Modern American History
Mrs. Rivers

Chapter 1 Origins of the Constitution
Study Guide

Terms and People to Know

People:
John Smith			John Rolfe		King Charles I
William Penn	James Oglethorpe			
John Locke		Two Treatises of Government		Natural rights
Baron Montesquieu	The Spirit of the Laws		separation of powers
							social contract
Jean Jacques Rousseau	The Social Contract
John Peter Zenger
Thomas Paine		Common Sense
George III
Thomas Jefferson		Declaration of Independence	Benjamin Franklin	
George Washington	Samuel Adams	John Adams		Patrick Henry

Terms and Vocabulary

London Company		Enlightenment			
Virginia Company		representative Government     Habeas Corpus Act
Parliament			Magna Carta			English Civil War
Glorious Revolution of 1688	James II		English Bill of Rights


Jamestown, VA		Plymouth, MA	Mayflower Compact
Pilgrims			Puritans		Massachusetts Bay Colony
Quakers					House of Burgesses
“middle passage”
Joint-stock companies	mercantilism		salutary neglect

Albany Plan
French-Indian War (Seven Years War in Europe)
Proclamation of 1763	Quebec Act of 1774
Stamp Tax			Boston Tea Party		Boston Massacre
Coercive Acts		Intolerable Acts

First Continental Congress
Committees of Correspondance		

Questions

1.  What were the main ideas of John Locke, Baron Montesquieu, Voltaire and Rousseau?  How did each influence the thinking that formed the basis for the American Revolution and independence?

2.  What were the major events in limiting the power of the English goverrnment?  How did the principles formed impact on the political development of the American colonies?

3.  What types of colonial governments evolved in the American colonies?  In what ways were they representative?  In what ways were they undemocratic?

4.  What was the Albany Plan of Union?

5.  What did early colonists believe in?  What were the elements of the colonial economic system known as mercantilism?

6.  What were the factors that led to the development of slavery as an institution?  Why was it less prevalent in the northern coloies than the southern ones?

7.  How did slave society preserve some aspects of its African roots?  What elements have been preserved in modern African-American society?

8.  How did slavery present a contradition to the priciples and ideals upon which the new nation was founded?  What was the result?

9.  Why was the trial of John Peter Zenger an important landmark in the development of rights in the colonies?

10.  What rights did the colonists enjoy under British rule?  

11.  What was the policy of salutary neglect?  Why and in what ways was this changed after the end of the French-Indian War in 1763?

12.  What new taxes did Britain impose on the colonists?  Why did they feel these taxes imposed on their rights?  How did they respond?

13.  What restrictions did the British impose on Massachusetts in retaliation for the Boston Tea Party?

14.  Learn the chart on p. 39


