Chapter 2    --    Genesis chapters 1, 2, and 3.

Creation stories:   expressed Israel’s beliefs about God and the world’s origins.

Pre-history: 
Genesis chapters 1 to 11.


Creation


Adam and Eve


Cain and Abel


Noah and the Flood


Tower of Babel

Polytheistic:   worshiping many gods

Pg. 31 to 32:    study the differences between the Babylonian creation story (Enuma Elish)  and the Jewish view of creation:  for example,

1.
Babylonian:  chaos,   vs.   Genesis:  order
2.
Babylonian:   man is a slave to the Babylonian gods;


Genesis:   man is a partner with God.  (name animals, take care of earth)
3.
Babylonian:   the sun, moon, and stars are gods;


Genesis:   the sun, moon, and stars are created by God to serve man – to give light to the day (sun) and the evening (moon).  Navigation.
4.
Babylonian:    after a bloody battle between Tiamat and Marduk, the Babylonian god, Marduk created the earth with the body of Tiamat.  Man was created with her second husband’s, Kingu, blood.



Genesis:    Man was created by God in His divine likeness and image.

5.
Babylon:   man worked 7 days a week.


Genesis:  man works for 6 days and the Sabbath is holy and a day of rest/worship.

Sunday:     is the Sabbath day for Christians.  It is the day of the Lord’s resurrection (new creation).   It is a holy day.
The Babylonian account describes the world coming about after a bloody battle between two rival gods:   Marduk and Tiamat.  From the lacerated and slain body of Tiamat, Marduk fashions the world.

Evil Matter:    Many people in biblical times believed that parts of creation were evil because they were created by evil gods.  As late as the 12th century a.d. this idea was still widely circulated.   Those who taught it maintained that people were composed of two contradictory elements:


             matter (from Satan), and spirit (from God.)  
Against these theories, the Bible teaches that God created everything.   And everything God created is good!!!
God:
1) is an uncreated, eternal being, (this is a mystery) who

2) Created angels with free will (like us)
· Some obeyed;  they stayed in heaven
· Some rebelled, didn’t obey, and hell was created for them.

      3)
       Created man with a body and an eternal soul that will never die  

      4)
       Created the universe out of nothing.

Genesis chapter 1

Is a poem-like story probably written by the Priestly class in Babylon, under the inspiration of God, to counteract the Babylonian creation story.

Notice its structure:

A. Three days of separation
a. (day 1) God separates light from darkness

b. (day 2) Waters above (rain from the sky) from the waters below (oceans)

c. (day 3)   Land from the sea

B.
Three days of population/decoration


a.   (day 4) Sun, moon, and stars 


b.   (day 5) Birds in the sky, fish in the sea



c.   (day 6) Animals then man are created

C.
7th day:  reserved for God, a day that is holy.
After each day, God saw how good it was.
Overall pattern:


First stage:    Three days of separation


Second stage:   Three days of population/ decoration

Third stage:      One day of celebration; rest/worship

Each day is described in almost the identically the same pattern:

· An introduction:


Then God said

· A command:



Let there be

· The accomplishment of the command:   And so it happened

· An affirmation of goodness:

God saw how good it was
· An identification of the day:    
Evening came, morning followed (i.e.  First day, Second day, etc.)
These fixed patterns warn us that we are dealing with a special kind of writing, not scientific, or an eyewitness report.   We are dealing with a poem-like story, designed to aid memory (repetition) and to teach (Jews and us the truth about creation).
Religious truths from Genesis chapter 1
1. God created everything that exist out of nothing.
2. Everything God created is good.

3. God created in an orderly fashion.

4. Man is created in His divine image and likeness – to rule with Him
5. The Sabbath day is Holy.   It is a day of rest and worship.

Literalists:
takes every word in the Bible as scientifically and historically accurate.
Contextualists:   These interpreters focus equally on the text (Bible) and the context (historical and cultural period) in which the Bible developed.


They believe that we must read the Bible within the context of its historical times and cultural background.   You must go back to determine accurately what modes of writing the ancient writers would likely use, and in fact did use.   In other words, scholars must approach the Bible from the viewpoint of ancient times, and not impose their own 20th-century viewpoint.
Theistic evolutionist:   Believe that at some point in the evolutionary process God breathed into man a soul.
Scholars agree that the Torah went through four major editing stages:


Yahwist (J)  around 1000 to 900 b.c.


