Chapter 8   
Notes

Manasseh:
Hezekiah son who next rules as king of Judah.  


He bows to the Assyrian gods, abandons God, puts pagan shrines in the Temple, offers his son as a sacrifice, and drenches Jerusalem in blood.   His son is assassinated, and his grandson Josiah is one of Judah’s great reformers.

King Josiah:
622 b.c.  A copy of the Book of the Law is found during the repair of the Temple.  When the king hears it, he is appalled that Judah has abandoned the Law of God.


He leads the people in a renewal of the Covenant and commences his reforms.   First, he destroys pagan altars and executed pagan priests and temple prostitutes.   Second, he reclaims territory lost to Judah for a hundred years.    He is killed in battle with Egypt’s pharaoh in 609 b.c.

The reforms slowed down Judah’s slide but do not reverse it.   The reforms are external, and people’s hearts (internal) are not affected enough.  

Jehoiakim
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His father, Josiah, is killed in a battle with the Egyptian and they (Egyptians) choose his son to be king of Judah.  He reverses his father’s reforms and sides with Egypt in its struggle against the king of Babylon.   Jeremiah despises his politicking and is convinced that God will use Babylon to punish Israel for its unrepentant heart.

Deuteronomists
begin assembling Israel’s ancient texts of its history before the exile during Josiah’s reign.  During and after the exile they rework and edit these texts to compose the account we have now.    Without the Deuteronomists we would not have the Bible.
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Jeremiah
preached before the exile.  He communicated God’s message through his words, oracles and his own life of suffering and struggle.   He confronted people with truths they did not want to hear.  His message of warning and of the suffering to come was unwelcome.

Jeremiah
He did not marry.  He was despised and persecuted and struggled with God.   He loved and served God all his life and was dragged off to Egypt to an unrecorded death. He lived from about 650 to 570 b.c.

He was born of a priestly family.  God called him at the age of 20 during Josiah’s reign (630). The calling was an “interior experience” profound and frightening. He cries out “I am too young.”   God tells him not to fear:  He will put the right words into Jeremiah’s mouth.

2 visions:


Almond tree
also called a watching tree – symbolizing that God is watching to see if Judah and Jerusalem will change (repent).
Boiling cauldron:
tipped on a hearth in the north, meaning that God will summon kingdoms from the north (Babylonians) to be poured out over Judah if it does not change.  


These warning will outrage people and create enemies for Jeremiah.
Jeremiah
God bids him to search the city for an honest person, he can find none.  The people have filled their houses with loot taken from the poor and have grown rich and fat  -- all while winking at evil.  
Prophecies
were not predictions of what was bound to happen but of what could happen if people and nations continued to be hard-hearted.     They were not willing to change.


They thought God promise to David and the miracle of 701 b.c. meant that they were safe.  God would never permit Jerusalem or the house of David to be destroyed.
Temple
Jeremiah warns his listeners that even the Temple does not assure God’s presence.    They must stop sinning, stop oppressing aliens, shedding innocent blood, worshiping idols, (versus) and treat their neighbors with justice, show mercy to widows and orphans, or they will be lost.

Den of Thieves
Jeremiah 7:11 “Has this house which bear my name become a den of thieves?”        Jesus also calls the Temple a “den of thieves (robbers)” in Mt 21:13.

Priest, court prophets
are outraged and start a riot and call for Jeremiah’s death.   He is whisked away and escapes alive.
Stopped here:    Thursday   1/8/09   Period 1, 2, and 4.
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Ridicule of idols:
They must be fastened with nails lets they totter, carried because they cannot walk, and able to do neither good nor evil.  They are nothings.
Yahweh
is the one true God, living, eternal, the maker of the earth, the stretcher of the say, the mover of the waters.  God’s inheritance is Jacob, God’s tribe is Israel, and the Lord of Moses is God’s name.  There is no other God.
Jeremiah
is the first to declare that Yahweh is the only God.   The other gods were only powerless pieces of carved wood.

Blasphemy
Jeremiah demonstrates for some of Jerusalem’s leaders that God will smash the city like a piece of pottery.
  A court prophet has him beaten and put in the stocks overnight.

Jeremiah suffers:
He cries that God has duped him.  He will never mention his name again.   But he cannot hold in his prophetic message:  it becomes like a fire burning in his heart.  People try to entrap him and when his enemies fail, he shouts “The Lord is with me.”   His mood plummets and he suffers despair and curses the day he was born.     Despite his sufferings, he knows he must continue to speak the truth.
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Jesus
was also sent to teach God’s ways but was despised, plotted against, and entrapped by his enemies.  He also felt abandoned and on the cross cried, “Why have you forsaken me?”

