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     January, 2009 
 

 

Dear Students: 

 

The course selection period is one of the most important times in the school year.  Because the courses which 

you select impact your overall school profile, the process of course selection should be taken seriously.  

 

As you make your course selections, remember that you want to choose courses and levels that will challenge 

you and in which you will feel comfortable.  These courses and the grades that you achieve will eventually be 

sent to the colleges of your choice. Your academic profile should clearly reflect your talents and abilities.   

 

During this selection process, take time to seek the advice of your parents. Your subject teacher, guidance 

counselor, or the assistant principal for academic affairs can also help to guide you.  Each of these individuals 

is familiar with the difficulty level of the courses as well as the expectations of most colleges.   

 

May the Holy Spirit bless you with the wisdom to choose well and to accept the challenges, which accompany 

all intellectual growth.  May you continue to explore and discover your God-given talents. 

 

 

              

       Sincerely, 

 

 

        

Sister Maureen Lawrence McDermott, IHM, PhD. 

       Principal 

 

  Office of the Principal 

 

Bishop Shanahan High School 
220 Woodbine Road 

Downingtown, PA 19335 
 

Tel. 610-518-1300 
Fax 610-343-6220 

BSHS@shanahan.org 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
 Your son/daughter is about to embark on the process of course selection for the 2009-2010 school year.  The  
pattern of study pursued will dictate the opportunities available to the students upon graduation. Students should begin 
 by analyzing strengths, weaknesses, interests, and possible career goals.  
 
 Your role as parents is very important in the course selection process, since you are the primary educator. We  
ask you to review with your son/daughter the academic options outlined in the Course Selection Catalog.   We do also  
encourage students to seek the advice of their teachers, department chairpersons, guidance counselor, and the academic  
office. Changes in track require the recommendation of the subject teacher and the approval of the chairperson. 
 
 To assist you with an understanding of our placement method, please refer to the explanation listed below. 
 

AP refers to courses that utilize the course of study developed by the Advanced Placement Program of 
 the College Board. All students registered in an AP level course are required to take the AP exam in 
  May.  (A separate fee set by the College Board must be paid for the examination.) Upon acceptance, the 

student is committed to the class for the following year. 
 
Honors refers to college preparatory courses for students of high or exceptional level ability and industry.  
 Admission to this program is based upon past academic achievement in the subject area, teacher 

recommendation, and department chairperson approval. 
 
Track 2 refers to college preparatory courses for students of above average ability. 
 
Track 3 refers to college preparatory courses for students of average ability. 
 
Track 4  refers to college-bound students who experience academic difficulty and/or require strengthening in basic 

skills. 
 

 Our hope is that students will choose wisely.  Our aim is to assist your son/daughter to recognize and develop 
 his/her God-given talents to the fullest level possible.  If we can be of any assistance in this course selection process, do 
 not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
John T. DeSantis 
Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs 
 

 

    Academic Affairs 

 

Bishop Shanahan High School 
220 Woodbine Road 

Downingtown, PA 19335 
 

Tel. 610-518-1300 
Fax 610-343-6220 

BSHS@shanahan.org 
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REINFORCEMENT OF CURRICULUM 
 
 Bishop Shanahan High School aims to develop the whole person by offering a program of studies based on sound 
educational and Catholic principles.  These goals have become part of each Department’s operation to inculcate in our students 
the following: 
 
 A. The Essentials Skills of  
  
  1. Critical Reading 
  2. Clear Writing 
  3. Oral and Written Communication 
  4. Problem Solving 
  5. Critical Thinking 
 
 B. A Working Knowledge of  
 
  1. Civics 
  2. Current Events (Domestic and Global) 
  3. Consumerism 
  4. Health and Hygiene 
 
 C. The Moral and Aesthetic Values of  
 
  1. Religion and Ethics 
  2. Fine Arts 
  3. Self-esteem 
 
 D. The Availability of Enrichment through 
 
  1. School Related Activities/Athletics 
  2. Outside Programs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSONS 

  
BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY Mr. John Repko 
ENGLISH Ms. Stephanie Belefonte 
FINE ARTS Mr. Charles Keating 
GUIDANCE Mrs. Beth Saggers 
LIBRARY Mrs. Alice Dowling 
MATHEMATICS Mr. Paul Finley 
PHYS. ED & HEALTH Mr. Richard Kauffmann 
RELIGION Mr. Paul Peterson 
SCIENCE Mrs. Mary Jane Ansley 
SOCIAL STUDIES Mr.David McQuiston 
WORLD LANGUAGE Mrs. Mary Anne Nies 
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RELIGION DEPARTMENT 
 
