Notes – Chapter Nine

The Remnant
Cyrus:
King of Persia, liberated Jews, allowed them to return to their homeland.

Restoration:
Exiles return to rebuild the city of Jerusalem and the Temple.

Jew:
term comes from Judah, along with Jewish and Judaism.

Remnant:
those Jews, few in number and strong in faith, return to Judah to rebuild city.


They also came home in a spiritual sense by reinforcing and defending the major beliefs and practices of Judaism.   Judaism came to birth during these years.
Setting boundaries:
“This is who we are.”  There are certain things we will and will not do.  These are the lines we must not cross IF we are faithful to who we are.     
This was essential if they were to survive in the Diaspora lands.  Their boundaries gave them a spiritual home.

Pg. 214
History as it should have happened 
Chronicles:
The two books of Chronicles were written about 400 b.c.

· Retell its meaning;  not factual or chronological




i.e., omits David’s and Solomon’s sins    Why?




They are called to be a holy, priestly nation, not an 
empire.




Spiritual greatness was its destiny.

This is the way history should have been.

· It criticized and condemned later kings who led Israel into infidelity, idolatry, and exile 

· Valuable prologue to Ezra and Nehemiah

Differences:

David:
The Chronicles presents him as a liturgist and leader in worship.


The Deuteronomist presents him as a warrior/king and repentant sinner.
Pg. 215
When home is not what you imagined
Book of Ezra:
priest and scribe who came from Babylon about 100 years after (440-445b.c.) the exiles returned to Judah (539 b.c.).    The Book was not written by him; Ezra doesn’t appear until chapter 7.
· Opens with decree of Cyrus; suggest exiles remaining in Babylon contribute supplies to those returning to Judah.
· All artifacts taken from Solomon’s Temple be restored.
Judah

impoverished land spanning 25 miles from north to south.



Poor residents of the land resent the newcomers.

Within a few months of returning to Judah, (538-539b.c.),

Zerubbabel:  governor and grandson of King Jehoiachin and a descendant of David and
Joshua:    high priest, offer sacrifice and lays a foundation for a new Temple.

Samaritans:       come to Judah to help; but the remnant from Babylon (the true Israel) rebuffed their offer.   They report the projects to their Persian rulers as rebellion.  Cyrus is now dead, the new king is unfamiliar with his decree, and the project is halted for 18 year (538 to 520 b.c.)


Recall their history.  Intermarriage with the Assyrians weakened their tribal identity and religious fidelity.  They were considered “inferior;” not “real Jews.”
Pg. 216-217   Third Isaiah:  Get Back on Track; Keep the Vision Alive
Third Isaiah:
wrote chapters 56 to 66 on the state of affairs in Jerusalem after the return of the exiles (520-538).     They were probably disciples of the Second Isaiah who wrote about 540 to 510 b.c.     
Third Isaiah

They record the arrivals’ shock at the ruin of their Temple, followed by the obstruction of the Temple project.


Laxness and religious apathy settle over the community;


The poor are reduced to hopelessness;


The rich care only for themselves,


The leaders are faithless, and infidelity and idol worship are rife.


When the rich ask why God ignores their fasting and prayers, the answer is that God desires true fasting:   working for the release of the unjustly imprisoned, freeing the oppressed, sharing bread with the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked.


If they learn the ways of justice, God’s glory will be with them, and they will shine forth a great light and nations of the world will gather around them.    Jerusalem will become the hope of the world.   


One will appear who is anointed to bring good news to the oppressed, release to the captives, and heal the brokenhearted.  The new heavens and the new earth will come to pass, and the entire world will worship the Lord.

Jesus:
read this passage in his hometown synagogue and said it was fulfilled in their hearing.

Universalism:   the dream that God’s love for Israel will make it a “light to the nations,” ultimately bringing together all nations and peoples of the earth under God’s Reign.

Pg. 219
The Second Temple:   A Focus for Faith
After the 18 years have passed, three prophets arrive on the scene:  Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
Haggai:
No House for God??  (520 b.c)
· He sees the poverty and the powerlessness that goes with poverty as widespread in Jerusalem

· Rich care only for getting richer

· Leaders are halfhearted and

· The people religiously lax.


Without the Temple the Jerusalem community will lose its faith.    He motivates Zerubbabel and Joshua to action.
Zerubbabel:
named Governor of Judah by the Persians.