King Nebuchadrezzar
Babylonian king controls the region.  

King Jehoiakim 
withholds tribute from the Babylonian monarch.  Babylon attacks Jerusalem, but does not destroy it, and the king (Jehoiakim) is killed, year 597.
King Jehoiachin
son of Jehoiakim, is sent off to exile in Babylon with his court and many professionals, craftsmen and soldiers in 597 b.c.    This is the first exile for Judah.
Jeremiah’s response:
do not resist Babylon. God willingly into exile and make the most of this sad situation.  It will be a time for something new to happen in you.    In a letter to the exiles in Babylon, Jeremiah tells them to settle down, build houses, plant gardens, and find spouses for their children.  They must increase in number and promote the good of the city, for one day God will bring them home.  

Exile is not for annihilation, but for purification, so they can return to the role God chose for them long ago – to be a witness before the nations.
King Zedekiah
another son of Jehoiakim, becomes puppet king of Babylon (597-587).   He is afraid to follow Jeremiah’s advice.  He takes part in a revolt against Babylon and Babylon besieges Jerusalem in retaliation.  

False hopes
Zedekiah clings to the false hope that God will rescue Jerusalem once more, as happened under Hezekiah a century earlier.  The courts prophets have encouraged the king in his illusions.  Jeremiah knows better and says that Jerusalem must go willingly into exile or it will be destroyed.
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Jeremiah
accused of treason – of deserting to the Babylonians and demoralizing the army with his call for surrender.   He will be beaten and imprisoned and court nobles will throw him into a muddy, deep cistern to die.    He is saved by an Ethiopian courtier.     God wants Judah to repent and the purification of exile is the only means left, as Isaiah said long before and Jeremiah understands.

New Covenant
God speaks to him of a great hope – the future return of the people from exile.    In Babylon they will be made anew.   God will make a New Covenant will the people writing the Law on their hearts instead of stone tablets and will forgive their evil and remember their sin no more.
New Covenant
will no longer be a matter of external practices and norms imposed from outside the person.

The law would be written on each person’s heart.  Each individual would know God and what he wants from deep within.  This would be the fruit of the people’s sufferings in exile.
Jeremiah’s
own sorrow and suffering has brought him to a deep and intimate relationship with God.  He has struggled with suffering and has found security in God alone.    He is telling Israel that it must do the same.  Out of Israel’s acceptance of its exile will come hope – hope for an entirely new, living relationship with God.
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Jesus Christ
his teaching established the terms (belief and obedience) of the New Covenant and his death and resurrection sealed it.   Jesus refers to the New Covenant during the institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper.  

For Christians, this new law of love is written on their hearts by the grace of the Holy Spirit.

Page  193     Second Exile:
587 b.c.
Babylonians return, breach the city’s walls, torch its buildings.  The Temple is destroyed, many people are deported to Babylon.

King Zedekiah
 is captured, forced to see his sons slain, and then blinded and hauled off in chains to Babylon.

Jeremiah
stays behind with the Judahites still in Jerusalem and tells them they will be safe IF they remain in the ruined city and give in to Babylonian rule.    Once again the people refuse to listen to Jeremiah.  They flee to Egypt, seeking comfort and security, taking Jeremiah and his scribe.


He disappears from history.  One tradition holds that he is murdered in Egypt by his fellow Judahites, which is possible, but not recorded anywhere.

Baruch:
Jeremiah’s scribe, he goes to Egypt with Jeremiah, but then returns to Jerusalem.
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Exile
turned out to be the time when Judaism as a religion came to birth.  Its scriptures, its monotheism, its Law centeredness, its prayer and worship, and many of the practices we know today were fruits of that period.

Lesson:
failure and sorrow do not have to crush us.  Our own heart can be made anew through sorrow, and we can find new life once again.
Lamentations:     Judah Grieves
Book Lamentations
is a collection of five (5) hymns of grief composed shortly after the fall of Jerusalem.    They were NOT written by Jeremiah, but were attributed to him.     Each chapter is a separate poem.

1st, 2nd, 4th chapters are funeral laments


3rd chapter author’s suffering, hope of a return


5th chapter, people admit their guilt, expressing hope, praying for restoration.

Baruch:   Keep the Faith.     Page 195
Baruch
was written by several authors centuries after the exile.