The objectives of Bishop Shanahan’s Religion Department are: 
 
• To develop an understanding of the basic teachings of the Catholic Church concerning the Holy Trinity, the role of Jesus 

Christ, the Church, grace and human nature, in the light of the Gospel of Christ, to enable a student to accept the grace to 
make an intelligent act of faith. 

 
• To foster a personal experience of God on the part of each student by means of the Mass, the Sacraments, prayer, days of 

recollection and retreats and community service, so as to accept the grace to deepen a commitment to God and neighbor. 
 
• To develop a Catholic Christian community which provides the proper atmosphere for a person to grow into Catholic 

Christian maturity. 
 
• To provide the environment for a person to accept the grace to establish a vision of morality, of both a personal and social 

dimension, based on the Gospel teaching and values. 
 
111 RELIGION 1 

 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track:  Honors 

Foundations of Faith 

This is a rigorous course that presents the core beliefs of the Catholic Faith and the Christ-like way of celebrating and living those 
beliefs. Research papers will be assigned at this level on various topics selected by the individual teacher. During the fall 
semester, and extending into the spring as required, students will be presented with sound theological lessons on the follow topics: 
the Human Longing for God, Revelation, Faith, the Creed, Prayer and Christian Moral Decision Making.  The Creed is what we 
believe as Catholics, including the following:  the Trinity, Mary, the Church and Eschatology (the Last Things). In the spring 
semester students will be given a solid appreciation of the liturgical life of the Church:  The Eucharistic sacrifice and the 
sacraments. The course will provide students with a thorough knowledge of the seven sacraments of the Church. All of these 
topics will be taught in depth, in the context of 2,000 years of Church Tradition, with direct reference to the scriptural and 
philosophical basis for these dogmas and doctrines. 
 
112 RELIGION 1 

 

Grade:  9 

Credits:  1 

Track:  2 

Foundations of Faith 

This is a primary course that presents the core beliefs of the Catholic Faith and the Christ-like way of celebrating and living those 
beliefs. During the fall semester, and extending into the spring as required, students will be presented with sound theological 
lessons on the following topics: the Human longing for God, Revelation, Faith, the Creed, Prayer and Christian Moral Decision 
Making. The Creed is what we believe as Catholics, including the following: the Trinity, Mary, the Church and Eschatology (the 
Last Things). In the spring semester students will be given a solid appreciation of the liturgical life of the Church: The Eucharistic 
sacrifice and the sacraments. The course will provide students with a thorough knowledge of the seven sacraments of the Church. 
 
121 RELIGION 2 

 

Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Sacred Scripture 

This course will include a rigorous study of the Catholic Bible, both the Old and New Testaments. Students, by instruction and 
through individual research, will become familiar with the way in which God has revealed Himself throughout salvation history, 
and will include a study of authorship, structure and the literary forms of the written word. They will examine in detail the 
contents of most of the books of the Bible, and will provide an overview of the remainder. The direct relationship between the 
Old and New Testaments will be explained. The four gospels will be separately taught and studied in depth. Students will be 
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directed in applying the gospel message to their lives. In addition, they will acquire an appreciation for the history of the Jewish 
people and the life and times of Jesus, as well as the spread of the Gospel message and the world of the early Christian 
communities This is a survey course that allows for the expanded presentation of topics of special interest and relevance to the 
faith development of the students. 
 