Elohist (E)  around 700 b.c.


Deuteronomist (D)  around 600 b.c.


Priestly (P) around 538 b.c. – 587 b.c.

The “first” creation story, chapter 1 --  the Seven Day of Creation, was written during the Priestly stage after being exposed to the Babylonian creation story.
The “second” creation story, chapter 2 &3 --  Adam and Eve, dates from the Yahwist stage about 1000 b.c. (King David and King Solomon)
Yahwist creation story:
Chapter 2
Adam:

every man, yet was a real man.
Eve:

every woman

God:

is described as a potter molding man’s body out of clay,

Clay:

points to our kinship with the rest of creation (matter – material universe)

Breath of God:   points to our kinship with God himself (soul)

The Christian theory of evolution demands a creative act for the origin of the human soul, since the soul does not have its origin in matter.    Rational human souls are immediately created by God out of nothing.     Also, Adam was an actual individual who disobeyed God.  Original sin is a revealed truth.     The sin was some act of disobedience.  What act we do not know.  
Rib:

woman was made from the same substance as man; thus equal in dignity.

Dominion:
God gave man authority over all the earth.  Are we taking good care of this planet?

Naming:
Means to have power over the animals.

Two trees:    

1. tree of life: 
immortality, and    

2.  tree of knowledge of good and evil:  forbidden; we are not to know evil from experience
Chapter 3

How did evil enter into man’s heart?

God’s command:   “You may eat of all the trees in the garden, (i.e. Tree of Life) except the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.   The moment you eat of it, you shall die.”    God gave them one (1) commandment.
Satan’s methodology to deceive Adam and Eve (and us).

1.
Question the Word of God:    “Did God really tell you not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?


Today, God has given you 10 commandments (not suggestions!!)  
Do you obey them?    Satan tempts us the same way:  question God’s words!
Example:


“Did God really tell you to go to Mass every Sunday or keep HOLY the Sabbath?”      Did God really tell you not to lie, steal, commit murder, adultery, etc.
2.
Contradicts the Word of God:   “You will not die.”
Examples of how Satan contradicts God’s word:


“No, you don’t have to keep holy the Sabbath.”  

“You don’t have to go to Mass every Sunday,”   it’s not a serious sin, God command couldn’t have meant every Sunday.   Etc.  
3.
Lies:   to Adam and Eve:    “You will be like the gods knowing good and evil.”


Yahweh knows evil from knowledge; not experience.  We know abortion is wrong from knowledge; hopefully not experience.  
Lies to many Christians who think missing Mass on Sunday is a venial sin.    It isn’t.  It’s a serious sin, not different from a mortal sin.  We like Adam and Eve are not following God’s 10 commandments!!     
We are like Adam and Eve every time we break ONE of GOD’S COMMANDMENTS.

Eve looked at the fruit and thought she would gain “wisdom.”   She thought she would be like God.   But you become “holy” like God through “obedience.”  Not rebellion.   Satan rebelled; in disobeying God’s command, Eve followed Satan’s disobedience; hence the consequence of being thrown out of the garden.   There is no sin in heaven where God lives.  In this story, to remain in the garden there can be no sin.   If you chose to sin, you must leave.     .
See Philippians 2:6    compare to Adam and Eve.      Page 1288 in school bible.  Did Eve try to grasp equality with God by obeying the serpent?
Purpose of God’s 10 commandments:

God’s commands are to protect us spiritually from eternal death (the loss of sanctifying grace).   God is holy and is calling us to holiness.  God’s commands are to keep us from falling into mortal (deadly) sin – that leads to hell.   Saints seek “holiness” which is the goal of every baptized Christian
Satan substitutes God’s commands with his own.   Do we do that sometimes?  Do we disagree with the teachings of the Church and think we are only disagreeing with bishops and not with God?   Do we substitute the Word of God with our own beliefs and think God agrees with us?   
To be mortally wounded physically, the person dies.

To be morally wounded spiritually, the person dies spiritually.   The person is no longer in a “state of sanctifying grace.”   

Adam and Eve did not immediately physically die; but they died spiritually immediately.  They could no longer dwell with God in Eden.  God would not let them rationalize or shift the blame to others.     (Adam blames Eve; Eve blamed the snake)

God told them the consequences:   Adam would work by the sweat of his brow;   Eve would give birth in pain and be subject to her husband.