It was meant to nurture the faith of the later Jews of the Dispersion and to encourage them to return home someday.

Baruch, chp 6
attributed to Jeremiah, it is a powerful and amusing ridicule of the idols that surround the Jews in these far-off lands.    The idols have tongues covered with gold and silver, but they cannot speak.   Lamps are lighted for them, but they cannot see.  Etc.   The point is  “do not be fooled, there is no other God but the Lord.”

Ezekiel:      From Hearts of Stone to Hearts of Flesh       Page 196- 197
Ezekiel
prophesied in Jerusalem in the years before the exile.  


He was deported to Babylon in the first exile in 597 b.c.  He is best known for his prophesies there, where he inspired hope.   

Hope
God had forgiven Israel and would create it anew, giving it a new heart and a new spirit.

Ezekiel’s gifts:
drama, symbol making and storytelling.
Vision of God
Ezekiel sees a bright light in a chariot drawn by four winged creatures, each with four faces – those of a lion, an ox, an eagle, and a man.     On the throne, above the creatures is a being of light resembling a man, which appears to be a likeness of the glory of the Lord.

Message to Ezekiel:
God is displeased with the people.  He tells Ezekiel to eat a scroll of lamentation and mourning.  When he does eat the scroll, it taste as sweet as honey.  God tells him that he must speak the message of woe to the people.

He is warned the people will be stubborn and hard-hearted, but he must not be afraid; he must stand his ground.    He must communicate to them through actions, not simply words.    Ezekiel is now God’s man; he speaks when God tells him to speak.
Sweetness
a symbol of how good it is to know the truth because the truth frees us from lies.   It is good to do the “will of God.”
Prophetic Actions and Storytelling       
Page 197 - 198
Before the exile
Ezekiel tells the people Jerusalem will not be saved; the exile will last a long time.    The people believe the Temple will save them.
Dramatic actions:

1) Model of Jerusalem
make of unbaked clay bricks, using sticks and stones around it, signifies a siege with battering rams, towers and ramps.    He lies down and gazes at it for over a year.     
Gazing at model
symbolizing God watching Nebuchadrezzar’s siege of Jerusalem, but not doing anything about it

2)   Cuts off hair and beard:
throws 1/3 into the city, 1/3 around the city, 1/3 is tossed into the wind.    
Meaning:
Jerusalem will be cut down, with some people dying of pestilence, some being slain, and some being exiled.    Only a few will return.
3) Packs baggage and leaves his house.  
    Meaning:
King Zedekiah will try to escape the city.  He will be caught, blinded, and taken to Babylon where he will die.  


He eats only bread and water as the people will do when they are captives.
4) Allegory
a symbolic story      Ezekiel 16:1-63

Like Hosea, Israel has left her husband, Yahweh, and has taken countless lovers.    When she repents, God will forgive her.
5) Ezekiel’s wife dies.
He is told by God not to show his grief.  

Symbolizes:  the people’s not mourning their lost relationship with God (Yahweh).     Therefore, the delight of their eyes, the Temple, Jerusalem, and all its people, will also be taken from them.

Jerusalem does fall and is utterly destroyed.  All that Ezekiel, like Jeremiah, has prophesied comes true.    

1st fall:   597,   Ezekiel is taken to Babylon;     Jeremiah remains behind.

Pg. 199   “A New Heart…and a New Spirit”

In exile, Ezekiel changes roles and becomes a teacher, a counselor, an inspirer to the disheartened exiles.   They need to hear of God’s mercy.  
Ezekiel hears God say: “A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you;  I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”  EZ 36:26

Vision of the Dry Bones        Pg. 199    Read EZ 37:1-14
People are saying “our bones are dried up”

God commands Ezekiel to say:  “O dry bones, hear the Word of the Lord.”
As he speaks, the dry bones are covered with sinew and flesh, but they have no life.

He is told to call forth breath, or spirit, for the bones, and they come to life.  

God is going to call them out of their grave of exile, give them new hearts, fill them with His Spirit, and bring them home to Jerusalem.

Pg. 200     A resurrection

Spiritual resurrection:
    the raising up of a nation that has lost hope.    Only God, whom they have ignored, betrayed and rejected, who alone can save them and will.
Christians see in Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones coming to life an image of Jesus’ Resurrection and the new life his rising brings to those united with Christ.   This passage is read at the Easter Sunday vigil.
Page 201      The Vision of a New Jerusalem
The last chapters of Ezekiel prophecies are a vision of the return to Jerusalem, the rebuilding of the Temple, and the return of the glory of God.    God orders Ezekiel to tell the priests and the people how to worship;  how to celebrate feast days, and observe the laws of ritual, the rules for nobles, and the laws for division of land.