122 RELIGION 2 

Grade:  10 

Credits:  1 

Track:  2 

Sacred Scripture 

This course will study the Catholic Bible, both the Old and New Testaments. Beginning with background material including 
Revelation, authorship, structure and literary forms, this course will examine the contents of the most significant books of the 
Bible and will provide an overview of the remainder. The direct relationship between the Old and New Testaments will be 
explained. The four gospels will be thoroughly taught and studied. Students will be directed in applying the gospel message to 
their lives. In addition, they will acquire an appreciation for the history of the Jewish people and the life and times of Jesus, as 
well as the spread of the Gospel message and the world of the early Christian communities. This is a survey course that allows for 
the expanded presentation of topics of special interest and relevance to the faith development of the students. 
 
131 RELIGION 3 

Grade:             11 

Credits:              1 

Track:               Honors 

Catholic Morality 

This comprehensive course presents the basic concepts in Catholic moral theology; the nature of morality; the moral nature of the 
human person; the human conscience; the Theological and Cardinal Virtues; sin and forgiveness. The course will explore the 
scriptural and philosophical foundations of morality in light of Church tradition. Moral topics, using the Decalogue as a guide, 
will be taught. Specific issues will be discussed in the context of complex case studies. The course has been purposely named 
“Catholic” so as to help reinforce to the students that not all churches in the Christian tradition share the same moral teaching and 
understanding as the Catholic Church. Students will be encouraged to understand that the basic reason why a follower of Jesus 
tries to live a morally upright life is to demonstrate to their world in a concrete way an ongoing positive response to God’s love 
and God’s gifts. 
 
132 RELIGION 3 

Grade: 11 

Credits:  1 

Track:  2 

Catholic Morality 

This course is a thorough presentation of the basic concepts in Catholic moral theology; the nature of morality; the moral nature 
of the human person; moral foundations; the human conscience; the Theological and Cardinal Virtues; sin and forgiveness. Moral 
topics, using the Decalogue as a guide, will be taught. Specific issues will be discussed in the context of case studies. The course 
has been purposely named “Catholic” so as to help reinforce to the students that not all churches in the Christian tradition share 
the same moral teaching and understanding as the Catholic Church. Students will be encouraged to understand that the basic 
reason why a follower of Jesus tries to live a morally upright life is to demonstrate to their world in a concrete way an ongoing 
positive response to God’s love and God’s gifts. 
 
 
142 RELIGION 4 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track:            2 

Church and Vocation 

The Church and Vocation course presents a development of the Church through its 2000-year history focusing on the People of 
God who make up the church.  The students are then challenged to take an active role in the church community through the living 
out of a personal vocation of service to God and the Church.  The study of these people should direct the students to recognize the 
contemporary personalities and issues in Church life.  A personal vocation in the church as single, lay, religious or cleric only 
makes sense in the context of the long tradition we share.  Active participation in the Church is to be the end result of this year-
long process. 
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BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
 

The objectives of the Business Education Department are: 
 
• To integrate Christian truths and values with life in our contemporary society so that the students will develop into mature 

young people who will know their worth and respect their fellow citizens. 
• To acquire and develop necessary skills and qualifications essential to becoming a productive member of the business and 

academic communities. 
• To emphasize the need for students to communicate in an intelligent manner, follow instructions, assume responsibility, and 

show an appreciation for working together. 
• To present students with instruction that will prepare them for entry-level business and technology occupations and to 

encourage and prepare them to continue their education. 
 
 

 
MICROSOFT OFFICE SPECIALIST PROGRAM 

 

Bishop Shanahan High School is an Authorized Testing Center ATC for the Microsoft Office Specialist program. 
Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) certification is the globally recognized standard for demonstrating desktop 

skills with the Microsoft Office suite of business productivity applications. The MOS program is a Microsoft approved 
certification program designed to measure and validate users' skills with the Microsoft Office suite of desktop productivity 
applications: Word (word processing), Excel (electronic spreadsheet), PowerPoint (presentation graphics), Access (database 
management), FrontPage (Web-authoring program) and Outlook (scheduler). 
 
MOS certification prepares students to attain a globally recognized standard of proficiency and we believe the program will be an 
asset for our graduates entering college as well as for those students entering the workforce. 
 