Joshua:

high priest

Temple:
rebuilding begins about 520 b.c. and is finished about 515 b.c.   It does not compare with Solomon’s Temple.   It is needed because
· Refocus on God’s presence among them

· Worship together as a community

· Renew their commitment to God’s call

· Focus on sacredness of what happens within them (heart & mind).

Zechariah:
The Messiah Will Come.


Two authors:

1. Zechariah:   who spoke shortly after Haggai; and

2. Second Zechariah who is an anonymous prophet writing about 200 years later.

First Zechariah:     chapters 1 to 8, sees Zerubbabel, the heir to David’s throne, as a messianic figure.
        
In reality, Zerubbabel is never made king; only a governor and the high priest Joshua has more authority than he.


After the exile, the high priest, not the kings, are the highest leaders of the Jewish community.

Second Zechariah: (300’s)  chapters 9 to 14, has a messianic focus.


The expected messiah is a peaceful messiah of the poor.


Warrior Kings:  always rode horses.   The horse, chariot, and the bow will all be banned by the messianic king.

Messianic king of peace will ride a white donkey – a symbol of peace.


Chapter 11:    The people will wander like sheep without a shepherd until the prophet becomes the true shepherd.   New Test. Jesus is the Good Shepherd.

Chapter 12:    Jerusalem is stricken with guilt, grieving for someone they have apparently murdered and seeking forgiveness.


The early Christians saw these passages as referring to Christ.
Jesus:   related Zachariah’s prophecies to his own life and mission.   Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey; he saw himself as the Good Shepherd.

New Testament contains over 70 references to Zechariah, mainly in the Book of Revelation.

Malachi:
Sacrilege, Despite the Temple

Spoke after 515 b.c., and before 445 b.c. when Nehemiah became governor.
· Pen name:  means “my messenger.”
· He describes faith at its lowest.

· Sacrifices are sacrilegious: with blemished vs. perfect animals as required by law.
· People are as guilty as priests:  men have divorced their Jewish wives and married rich pagan women

· They believe that all who do evil are good in the sight of the Lord and claim that God is unjust not to agree

Prophecy:    God will send a messenger to prepare the people for the coming of the judgment.   He will be like a refiner’s fire that burns impurities out of gold.   

How to repent:    Donate a tenth of their income to God.  

Tithing:    giving the first 10% of our income to charity and to our church, trusting that God will take care of our needs, no matter what financial struggles we might meet.   The giving should happen before we buy anything or pay our bills, not leftover money.   Tithing is an act of justice and an act of faith.

Shallow faith:
people who admire the successful as the blessed and approve of prosperous evildoers who hold God in contempt.  


But God is keeping a record.  Only repentance will save the people. 
False hope:
Judah putting its hopes in a building, the Temple, to ensure God’s favor.  But the Temple is not a guarantee of righteousness.   If worship in the Temple is not sincere, it is as good as worthless.
Page 223
Renewal:  Drawing the Community’s Boundaries
Two greatest leaders of Judah after the exile:    About 450 b.c.

Nehemiah:
governor
Ezra:
priest  

Together they set boundaries and gave the people a sense of identity.
Without the firm boundaries they set, Judaism as a religion would have been washed away.

Nehemiah:  Rebuilding the Walls         page 223
Nehemiah:
book written beginning in 445 b.c., was taken from his private journal.

Nehemiah:

· A Jew who was a model public servant.
· He had a privileged position in the court of the Persian king

· His brother tells him Jerusalem’s city walls are still in ruin; he grieves and fasts for several days.
· With the king’s consent, he travels to Jerusalem.

· IN Jerusalem, he calls everyone in the city to rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.  Neighboring governors try to frustrate the work (of rebuilding the walls) but it doesn’t work.

· The walls of Jerusalem are quite literally its boundaries.

· Clear spiritual boundary lines say “This is Jewish; that is not.”   The city walls symbolize the outlines of Judaism’s identity.     Secure walls will make Jerusalem safe from foreign attack.

Involving the Whole Community

Page 223 - 224
The High Priest and his staff build the sheep gate, the gate closest to the Temple.
Enemies:
try to attack them, but Nehemiah posts guards, arms whole families, and stations a trumpeter to blow an alarm.  
Insisting on Justice

Page 224-225

Common folk:
had to pawn their fields, vineyards, homes, and even sons and daughters in order to buy grain:   even their daughters are being molested by wealthy kinsmen.
Reaction:
Nehemiah is outraged.  He orders the wealthy to return everything to the people they have cheated and to repay any interest they have charged.  