The name of the city of Jerusalem shall henceforth be called “The Lord is There”

Ezekiel dies in exile.

Ezekiel ignored in Jerusalem becomes their teacher and hope in exile.  If they asked, “why did it happen?” he reminds them of their infidelities (sins).   He now speaks of God’s mercy.
Page 200      The Babylonians and the Exile        Read and study.

Babylonian Talmud:    most influential Jewish writing other than the Jewish Bible.

Second Isaiah:   Toward a Joyous Return         Page 201

First Isaiah or Isaiah of Jerusalem lives in the 700’s and wrote chapters 1-39.
Second Isaiah lived in Babylon around 550 b.c. and wrote chapters 40 to 55.

Life in Babylon       pg. 201- 202

The exiles were not treated as slaves, forced to labor for the empire or held in prison camps.   They had a certain freedom in Babylon.   They settled down, built homes and some became prosperous.

Religious renewal
Jews were not allowed to build a temple or practice their religious rituals in any public way   The Babylonians’ temples (to Marduk) were the only ones in town.    
To preserve their religious identity and heritage, they preserved the words of the prophets and the sacred writings of the Torah.  Much of the Jewish Bible came into its final form during this period.    The people gathered together as families or in community to read the Scriptures, pray, and chant their hymns and psalms.
Religion focused more on the Word of God and the community, and less on the place of worship, the Temple.   In Babylon, male circumcision, kosher dietary practices, and the Sabbath as a day of rest became so significant.     These customs reminded the Jews of WHO THEY WERE as GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE.
Tensions and compromises      Page 202

Jews in Babylon in 550 b.c. varied in their faithfulness to God.    Second and third generation Jews were content to stay in Babylon with their established homes and businesses.    They could express their religious identity through their customs, their Law, and their worship centered on the Scriptures and prayer.  They did not require the Temple to be faithful to God.
Consolation and hope       Page 203

Second Isaiah raised the hopes of the people that someday they would return to Jerusalem.      That happened in 538 b.c. when Cyrus, king of Persia, overcame the Babylonians and set the exiles free.    By this time, all the original exiles had died.   Only a fraction of the Jews in Babylon returned to Jerusalem.    

Second Isaiah speaks of  (a) the return to Jerusalem of the Promised One, the Messiah;  (b)  the day when all nations will gather to worship God in justice and peace. 

Chapters 40-55, are also called the Book of Consolation.   Included are four songs of a mysterious servant of God, one whose mission is to bring salvation to all peoples through his own suffering.
Cyrus the Anointed:  Liberator
Cyrus is called God’s anointed, and God calls him by name.  Cyrus does not know the One God, being ruler of a foreign empire with its own gods.  But that does not stop God from choosing him to be the instrument of his blessing.   God is ruler and creator of ALL the earth – and that means foreign nations and kings.    

A Good ruler, God’s chosen     page 203
Cyrus does not resort of rape, genocide, or the deportation of populations.     He allows conquered people to return home, asking only that when they worship their gods, they pray for him as well.  

In Is. 45:1-8 we see the image of a “universal” God.  This is the God of all nations who can accomplish the divine purposes through anyone, of any nation, of any religion.
Comfort My People    Pg 204
God will come to lead Israel home – like a shepherd who leads his flock and carries his lambs in his arms.    

John the Baptist uses the passage from Second Isaiah about one who prepares the way of the Lord.     “A voice cries out in the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord….”

John prepared the way for Jesus and the Advent season in the church calendar anticipates the coming of the Lord.    John preached repentance; we prepare for the Lord by repenting of our sins.
Songs of the Suffering Servant      page 204 - 205
Suffering Servant
an innocent man who suffers greatly – not for his own sins but in order to save the people from their sins
In the O.T., his identity is not clear.  It could be Israel or a prophet; but Christians have always seen this as a prophetic image of Christ.

First song:
God speaks of a chosen one, one set above others.   He has been given God’s spirit, and his mission is to bring justice to the nations.   He will not raise his voice but will speak with gentleness toward “bruised reed” – hopeless Israel.