 

712 COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 1 

 

Grade: 9 

Credits: ½ (One-semester Course) 

Track: 2 

Note: Required 

 
This course is an introduction to Bishop Shanahan’s computer setup and is designed to teach the student the computer 
applications needed to utilize Shanahan’s technology.  Word processing is the major emphasis of this course.  Spreadsheets, 
presentation graphics, databases and the Internet including the World Wide Web will also be introduced.  The use of the touch 
system with the keyboard will be reinforced throughout the course.   
 

721 HONORS ACCELERATED ACCOUNTING 

 

Grade: 11, 12 

Credits: 1  

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 

 
This course combines the materials previously taught in Accounting 1 and Accounting 2 into a one-year course.  Students are 
introduced to the basic accounting principles, concepts, and procedures.  A knowledge and understanding of special journals, 
depreciation, bad debts, accruals, deferrals, and partnership accounting will be given. This course prepares the student to develop 
the ability to analyze a business from a financial standpoint.  The course will utilize microcomputers to automate, analyze and 
interpret business applications for service, merchandising and corporate businesses.  This course is designed for students who 
wish to major in Accounting, Business Administration, Marketing, Management, Pre-Law, or any other college business program. 
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722 ACCOUNTING 1 

 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 

 
The objective of this course is to give students a general framework and overview of accounting.  It provides understanding of the 
terminology and develops skill in analyzing and recording business transactions.  Students gain practice in recording and carrying 
through an entire accounting period or cycle.  Application activities, which reinforce accounting practices and principles, are a 
part of the course.  Computerized accounting will be introduced.   
 
731 HONORS COMPUTER APPLICATIONS  2 

 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 

Note: May not be taken concurrently with Honors Advanced Computer Applications 3. 

This is a new amalgamated course that incorporates Honors Advanced Computer Applications 3. 

 
This course is designed to further develop the basic computer skills learned in the one-semester Computer Applications I course.  
The student will gain knowledge and skill in utilizing the computer to manipulate and process information and data through 
various software programs. The general content of this course is more rigorous than the Computer Applications II, Track 2 course 
and will include projects and research papers. Students are required to take the Microsoft Office Specialist exams at the Core or 
Expert level. 
 

732 COMPUTER APPLICATIONS  2 

 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 

Note: May not be taken concurrently with Advanced Computer Applications 3. 

This is a new amalgamated course that incorporates Advanced Computer Applications 3. 

 
This course is designed to further develop basic computer skills learned in the one-semester Computer Applications I course.  
Students will gain knowledge and skill in utilizing the computer to manipulate and process information and data through various 
software programs. Students will work with programs in word processing, electronic spreadsheets, presentation graphics and 
databases.  This course will result in the student’s achievement of a basic working knowledge of the software.  Students are 
required to take the Microsoft Office Specialist exams at the Core level. 
 

 

751 HONORS WEB TECHNOLOGY 
 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 
 

Honors Web Technology will cover numerous topics, including the history of the Internet; Internet Services; the technologies 
underlying the World Wide Web; and best practices of Social Networking (Web 2.0). Students will receive hands-on instruction 
in HTML and will develop expertise in advanced web design and management using the Dreamweaver application suite. Flash 
will be utilized for multimedia presentations. A number of projects are required of the students enrolled in this course, including 
the design and maintenance of the school’s Intranet; the creation of graphics and podcasts; and video streaming production. 
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761 HONORS COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 
 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 

Computer Science involves the understanding of programming language concepts and how these are applied to problem solving. 
The enormous growth of programming languages requires an ever-changing curriculum while the diverse student population 
requires flexibility in the pace of instruction. Computer Science courses cover problem solving, computer architecture, and 
programming concepts. This knowledge helps students understand how software is written which increases the student's ability to 
learn application software through understanding of the basic concepts and cover advanced programming concepts, which are 
useful in the preparation of various certification examinations.  Students will be able to solve significant problems related to a 
variety of applications by designing and implementing appropriate programming solutions. Skills will be developed in the 
selection of appropriate data structures, which allow efficient storage and manipulation of data.  
 