Nehemiah:
models justice by loaning money and grain to the poor without charge.

Leading by Serving  
pg. 225

Nehemiah:
refuses to use an expense account to benefit from taxes, or to take land for himself.      

He serves:   by setting a table with food and wine for the workers.
Sanballat and Tobiah:
resent his power.  They try to ambush him, smear him, lure him into the Temple and arrest him.     

Nehemiah:
orders the gates never be opened before the sun in hot, and always be closed before sundown, and has a guard stationed at all times.

Lots:
are cast to decide who will live with the city walls.  The rest must reside in other cities.  

Page 225- 226

Key Boundaries:   Honoring the Sabbath, Not Marrying Foreigners


Nehemiah:
journeys back and forth between the Persian court and Jerusalem several times
Tobiah:
is living in the Temple and the tithes of grain, wine, and oil for the Temple attendants have been stolen or given away.    He has Tobiah thrown out, the chambers purified, and the supplies restored.   

Levites:
He calls back the Levites (priests who were responsible for the Temple) who have gone home to grow food.    
Farmers & merchants:
are not keeping the Sabbath.  They are conducting trade in the city and people are shopping on the Sabbath!

Nehemiah orders the city gates sealed before the Sabbath and opened only when it is over.

Marriage:
He condemns the Jews who have married foreign women and whose children cannot even speak Hebrew.  


He warns the Jews not to give their children in marriage to these half-breeds – as they appear to him.    He does not believe in the mixing of blood.


He conducts a rite of cleansing to free them of all foreign contamination.

Why so strict, Nehemiah?    Pg. 226

First reform:

Third commandment:
buying and selling on the Sabbath was forbidden by the 3rd commandment.    In Moses’ day, the penalty was death.    The prophets condemned the attitude that put money and profit before religious commitment.    Jesus would agree with this.
Second reform
Marriage:
Nehemiah insisted Jews may not marry foreigners   Intermarriage was the quickest way to weaken a people’s religious commitment.     The threat of divided loyalties was real and had hurt people in the past.   So the requirement that Jews marry only Jews made sense;  they needed a clear identity with undivided hearts if they were to go forward as a united people.
Ezra:    Recommitting to the Law.       Page 227 

Ezra:
was a priest and a scribe who lived in Babylon sometimes in the period of Nehemiah    (about 445 b.c.)
· He loved the Torah – the collection of the Scriptures that comprises the first five books of the Bible (Pentateuch).
· He understood that faithfulness to the Law of Moses, God’s commandments, was the heart of the Torah and was essential for Jews.

· His personal journal is quoted in chapters 7 to 10.

Helping the People Remember Who They Are     Page 228
In Chapter 8, Ezra is reading aloud the Book of the Law.  When he concludes, the people fall to their knees weeping.   
Feast of Booths:
or Sukkoth.     For seven days they live outside in booths made from tree branches.   This is to recall their ancestors’ years in the wilderness, when God provided for them whatever they needed before they entered Canaan.   


A number of days after the festival, dressed in sackcloth and covered with ashes, the people confess their sins.   Once again they commit themselves to the Law and reject the sins of their past.

Firming up the Boundaries
Page 228 – 229
Ezra goes back to Babylon, but years later (398 b.c.) he returns to Jerusalem -- teaching the Torah to the people of Judah.   The Persian king gives him permission to go and to take along any Jews who want to go.    He is given gold and silver to be used in Temple worship, and the king decides that no taxes will be imposed on anyone who works in the Temple.
Because the Jews have ignored Nehemiah’s warning about intermarriage, Ezra tears his cloak, and re-tells the people of Israel’s past infidelities, begs God to pardon its wickedness.   Weeping, the people offer to put aside their foreign wives and children.      The people are given two months to do so.  The men send away their wives with the children.
Hard but necessary boundaries
Were Nehemiah and Ezra rigid or wise?  

History has shown that their policies were effective.  These policies prevented Jewish disintegration and set the hard but necessary boundaries that would ensure the survival of Judaism.

Greatest gift:
Ezra’s greatest gift to Judaism was his preaching of the Law, or the Torah, the core of the Jewish Bible, which had been put into book form in Babylon.    