Again, in God’s kingdom in heaven, there is no sin.   God had to cast them out because there is no sin where God lives.    Obedience and disobedience are opposites.  Holiness and sin are opposites.  They cannot dwell together.   God cannot dwell within our hearts if there is mortal sin.   That is why we need to go to confession and receive His forgiveness.
Symbols in this story:
Snake:   
symbol of evil; Satan


The snake was repulsive to the Hebrews.  Archaeology reveals that snakes played a bizarre role in the worship ceremony of the Canaanites, Israel’s ancient enemy.
Tree of Life:
gives man’s immortality.    Jesus died on a “tree” to give man immortality and reverse Adam’s disobedience by obeying God the Father’s will even though it meant a painful death.

In the New Testament, Jesus is “The Way, the Truth, and the Life;” Jesus  is the “Bread of Life”, “Eucharist”, that came down from Heaven.  Only He can give us immortality – in heaven.  Physical death is the birth canal to eternal life.
Tree of the knowledge of good and evil:


A symbol that stands for the power to decide for oneself what is right and wrong in opposition to the will of God.   Relate to sin of Pride.
Eating:
 is equated with knowing.   To know, for ancient peoples, was to discover by experience, not to learn from books or from people.   Thus Adam and Eve shared in some sinful act.    They experienced evil versus “intellectual knowing.”  

No one knows what the original act of disobedience was.  Whatever it was, people freely chose to break faith with God.  Thus they are directly responsible for the entry of evil into their lives.

Nakedness:  
 was a sign of disgrace and defeat.  An awareness of nakedness after sin seems to imply that a change took place in the consciousness of the first couple as a result of sin.   Somehow, they are uneasy with themselves.  They are alienated from themselves.
Hiding:    from God shows an estrangement to God.  Before their sin, they were innocent, unaware of their nakedness, walking and talking with God in the garden.  A result of the sin is alienation from God as they hide from Him in the garden.
Shifting the blame:   They rationalize, refuse to take responsibility for their actions, and shift the blame:   Adam blames Eve, and Eve blames the snake.

Original Sin:   all descendants of Adam and Eve inherit their original sin:  the tendency to want to have our own way, in opposition to God’s way.  It’s an act of disobedience to God’s command.   
Jesus teaches us how to overcome temptation
1st temptation in the wilderness (after He was baptized by John):   turn stones into bread


Jesus’ response:   “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”       Jesus quotes the scriptures:  Deuteronomy 8:3
Bread:    symbol for our need for food, clothing, and shelter


Also, a symbol for spiritual food:  Eucharist and the Bible (prayer Our Father)

Every word that comes from the mouth of God is in the scriptures.

Every word that is in the Bible, God’s book, is His mouth-piece.  It’s the way God speaks to us.    The scriptures are God’s way of communicating to us.

Therefore, both our body and our soul need food (the word of God).   The Bible nourishes us spiritually, helping us become obedient children of God.

Body:  food, clothing, shelter
Soul:    Bible (Word of God) and Eucharist is food for the soul
The method Jesus used to overcome temptation
We need to follow the example of Jesus and fight temptation the same way.

1. You remember the Word of God in the scriptures (He remembered God’s  Word in Deuteronomy) and
2. You obey.  (Jesus obeyed the scriptures)
Battle gear:   Ephesians 6:10 to 17.

Sword of the Spirit = Word of God in verse 17.       Use it as Jesus did when he quoted Deuteronomy and used the sword of the Holy Spirit to slay the tempter.
Promise of a Redeemer     Genesis 3:15
In the middle of this true symbol story, God makes a prophecy (promise):

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers (offspring);  He will strike at your head, while you strike at his heel.”
Meaning:

I   

=
God is talking to the serpent (Satan).

Enmity   
=
a great unbridgeable distance between (Satan and the woman)
You

=
Satan 

Woman
= 
Mary, the new Eve, (Immaculate Conception)  the mother of Jesus, 
And enmity between 
Your offspring  =
Satan’s offspring are all sinners who rebel like Satan did 

Her offspring    =   
Mary’s offspring is Jesus and all baptized Christians who

Obey God’s commandments.