772  ENTREPRENEURSHIP/PERSONAL FINANCE 

 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisite: May not be taken concurrently with Business Economics (Principles and Applications).  Department 

Approval  

With the emergence of a global economy in the 1980s the need for this course was created.  The course seeks to examine the role 
of small business including decision-making skills, inventory, marketing and the legal aspects of business ownership.  Emphasis 
is on the use of skills such as business mathematics and the use of computers in small businesses.  Social and ethical 
responsibilities will also be examined. Personal Finance shows high school students how to manage their personal finances now 
and in the future. The program helps students realize that they are already making financial decisions, shows them how their 
decisions affect their future, and allows students to see the business applications of finance. 
 
781 HONORS BUSINESS ECONOMICS (PRINCIPLES AND APPLICATIONS) 

 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: May not be taken concurrently with Small Business Management (Entrepreneurship). 

   Department Approval 

The focus of this course is to enable the student of today's global economy to make good economic choices.  The problems of 
scarcity, productivity, supply and demand and business cycles will be examined.  Emphasis will be placed upon the various stock 
markets and their sensitivity to the Global Economy.  Use of the Computer Lab for market analysis will be included, as well as 
group learning and outside readings. 

782 MARKETING/BUSINESS LAW  

 

Grades: 11, 12  
Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

This will be a full year course divided into two subject’s area. 
 
The events of the past several years have rapidly moved us from a national to an international economy. Wherever we live, we 
live in a global marketplace. This course will bring the students the latest information in national and international marketing. It 
will encourage a higher-order of thinking skills and prepare them for continued learning in post secondary schools. The course 
will cover the Economic Foundations of Marketing, Marketing and Business Foundations, Human Resource Foundation and the 
Functions of Marketing (selling, promotions, distribution, pricing, purchasing).  
Understanding Business & Personal Law provides a thorough overview of the basics of law, including ethics and technology 
issues. Through journal activities, Internet research activities that encourage them to get involved in their communities, students 
get hands-on practice they need to build a stronger understanding of chapter concepts. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

 
 

The English Department of Bishop Shanahan endeavors to convey to its students the heritage of their language providing students 
with an appreciation of the language as a communicating tool.  Thus, special attention is given to recognizing the power of 
language to communicate, to influence, to interpret, and to appreciate.  This command of language is conveyed through the skills 
of vocabulary, grammar, usage, reading, thinking, analyzing, writing, and speaking taught in each grade. 
 
Since literature is the passing down of human experience and thought, the approach to literature by the department will be 
handled with reverence and care, realizing that the contact with the work of the writers is more important than their history.  Since 
association with the beauty of precise and ordered thought almost inevitably leads to a greater appreciation of the universe and its 
Lord, we, as members of a Catholic high school, consider the study of language arts to be one of the most important components 
of the curriculum. 
 

 
211 HONORS ENGLISH 1-GENRE 

 

Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

 

This course, designed for students with exceptional academic ability in language arts, will focus on the development of writing 
skills using the writing process. Vocabulary, grammar, and speaking skills will be taught as students improve expression of ideas 
in spoken and written English. A study of various genres will provide the foundation of the literature program as students read, 
reflect, write and share their responses to the literary works. Special emphasis will be placed on writing the complete research 
paper, using online resources, as well as printed material. Students will develop critical reading and thinking skills, especially in 
preparation for PSAT. 
 
 
212 ENGLISH 1-GENRE 

 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

This course, designed for students with high academic ability in language arts, will focus on the development of writing skills 
using the writing process. Vocabulary, grammar, and speaking skills will be taught as students improve expression of ideas in 
spoken and written English. A study of various genres will provide the foundation of the literature program as students read, 
reflect, write and share their responses to the literary works. Special emphasis will be placed on writing the complete research 
paper, using online resources, as well as printed material. Students will develop critical reading and thinking skills, especially in 
preparation for PSAT. 
 

