Old Testament?    We cannot understand the New Testament without studying the Old Testament.  Jesus was Jewish, as was Mary and Joseph.  We need to understand how God prepared His people for the coming of Jesus.   We need to understand the prior covenants God established with Abraham and Moses, the moral teaching in its 46 books.

Salvation History:     God acts within human history;  It is the story of God’s actions and the people’s responses over many centuries.
Prehistory:   Period of time when no historical record of those ancient peoples exist.  It refers to Genesis chapters 1 to 11.

Abraham:    Herdsman from what is now Iraq.   Left UR for HARAN and heard God’s call; left Haran for Canaan about 1850 b.c.
Patriarchs:    Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
Matriarchs:     Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel

God promised Abraham what?     Land, son (descendants), great nation, and many blessings (Jesus)

Abraham promised God what? 
    Obedience

Moses:
1290 b.c.    Exodus

Yahweh: 
“I am who am”  is the name God revealed to Moses.  


Also means “I am the One Who is Always Present”

Exodus:    freedom from slavery in Egypt

Covenant with Moses:    an agreement between God and His people made on Mt. Sinai.  

God promises:    to be with His people IF they keep the 10 commandments.

The people promise:    obedience to God’s commands.

10 Commandments:   know them

Judges:    military leaders who led the Israelites in battle.  1250 to 1000 bc

David: 
Anointed 2nd king.

Jerusalem:  
David chose Jerusalem as his capital   Under his son Solomon, it became the political and religious capital of Israel.
Temple:     Solomon built the Temple in Jerusalem.

Solomon:     David and Bathsheba’s son who became 3rd king.   He (Solomon) died in 922 b.c.    His kingdom was then divided in 920 b.c. between

the northern kingdom of Israel with its capital in Samaria,  and 

the southern kingdom of Judah with its capital in Jerusalem.   Page 17
Like:   Korea:  north and south with their own capitals.
Prophets:    spoke out against injustices to the people and infidelity to God.

800’s to 400’s b.c.

Assyrians:   destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel in 721 b.c.

Babylonians:   destroyed Judah and Jerusalem in 587 b.c. and took its people to Babylon.

Jews exiled to?    Babylon.     In exile they (the Jews) collected and reflected on their sacred writings and formed the core of what would become the Old Testament.
Second Isaiah:    proclaimed God was the one and only one God.   Famous for chapters 52 and 53, describing the “Suffering Servant,” read on Holy Thursday & Good Friday in Lent.
Monotheism:    belief in one God

Persians:   defeated the Babylonians in 539 b.c. and Cyrus, the Persian king, allowed the Jews to return to Judah.

Judah:    the word “Jew” comes from “Judah.”

Ezra:  (450 b.c.) priest and scribe who returned to Jerusalem about 100 years after the return (in 539) to lead a religious revival.
Nehemiah:    returned to Jerusalem about 445 bc and called everyone in the city to rebuild its walls.

Alexander the Great:    conquered the Persians in 330 bc
Greeks:    became the overlords of the Jews due to its conquest for nearly 300 (270) years.     Jews are now learning the Greek language and are writing in this language.

Romans:    defeated the Greeks and captured Jerusalem in 63 bc
Maccabees:    led a revolt against the Greeks in the 160’s bc and had a brief period of independence.

Jesus:    born in the family line of King David because of Joseph’s lineage.  He was seen as the long-awaited Messiah.

Jewish revolt in 70 ad:      a revolt against the Roman Empire that led to the destruction of Jerusalem and the second Temple.

Dispersion:     also called the Diaspora, means Jews leaving Jerusalem and settling elsewhere in the Roman Empire.

Hebrew Scriptures:     told the Jews of the Dispersion that (1)  the words in them were from their families, their homeland, their ancestors; and (2)  how to live a faithful life in unfamiliar surroundings;  and (3)  God still loved them and would be with them always.
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Jewish Canon:   Official set of Jewish scriptures was defined in 90 a.d. – only writings in Hebrew.
The Canon is a list of books recognized as divinely inspired and thus the primary source and guide for religious belief and practice.
This secured their (the Jews) identity (God’s people) and helped to keep them apart from the surrounding cultures.
For the Jews, the O.T. has three main parts:    Torah,  Prophets, and Writings
Types of writing in the Old Testament:     stories, legends, histories, oracles, conversations, letters, novels, lists, biographies, laws, speeches, poems, proverbs, and prayers.   Pg. 21   The OT is a collection (library) of 46 books.
Catholic Canon:    (Old Testament) consists of 46 books (written in both Hebrew and Greek) grouped in the following major sections:    page 22
· Pentateuch:   Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.    These books are referred to as the Torah which means “instructions” or “law.”
· Historical books:    Joshua, Judges, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings,    List on pg 23

· Wisdom books:     includes the Psalms  (religious songs)  -- credited to King David but was probably written by a variety of authors.   Also includes the story of Job who explores the problem of good and evil.

· Prophetic books:            Prophets give warnings to repent and obey God, kings disobey, disaster comes, and the exile follows.
1. Pre-exile books:  (before the exile to Babylon)  First Isaiah and Jeremiah spoke to the southern kingdom of Judah of coming disaster if it did not repent of its unfaithful ways.
2. Exilic:  (in exile in Babylon)   Ezekiel, Second Isaiah offered hope to the exiles in Babylon           Hope: returning to Judah.
3. Postexilic:  (after the exile in Babylon when they returned to Judah) Haggai, Zechariah, Third Isaiah give hope to the exiles who returned to Jerusalem.

Dead Sea Scrolls:    were discovered in 1947 and were a boon to Scripture scholars.

Jesus:    Christians believe God’s promise to Abraham was fulfilled in Jesus (Jesus is the promised blessing)
History (biblical):  1850 b.c.  (Abraham)  to 100 a.d. (Gospel of John and Book of Revelation)  pg. 16       Approximately 2,000 years.

Know:   How many books are there in the Catholic Old and New Testaments?
Do religious scholars always agree?   

Did most of the Jews in the 1st century become Christian?    

What are the time parameters of the biblical period?   

Why do we study the scriptures?    

What are religious songs called?    

What time period does the creation stories fall into?


Research:
How did God inspire St. Therese of Lisieux?    St. Padre Pio?    
St. Therese of Calcutta?

Did he come down from heaven and speak to them directly?


Did he inspire them through their thoughts?


How did He guide them?   
Has inspiration ended?   Or has God always inspired his people to do good works.

How might God inspire you?  What work does God want you to do in your life?

PAGE  
5