He
= 
Jesus will strike at your head (a mortal blow destroying Satan’s power over us)
You

=
Satan strike at Jesus’ heel  = to wound, to injure, to hurt 
Satan wounded Jesus at His passion, cross and death, but did not defeat Jesus because of the Resurrection.   Striking at a person’s heel does not kill the person; but striking at a person’s head does.
Death was not victorious because Jesus rose from the dead.  Hence, Satan did not defeat Jesus.   Jesus defeated Satan.
Imagine:     God inspired the Yahwist author, 1000 b.c., to insert a prophecy (fulfilled 1000 years later by Jesus – real history because only God can see the future) in the middle of a true symbol story.     Man sinned and turned away from God, but God loves us and promised us a Redeemer/ Savior who would reconcile us to God again by paying the penalty for our sins which he did by His death of the cross.   

This is a true story:   it’s our story, it’s mankind’s story beginning with the first man and first woman, told in symbol form.   We are Adam; we are Eve;  Satan’s uses the same method on us:  question the Word of God, contradicts God’s word, and lies to us.     We all disobey some or all of God’s commands.

John 8:44       Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees:
“You belong to your father the devil and you willingly carry out your Father’s desires.  He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he tells a lie he speaks in character because he is a liar and the father of liars.”

The Pharisees and Sadducees were plotting his death not obeying the 5th commandment – thou shall not kill.
Jesus tells us the “the devil brought death into the world, (he is a murderer) from the beginning……He is a liar and the Father of Lies.”
Satan:  (1) is a liar, father of all liars and (2) he is a murderer.

1 John 3:8

In the apostle’s John letter, he states “It was to destroy the devil’s works that the Son of God revealed himself.”
How did suffering and death enter the universe?    Through man’s sinful misuse of free will.   We brought suffering and death through our disobedience.  
End of the story:    God posts the cherubim and the fiery revolving sword, to guard the way to the Tree of Life.

Cherubim:   are legendary winged animals with a human head.  Found at entrances to ancient buildings and cities, cherubim were supposed to ward off evil intruders.   Sargon II, an ancient Assyrian king, had them flanking the 209 room palace doorway; they are now in the Louvre museum in Paris.  The Cherubim keeps people away from the Tree of Life because people are no longer worthy to eat from it.   They are now subject to death.
Tree of Life:    is also an ancient symbol.   It refers to a legendary plant thought to confer immortality (freedom from death) on those who had access to it.
Before they leave the garden, God makes them clothes out of leather.  God still loves and will still take care of them.   However, they cannot stay in God’s garden where God lives, because in heaven there is no sin, and they have sinned.   Remember, in this story, God lives in this garden.

Alienations   (separations)

· Person from himself
=
Adam’s nakedness   (Adam was innocent before he disobeyed, and guilty of sin afterwards) 
· Person from God

=
Adam’s hiding  (Adam tries to hide the truth from God by hiding in the bushes)
· Person from nature

=
curse or consequences of disobeying (consequence is leaving the garden where God lives; work by the sweat of your brow)
· Person from person
=
Cain’s violence  (Cain kills Abel out of jealousy)
· Nation from nation (Tower of Babel) 

Read the story of Abraham and the Rich Man.    It’s is in the gospel of Luke 16: 19-31.   Hell was created for Satan and his angels, but in this story the rich man ends up in hell because of his lack of love (charity) for the poor man Lazarus.
Genesis  chapter 4     Cain and Abel    Study story from the Bible

Cain was jealous that God accepted Abel’s offering and killed Abel.

This act of violence begins a tidal wave of sin that now floods the world.

Abel offered God his very best “lamb.”

Cain kept the best for himself.  Gave God the leftovers.   

Genesis  chapter 7      Flood story

The Flood story teaches that sin (Noah’s neighbors)  leads to the destruction of man and his world; only God can save man.   (Noah was righteous and was saved by obeying God and building the boat)
Rainbow:    sign of the covenant with Noah that God would no longer destroy man by a flood.

Tower of Babel     Genesis chapter 11 
Nations are now alienated from other nations.  This is symbolized by speaking different languages;  people could no longer understand each other.

Covenant with Adam
1.
It is bilateral (two people):    between God and Adam

2.
It is conditional:    “they can remain in the garden with God, IF they obey God’s commands.

3.
Penalty for disobedience:     death and they must leave the garden


They died spiritually immediately (mortal/deadly sin);   eventually they died physically.