 

213 ENGLISH 1-GENRE 

 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

This course, designed for students with general academic ability in language arts, will focus on the development of writing skills 
using the writing process. Vocabulary, grammar, and speaking skills will be taught as students improve expression of ideas in 
spoken and written English. A study of various genres will provide the foundation of the literature program as students read, 
reflect, write and share their responses to the literary works. Special emphasis will be placed on writing the complete research 
paper, using online resources, as well as printed material. Students will develop critical reading and thinking skills, especially in 
preparation for PSAT. 
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214 ENGLISH 1-GENRE 

 

Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: 4 

This course, designed for students with basic academic ability in language arts, will focus on the development of writing skills 
using the writing process. Vocabulary, grammar, and speaking skills will be taught as students improve expression of ideas in 
spoken and written English. A study of various genres will provide the foundation of the literature program as students read, 
reflect, write and share their responses to the literary works. Special emphasis will be placed on writing the complete research 
paper, using online resources, as well as printed material. Students will develop critical reading and thinking skills, especially in 
preparation for PSAT. 
 

221 HONORS ENGLISH 2-AMERICAN LITERATURE 

 

Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation / Above 90 Average in English 1 

 
This course, designed for students with exceptional academic ability in language arts, is a survey of American Literature. The 
focus of students’ reading and writing will be the chronological study of American Literature from the Colonial Period to the 
present. Strong emphasis will be placed on writing and the writing process and includes vocabulary, grammar, and preparation for 
the PSAT.  Skills of research, including online as well as printed material, will provide the foundation for the research paper. 
 

222 ENGLISH 2-AMERICAN LITERATURE 

 
Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

 

This course, designed for students with high academic ability in language arts, is a survey of American Literature. The focus of 
students’ reading and writing will be the chronological study of American Literature from the Colonial Period to the present. 
Strong emphasis will be placed on writing and the writing process and includes vocabulary, grammar, and preparation for the 
PSAT.  Skills of research, including online as well as printed material, will provide the foundation for the research paper. 
 

223 ENGLISH 2-AMERICAN LITERATURE 
 
Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

 
This course, designed for students with general academic ability in language arts, is a survey of American Literature. The focus of 
students’ reading and writing will be the chronological study of American Literature from the Colonial Period to the present. 
Strong emphasis will be placed on writing and the writing process and includes vocabulary, grammar, and preparation for the 
PSAT.  Skills of research, including online as well as printed material, will provide the foundation for the research paper. 
 

224 ENGLISH 2-AMERICAN LITERATURE 

 

Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: 4 

This course, designed for students with basic academic ability in language arts, is a survey of American Literature. The focus of 
students’ reading and writing will be the chronological study of American Literature from the Colonial Period to the present. 
Strong emphasis will be placed on writing and the writing process and includes vocabulary, grammar, and preparation for the 
PSAT.  Skills of research, including online as well as printed material, will provide the foundation for the research paper 
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231 HONORS ENGLISH 3-BRITISH LITERATURE 

 
Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation / Above 90 Average in English 2 

This course, designed for students with exceptional academic ability, will concentrate on an in-depth study of British Literature 
with emphasis on works from the Anglo-Saxon era to the twentieth century.  The focus will include strengthening students’ 
ability to read, analyze, and criticize literature. Students will continue to develop skills of vocabulary, grammar, critical writing 
and thinking, especially in preparation for the PSAT as well as the new SAT. Writing formal essays, along with the skills of 
research online and printed material, will be incorporated into the steps in developing the completed research paper. 
 
 
232 ENGLISH 3-BRITISH LITERATURE 

 
Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

This course, designed for students with high academic ability, will concentrate on an in-depth study of British Literature with 
emphasis on works from the Anglo-Saxon era to the twentieth century.  The focus will include strengthening students’ ability to 
read, analyze, and criticize literature. Students will continue to develop skills of vocabulary, grammar, critical writing and 
thinking, especially in preparation for the PSAT as well as the new SAT. Writing formal essays, along with the skills of research 
online and printed material, will be incorporated into the steps in developing the completed research paper. 
 

 

233 ENGLISH 3-BRITISH LITERATURE 

 

Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

This course, designed for students with general academic ability, will concentrate on an in-depth study of British Literature with 
emphasis on works from the Anglo-Saxon era to the twentieth century.  The focus will include strengthening students’ ability to 
read, analyze, and criticize literature. Students will continue to develop skills of vocabulary, grammar, critical writing and 
thinking, especially in preparation for the PSAT as well as the new SAT. Writing formal essays, along with the skills of research 
online and printed material, will be incorporated into the steps in developing the completed research paper. 
 