Second song:    The speaker is the prophet.  He likens himself to a sharp-edged sword.  He was called from his mother’s womb to restore Israel as a light to the nations—so that the salvation of the Lord can reach to the ends of the earth.
Third song:   The servant is subject to insults and derision, he is beaten, his beard is plucked, his face is spat upon.   He patiently endures this abuse, certain that God will uphold him.   

Fourth song:    The suffering servant seems to be an embodiment of Israel, who, before finally being exalted, is first spurned and avoided and so disfigured as to seem inhuman.    The people think that he is being punished for his sins, but in reality he is suffering for the nation’s wrongdoing.   Like a lamb led to the slaughter, he is taken away, “cut off from the land of the living” and buried in a criminal’s grave, although he has done no wrong.  But because he has “poured out himself to death” he will win pardon for the sins of many.     

The way of salvation through suffering
Isaiah introduces a new concept:   Israel light will shine not through being a glorious nation, but Israel will bring salvation to the world by willing to suffer for the sake of others.

Jesus as the suffering servant     (Isaiah 52:13-15 and 53:1-12)

These readings are used in the Good Friday liturgy, the memorial of Christ’s death on the cross.    Christians interpret the suffering, death, and triumph of the servant as a prophetic image of Jesus.

Page 206
     The Jews of the Dispersion     Read and study from the book
Septuagint:
the Greek translation of the Old Testament and today the oldest complete version in existence.    Written in Alexandria, Egypt, in 3rd century b.c.
Shoah:      or the Holocaust.

As the ancient prophets saw it, the infidelity of the Jews (to Yahweh) caused the Dispersion, but in time the Dispersion proved the durability of their faith.  Why?  Because of the Bible.  

Page 208
   The Tenderness of God
To the complaint (in Babylon) that God has forgotten Jerusalem, God responds, “Even if a mother forgets her infant or be without tenderness for the child of her womb, God will never forget Israel.”

Come to the feast
All those who thirst (for grace), come to the water.   It’s free.    Water is really a symbol for the Holy Spirit.   
Feminine Images of God
God is pure spirit, neither male or female.    But both men and women reflect aspects of God.

Page 209    The Fruits of the Exile
The prophet Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Second Isaiah guided Israel through its time of purification in exile.     Judaism as a religion was born in exile.  

Jeremiah and Ezekiel saw the New Covenant that was coming for Israel.   

Both pointed to the transforming and saving power of suffering.   

At the end of the exile, few people returned to Jerusalem to begin again.  Those who did return saw themselves as the “faithful remnant” prophesied by Zephaniah.
But that did not make the Jews of the Dispersion unfaithful.    With the center of their faith now in the Scriptures, they were now not tied to one particular land, and one place of worship, the Temple.    Judaism became a portable religion, which enabled Jews to be faithful wherever they were.
Page 184
   Zephaniah:   the Remnant
630 b.c. during the early reign of Josiah, Zephaniah speaks.
“the day of the Lord”
a time of judgment not only for Judah’s enemies but for the unfaithful of Judah and Jerusalem as well.  On that day, the guilty will be judged for their deeds, not for their religious affiliation.

Remnant:
The unfortunate and impoverished, the “humble of the land” will become a new kind of “chosen” from whom God will build the new Israel.

The humble and lowly
The poor were considered sinners.  Their poverty made it impossible for them to keep the laws about washing, contributing money, and offering sacrifices.   If reduced to begging, people were outcasts; if ill, they were considered unclean.    They thought the poor were beyond the reach of God.

Words that exalted the lowly were shocking to the self-satisfied citizens of Jesus’ time, Zephaniah’s time, and perhaps to some today.
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    Nahum:   Nineveh will fall
Nahum:
prophesied during Josiah’s reign, and several years before it happened, that Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, would fall to Babylon.
He does not call Judah to repentance because under Josiah reforms it looks like Judah is getting back on track.   He does not forsee Josiah’s death, Jehoiakim as Egypt’s puppet king, or God using Babylon as God’s instrument for Judah’s purification.

Habakkuk:   Why, God, Why?
Habakkuk:
prophet during Jehoiakim’s reign (609 – 598 b.c.)
Habakkuk:  complains that God has not heard his prayer that Judah, corrupted by Jehoiakim, be punished.    He wants to know why?    When God replied that his prayer has been heard and Judah will indeed be punished – by the Chaldeans (Babylonians) – Habakkuk is appalled.    

Habakkuk, at the end, admits his ignorance of divine ways. 
God answers all prayers; but the timing of His answer, is His.  We don’t control the timing.
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