Shakespeare Supplemental Information

· His plays fall into 4 categories:

· Comedy – Lighthearted, full of love, no death, and end in marriage.  Written early in his career.

· Examples:  A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Much Ado About Nothing, or As You like It

· Tragedy – Grim and end in death for one if not all the protagonists.  Written in his later career. 

· Examples:  Macbeth, Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, or Othello

· History – Fictionalized accounts of the lives of historical English rulers, which are flavored with patriotism.

· Examples:  Henry VI (Parts 1, 2, & 3), Richard II, and Henry V

· Romance – How two people find each other and go through the process and realization of falling in love.

Examples:  The Tempest, Cymbeline and the Winter’s Tale
Literary and Dramatic  Strategies and Definitions
· Aside - In drama, a few words or a short passage spoken by one character, to the audience, while the other actors on stage pretend they cannot hear the speaker's words.

· Atmosphere - The emotional feelings/mood inspired by a work through diction, dialogue, setting, & description. Often the opening scene in a play or novel establishes an atmosphere appropriate to the theme of the entire work. The opening of Shakespeare's Hamlet creates a brooding atmosphere of unease. 

· Characterization - An author/poet's use of description, dialogue, dialect, & action to create an emotional or intellectual reaction to a character, in regards to the character’s attitude, thoughts, actions, reactions & language which reveals geographic, social, or cultural backgrounds, in order to make the character more vivid & realistic. 

· Imagery - A common term of variable meaning which includes the mental, auditory, tactile, thermal, olfactory, gustatory and kinesthetic sensations that readers experience within a passage of literature as well as the perceptions referred to in a poem.  This happens through literal description or by allusion, simile, or metaphor.

· Irony -  Cicero referred to irony as "saying one thing and meaning another." Irony comes in many forms. 

· Verbal – (also called sarcasm) is when a speaker makes a statement in which its actual meaning differs sharply from the meaning the words would normally express.  This is plainly obvious to the reader, but the characters in the story may not realize the speaker's sarcasm as quickly as the readers do.  

· Example:  Billy gets his English test back and gets a 63%.  Billy’s friend Tom says, “You must be the smartest person in the class.”

· Dramatic – (the most important type for literature) It involves a situation in which the reader knows something, about present or future circumstances, that the character does not know.  (The character is acting in a way to be grossly inappropriate to the actual circumstances, expecting the opposite of what fate holds in store, or is anticipating a particular outcome, which unfolds itself in an unintentional way).

· Example:  In the Odyssey, Odysseus longs to return to Greece and his wife, Penelope after the war with the Trojans.  However, his sacking of the Palladium and the killing of Hector’s infant son roused the anger, the god of the sea, Poseiden.  Poseiden enacts his revenge by making Odysseus’s voyage home as difficult as possible, turning a minor voyage in to a ten-year ordeal.  

· Situational – (also called cosmic irony) is when accidental events occur that seem oddly appropriate.  

· Example:  A pickpocket getting his own pocket picked.  Both the victim and the audience are simultaneously aware of the situation in situational irony. 

· Language – A system of signs used, by members of a group, to communicate with each other. These signs can be verbal sounds, sign language gestures, or written markings like letters.  The words formed verbally or written can plainly or elaborately put together to convey meaning on various levels.