 

235 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
 

Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: 90 Average in English 2/Teacher Recommendations 

Advanced Placement English is designed for students who wish to earn college credits in English while still in secondary school.  
The Advanced Placement course is offered to students recommended and approved by their tenth grade teachers.  The course is 
designed for students who are interested in studying and writing using various rhetorical strategies and devices in preparation for 
effective literature and writing courses in college. Extensive reading, discussions and analysis of non-fiction writers are important 
components of this course. Additionally, preparation for the Advanced Placement exam will be provided throughout the course.   
All students will be required to pay for and to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May of their junior year. 
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241 HONORS ENGLISH 4-WORLD LITERATURE 
 
Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation / Above 90 Average in English 3 
 
This course, designed for students with exceptional academic ability, will introduce students to a study of major world authors 
whose original works were written in a language other than English.  Emphasis will be placed on independent analysis and 
criticism of these writers' works, leading students to an appreciation of other cultures and people.  Frequent independent activities 
and projects are essential to this class, which is also designed to improve both spoken and written articulation of ideas and 
thoughts.  A requirement for this course is research using both print and online materials, resulting in a full research paper, 
stressing formal organization, logical development, and substantiation of a thesis employing rules of MLA documentation. Skills 
of test-taking, especially the new SAT will be stressed. 
 

242 ENGLISH 4-WORLD LITERATURE 
 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

 
This course, designed for students with high academic ability, will introduce students to a study of major world authors whose 
original works were written in a language other than English.  Emphasis will be placed on independent analysis and criticism of 
these writers' works, leading students to an appreciation of other cultures and people.  Frequent independent activities and projects 
are essential to this class, which is also designed to improve both spoken and written articulation of ideas and thoughts.  A 
requirement for this course is research using both print and online materials, resulting in a full research paper, stressing formal 
organization, logical development, and substantiation of a thesis employing rules of MLA documentation. Skills of test-taking, 
especially the new SAT will be stressed. 
 

243 ENGLISH 4-WORLD LITERATURE 
 
Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

This course, designed for students with general academic ability, will introduce students to a study of major world authors whose 
original works were written in a language other than English.  Emphasis will be placed on independent analysis and criticism of 
these writers' works, leading students to an appreciation of other cultures and people.  Frequent independent activities and projects 
are essential to this class, which is also designed to improve both spoken and written articulation of ideas and thoughts.  A 
requirement for this course is research using both print and online materials, resulting in a full research paper, stressing formal 
organization, logical development, and substantiation of a thesis employing rules of MLA documentation. Skills of test-taking, 
especially the new SAT will be stressed. 
 
 
245 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: 90 Average in English 3/Teacher Recommendations 
 

Advanced Placement English is designed for students who wish to earn college credits in English while still in secondary school.  
Students are involved in both the study and practice of writing and the study of literature.  Writing assignments focus on the 
critical analysis of literature and include essays in exposition and persuasion.  With the desired goal of honest, effective use of 
language and the organization of ideas in a clear, coherent, and persuasive way, students study and write in response to several 
representative works from various genres and periods.    All students will be required to pay for and to take the Advanced 
Placement Examination in May of the current school year. 
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251 DRAMA IN PERFORMANCE 

 

Grade: 11, 12 

Credits: 0.5 

Track: Honors 

 This course must be taken with Power Speak 

The course is a one-semester elective that will explore theatre as a creative idea expressed in performance-art in action. Theatre is 
a highly collaborative art that requires effort by an ensemble, a group whose individuals function together to create a whole. 
Additionally, students will engage in individual performances such as delivery monologues and engaging in improvisational 
exercises. The course will focus on four major strands: Acting, Directing and Producing, Technical Theatre and Screenplay 
Writing. The path to live theatre will be an exciting journey for everyone involved. 
 

261 POWER SPEAK 

 

Grade: 11, 12 

Credits: 0.5 

Track: Honors 

 This course must be taken with Drama in Performance 

This one-semester course will focus on developing all aspects of rhetoric and oratory so that students become engaging, 
persuasive, and competent public speakers. Students will delve into different types of public speaking such as persuasive and 
informative speaking, radio and TV announcing, and debating. 
 