He provided a kind of constitution (theocracy)  for the Jews – rooting their lives in a common faith, a common code of behavior.    Judaism has survived because it is centered in the Bible.     As the People of the Book, they could continue faithfully even after the Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 ad.

Critiques of narrow-mindedness
Book of Ruth:
probably written after the exile, tells how the great-grandmother of King David was a Moabite (Canaanite).   God can work in mysterious ways.

Book of Jonah:
a satirical story of a prophet (fictitious) who resents it when the Assyrians repent of their sins and receive God’s mercy.  The author is trying to get across God’s universal love for all peoples.   
Joel:  Locusts       page 230
Written around 400 b.c.

Plague of locusts:
   symbolizes the coming catastrophe of God’s judgment on the people for their continuing infidelity.

Joel bids the people to don sackcloth, proclaim a fast, and beg God to spare them.  After they people have done this, God promises plenty and peace again.  
Prophecy:    “I will pour out my spirit on all flesh, your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.

Read on Ash Wednesday in Church.   Fulfilled on Pentecost Day. 

St. Peter quoted these words in Acts 2:14-17 when speaking to the crowds that gathered at the balcony.
Obadiah:
Woe to Edom!      Page 230
· Shortest book in the Bible.
· A small state in what is now called Jordan.

· It participated with Babylon in the attack on Jerusalem in 587 b.c.

Esau, the founder of Edom, and Jacob were brothers, sons of Isaac.

Obadiah accuses Edom of fratricide:   killing one’s brother.
Page 231
Keeping the Faith Alive under Fire
Greek Rule:   Being Jewish in a Greek World

The identity of Judaism became firmly established with Ezra and Nehemiah’s reforms which the Persians supported.
Alexander the Great:  conquered the Persian Empire in 330 b.c.

Greek Empire:
dominated Judea for more than two centuries 




(330 to 63 b.c.) with periods of terrible persecution.

Problem with Greek domination:

1. they were harsh and powerful, at times punishing the Jews with torture and death for practicing their religion
2. the allure of the sophisticated Greek lifestyle and bold new way of thinking.
· Human reason is more important than religious faith
· Emphasis on the individual over the community

· An appealing culture of philosophy, drama, literature, science, architecture, and athletic game.

· Greek language was popular; many young people did not learn Hebrew anymore.

· Greek was the language of everyday life.

Some of the later books of the Bible were written in Greek because so many Jews did not understand Hebrew.

Page 232 - 233

Problem:


How could the Jews live with the rapid introduction of Greek language, philosophy, and customs, yet remain faithful to the God of Israel?    The boundaries set so firmly by Ezra and Nehemiah were under attack as the dominant Greek culture eroded traditional Jewish life.

Jews divided:

1. Some Jews insisted on the old ways allowing no concessions to Greek thinking.

2. Other Jews believed that compromise was possible, that adaptation to Greek things – even abandonment of Jewish religious practices – was the realistic method of survival.

These two groups grew further and further apart and soon mushroomed into full-scale civil war between the pro-Greek Jews and the anti-Greek Jews.
The anti-Greek resistance to Greek domination grew until the Greek Seleucid dynasty decided to squash them.    
Athens and Rome – and Jerusalem
Greek city states, led by Athens, were not defeated by the Persians.   

Athens acquired wealth, produced magnificent architecture such as the


Acropolis,  and nurtured the concept of a democracy, which allowed its male citizens to vote, and to judge cases in courts of law.

Romans:   the Greek culture continued to dominate the Mediterranean area even after the Romans defeated the Greeks in 63 b.c.
Greek language:  became an international tongue that even found its way into the Gospels and the Epistles.
Greek culture continued to inspire art and literature of the Romans.

Greek democratic form of government, and Rome’s republican model, began to disappear.       By the time of Jesus, emperors and not the senate ruled the Romans.

In 70 a.d. Titus, son of a Roman Emperor, crushed the Jewish revolt and destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple, which was never rebuilt.   
In 135 a.d., following a second rebellion, Jews were forbidden to enter Jerusalem.

Page 233
The Books of Maccabeen; taking on the Greek Empire
The two (2) books of Maccabees were written by two unknown authors around 100 b.c.
First Maccabees:
is a history of revolt of the Jews under the domination of Greek rulers.   