4.
Familiarity (with God) is limited to:     walking and talking with God in the garden.

What is true in the symbolic Adam and Eve story?
Adam 

= 
every Man

Eve 

=  
every Woman

Serpent
=
Satan is a real spiritual being who tempts us the same way he tempted Adam and Eve
Satan used the same methodology in tempting us to sin from the beginning of mankind.   Satan wants us to question the Word of God, and then disobey (replacing God’s commands with our own) as he did.   He will lie to us and promise us wisdom, riches, power, etc. so we will disobey God.       Like Eve, we think we are going to gain wisdom by making ourselves like God deciding for ourselves what is good and evil.

But God, in His goodness, makes a promise to send a Redeemer so we can be reconciled to the Father, and have access to the Tree of Life = Jesus, who is the Bread of Life (Eucharist) in the New Testament.

Point:   even though this is a symbol story, it is also a true story of how every man and woman falls into sin -- by trying to be the “god” of his/her own life and how God loves us enough to send His own Son to suffer and die so we could be reconciled to the Father and once again have access to the Tree of Life = Christ, the bread of life.

Make sure you can answer the following questions, essay form, before you take the test.

1. What was the first temptation Satan made to Jesus in the desert?  What was Jesus response?

2. What method did Jesus use to overcome sin?

3. What did Jesus say in John 8:44 that Satan was?

4. What commands has God given you?

5. What methodology did Satan use on Adam and Eve and continues to use on all Men?    Apply this method to the temptations you encounter in your life.
Study these notes, reread the text book, and make sure you know what the symbols mean.   Have someone at home quiz you every day until you know and understand these notes. – before you take the next test!!!!!
Do you know the definitions and/or meanings of the following words?   If you do not know the following information you are not ready to take the test.    Study every day and review the previous day’s notes.
Introduction

Command

Accomplishment of the command

Affirmation of goodness

Identification of the day

Literalists

Contextualists


Theistic evolutionist.


Creation stories

Polytheistic

Poem-like story


Yahwist author wrote when?

Priestly author wrote when?


First creation story is…. written by …..

Second creation story is….. written by …..
God is described as …..

Clay

Breath of God


Rib

Dominion

Naming

Snake

Tree of life


Tree of knowledge of good and evil
Eating

Nakedness

Hiding Shifting the blame

Original Sin
Cherubim

Flood story
Rainbow
Tower of Babel

· What are the differences between the Babylonian creation story and Genesis?     What is the overall pattern of Genesis chp 1, creation story?

· Name five religious truths from Genesis chp 1, creation story!

· What command did God give to Adam and Eve in the garden
· What is Satan’s methodology to deceive Adam and Eve (and us)? Cite the scriptures.
· Use the methodology and describe how Satan uses it today to deceive us.

· What did Eve think she would gain?
· Why did God cast them out of the garden?

How did Jesus overcome temptation?


Cite the first temptation


What does bread mean?


What does “mouth of God” mean?

Know God’s promise of a Redeemer.  Know the quote: Gen 3:15


I  refers to who?


Enmity  means?

You
=
Woman   =

Your offspring   =
Her offspring     =
He    =
You   =
What did Jesus say about the “devil?”   John 8:44

How did suffering and death enter the universe?

Know the four alienation;

Adam’s nakedness



dam’s hiding


Curse or consequences of disobeying

Cain’s violence
Know the Covenant with Adam – its four points.
Consider:
Adam and Eve, a married couple, disobeyed God and brought sin into this world.

Mary and Joseph, a married couple, obeyed God and brought salvation (Jesus) into this world.    Jesus restores our relationship with God the Father.  
In baptism:  original sin and personal sins are removed and we are made “holy” as God is “holy.”  We can now call God our father as we are now adopted into his family.   We are incorporated into the life of the Trinity receiving the Holy Spirit.  Out goal in life is to keep our soul free from the stain of sin, especially mortal sin.

In confirmation:    He gives us the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
In reconciliation:   He forgives our sins so we can get back on the path of holiness.
In Eucharist:  He gives us Himself so we can live in Him and He can live is us.  Just as the Father and Jesus are one, He wants us to be one with him as the saints are.
In Anointing of the Sick:  He is with us in our suffering, and with us when we die.

In Marriage and Holy Orders:  Vocation sacraments.   He is with us helping us to keep our vows.   
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