Judas Maccabeus:    and his brothers fight and free the Jews from Greek control.  This confirms that God is with the people who remain faithful to God.

Apostates: 
those who have renounced their faith (apostasy).  They prefer the ways of the Greeks.
Second Maccabees:    details the cruel persecution of the Jews.  It confirms:

· Belief in the resurrection of the dead
· Intercession of the saints (St. Anthony)
· The offering of prayers for the dead.  (purgatory)
Plenary indulgences

Greek Oppression Heats Up     Page 233 - 234
Antiochus IV:
Seleucid King, in First Maccabees, comes to the throne in 175 b.c.      He called himself

Epiphanes:
         which means “God made visible.”   The people called him   

Epimanes:

which means “madman.”

Gymnasium:
built by pro-Greek Jews, led by a corrupt high priest, where young men participate in athletic events naked – a practice that traditional Jews condemn.    The young men hide the marks of circumcision – so they are not so obviously Jewish.
Antiochus IV:


· takes the treasures from the Temple to pay for his military adventures
· Two years later, he sends a military force to Jerusalem to control the anti-Greek Jews.    The soldier’s burn houses, kill people, and build a citadel or fortress.   

Citadel:
house more military troops who will occupy Jerusalem.  It was also a haven for apostate Jews:  those who abandoned Judaism.

When the above fail to counter Jewish resistance, Antiochus orders that everyone in his realm must embrace his religion

Under penalty of death the Jews must
· Abandon their Law

· Destroy their scrolls

· Offer sacrifices to Greek gods

· Cease circumcision, and

· Ignore their dietary rules
The Temple is defiled with 

1. sacrifices of swine and an

2. altar to the god Zeus erected on the altar of holocausts.
Heroic Martyrdom for the Sake of the Young     Page 234
Eleazar:
was arrested by the Greeks for his refusal to eat pork, a meat forbidden by Jewish Law as being unclean.

Young Jews who work for the Jews suggest he eat something that looks like pork, but is not.    He replies:  

“If you think that to save my life for a few short years, I would scandalize all the young who are watching me, you are quite mistaken.”
He dies, leaving an example of nobility and a memorial of courage, not only to the young, but to the nation.
Read:  Norwegian “Eleazars” in the book,     page 235  


Teachers refused to promote fascism and were arrested and sent to a concentration camp in the frigid north of Norway.
A Mother and her Seven Sons:   We Shall Live Again      Page 235
Second Maccabees:    same period of persecution under Antiochus IV
A mother and her seven sons are arrested for refusing to eat pork.   The mother is forced to watch her sons endure unspeakable torments and be put to death, after which the mother is also slain.
They proclaim their belief that they will live again with God and with one another.


“One cannot but choose to die at the hands of mortals and to cherish the hope God gives of being raised again by him.   But for you there will be no resurrection to life!”

Page 236
The last brother said, “For our brothers after enduring a brief suffering, have drunk of ever-flowing life, under God’s covenant.”  “He died in integrity, putting his whole trust in the Lord.”
The belief in resurrection
Resurrection:
God will raise the just to new life with God and one another after death.
Book of Daniel:     the belief in the resurrection also appears in this book.
The Maccabees:   A Revolt that Succeeds      Page 236
Revolt began in 166 b.c.
Judas Maccabeus, the hammerer, led the revolt and manages to achieve a measure of independence for a little while.   Along the way he kills the pro-Greek Jews.     Violent resistance is the only way left to keep the Jewish faith alive under such an oppressive empire.

By 164 the Jews take back control of the Jerusalem Temple.    The region continued to be under Seleucid rule.   But for certain periods, Judea is allowed to govern itself -- until the Roman Empire takes over Judea in 63 b.c.

The Origins of Hanukkah      Page 236-237
Its origins are in the rededication of the Temple after the Greeks had defiled it.   
The Maccabees find the Temple forlorn and abandoned – its altar desecrated, the gates burned, and weeds growing in the courts.  
First they mourn, then they get to work.

They purify the sanctuary and the courts,

Remove the profaned altar and build a new one,

Make new sacred vessels,

Light a new lamp,

Hang curtains,

Place fresh loaves on the altar of holocausts.

A year from the day of its defilement, the Temple is consecrated again.
The people celebrate for 8 days, and Judas decrees that these days be celebrated on the anniversary every year.  This feast is called Hanukkah.

The Festival of Lights     Page 237

Legend:    not found in the Bible

Judas Maccabeus, when he was about to light the menorah he was alarmed to find that the specially prepared oil was gone.   

Menorah:
a seven-branched candelabra

The was only one small jar left – barely enough for one night.   But the oil lasted 8 days while the people celebrated and prepared more oil.  
In Jewish homes, tiny candles or oil lamps are lit and gifts are given to the children.

Daniel:  Stories and Visions for the Faint of Heart     Page 237-238
While the Greeks ruled, the spiritual boundaries of Judaism, drawn by Ezra and Nehemiah three centuries earlier, had to be defended or Judaism would cease to exist and Israel would never become a light to the nations.
The Maccabees offered a strategy of resistance – military campaign for Jewish independence.

But the author of Daniel had a different response  --  a spiritual and theological approach that contrasted with the violent strategy of the Maccabees.

Writing during the time of the Greek persecution (165 b.c.) the author of Daniel tried to inspire the Jews to nonviolent resistance, with a radical trust in God’s power to make everything come out right in the end.

Both approaches aimed at preserving the boundaries of Judaism and remaining faithful to God.

Macabees focused on human power and might, while

Daniel held out God’s love and justice as the ultimate power that saves.

Setting of Daniel:    Babylon in the time of the exile, but in reality, they are addressing the situation under Greek rule.   He did this to keep from being killed by the Greeks.     So the book is filled with code names and plenty of analogies to address the plight of the Jews living under the Greeks.
The slaves in America told stories of Moses and God freeing the slaves raising the hopes of slaves in America.

The Fiery Furnace and the Lion’s Den       Page 238-239

Read Daniel chapter 3 and 6.

Chapters 1 to 6 in Daniel:    tell stories about a young man named Daniel and his friends who refuse to give in to the rulers demand that they worship idols.     The three young men in the fiery furnace and in the lions den refuse to give up their faith and this leads to their persecution.     

The author knew that Jews who resisted the Greeks were being killed on a regular basis.    They knew about the martyrs of Judaism, like Eleazar and the mother and her seven sons.     

Daniel is trying to say:  “Ultimately, you will not be harmed.  You may die in the physical sense, but your spirit will not be crushed.   God is with you and will save you for the kind of life that lasts forever.

Martin Luther King Jr. and Mohandas Gandhi, preached non-violent resistance.  

The Book of Daniel points to life after death, the resurrection.

Visions of How it will all turn out       Page 240-241
Daniel chapter 7:    His visions.
Daniel sees in a vision four powerful beasts – representing four nations that are Israel’s enemies – rise out of a boiling sea.

But God condemns them, and gives dominion to “one like a son of man,”

Meaning one like a human being – whom all peoples and nations will one day serve as king in an everlasting reign    

Son of Man      Page 241

Jesus used the term Son of Man 82 times in the Gospels.  Christians have always seen Jesus as the fulfillment of the promise in the Book of Daniel of the coming reign of “one like a son of man.”

Apocalyptic literature:      is characterized by strange symbolic images that represent events, places, and even particular people, of the time in which it is written.        This type of writing was widely used from about 200 b.c. to 200 a.d., a period of about 400 years.  

The Book of Revelation in the Bible is apocalyptic, as the Christians were being persecuted by the Romans.

The literature’s bizarre symbols are code language for those “in the know” so the oppressors do not understand the subject matter or the author’s identity.

Apocalyptic writing was intended to give hope, inspiration to those oppressed.      In the struggle between good and evil, good will win.   God is in charge, and God will win.    So, “bear suffering patiently now and keep your faith in God, because one day God’s victory will be ours!”

Apocalyptic literature has often been misunderstood to predict certain real events in the future.        Some have claimed that the Book of Revelation predicts a global catastrophe like a nuclear war or the fall of world powers.

Up to the Time of Jesus      Page 243
The scriptural history of Israel comes to an end with the Maccabees and the apocalyptic visions of Daniel.     

In 63 b.c., the Romans conquered the Greeks and took over the region of Palestine, in which Judea was located.

At the time of Jesus’ birth (5 b.c.), this little territory was under the control of the Roman Empire.       Many Jews during this time were hoping for the coming of the Messiah who would overthrow the Roman and set up David’s kingdom again.       
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