 
 

FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 
 

VISUAL ARTS PROGRAM 

 

The purpose of the Art Program is to create through curriculum an atmosphere that will encourage the student to become more 
creative.  To achieve this goal we strive: 
 

• To provide activities which foster the acquisition of skills while engaging in a wide range of emotional, intellectual, 
sensory, and aesthetic experiences 

• To develop the existing perceptual skills which might provide a broader sense of reality 
• To provide visual and manipulative experiences for a deeper understanding of self and of others 
• To reveal art as a worthy activity for a life’s work as well as provide credible opportunities  to serve and to enrich the 

lives of others in the community. 
 

822 BASIC DESIGN (VISUAL FUNDAMENTALS)  (ART 1) 
 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 
 
This course explores the basic elements, principles, and vocabulary of art. Critical discussion accompanies a sequence of studio 
projects which include a wide variety of media including pencil, chalk, pen and ink markers, and watercolors. 
 

832 2D DESIGN (FORMERLY ART 2) 
 
Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisite: Introduction to Studio Art or Visual Fundamentals 
 
This course explores the principals of design and begins to introduce conceptual considerations as well as continuing technical 
proficiency. The students develop technique through practical applications, lectures, demonstrations, and group critiques. Media 
used will include acrylics, charcoal, pen and ink, watercolor, cut paper and clay.  
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841 HONORS PORTFOLIO PREPARATION 
 
Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Basic Design, Drawing, or 2D Design 

This course offering is designed for students displaying a high degree of talent.  The course focuses upon the process by which an 
idea is transformed into a concrete visual image.  Projects will be directed toward fulfilling the portfolio requirements for 
admission to a post-secondary Art School. 
 
845 ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART: 2D DESIGN 

 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisite: Basic Design, Drawing or 3D Design and Department Approval 

This course is for highly motivated students who are seriously interested in the study of art; the program demands significant 
commitment. It is highly recommended that students have previous training in art. Summer assignments are required. The course 
content follows the syllabus as dictated by the College Board. All students taking AP Studio Art are required to submit a portfolio 
to the College Board AP scoring program and to pay the fee charged by the College Board of $86.00. 
 

862 INTRODUCTION TO STUDIO ART 
 
Grade: 9 

Credits: ½ (One-Semester Course) 

Track: 2 

Prerequisite: Art Department Approval 

Note: This course fulfills the Fine Arts Credit 

This course is designed for talented art students who are considering a career in Art. The students will work with a variety of 
media emphasizing the elements of art.  Class size is limited. Admission is granted upon evaluation. 
 

851 HONORS DRAWING (formerly Drawing/Ceramics) 
 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

This course emphasizes the development of drawing skills in a variety of media including pencil, charcoal, pen and ink, chalk, 
and conte crayon. 
 
852 HONORS 3D DESIGN (formerly Drawing/Ceramics) 

 

Grade: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

This course focuses on 3D design including in depth work in the ceramic techniques of hand building and wheel throwing as well 
as other sculpture processes. 
 

855 AP 3D DESIGN 

 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisite: Intro to Studio Art, Drawing, 2D Design, or Portfolio and Department Approval 

 

This course is for highly motivated students who are seriously interested in the study of art; the program demands significant 
commitment. It is highly recommended that students have previous training in art. Summer assignments are required. The course 
content follows the syllabus as dictated by the College Board. All students taking AP Studio Art are required to submit a portfolio 
to the College Board AP scoring program and to pay the fee charged by the College Board of $86.00. 
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THE MUSIC PROGRAM 
 

The study of music is an integral part of the student's program of learning.  It is an area of curriculum concerned with subjective 
responses, positive growth and is dependent on structured experiences.  The music department affords each student the 
opportunity to develop intellectually and aesthetically.  Students are given careful attention so as to discover, develop, and nurture 
their God-given talents.  The department accepts the responsibility to provide comprehensive experience that will foster good 
self-esteem, good citizens and caring children of God. 
 
872 RELATED ARTS 
 

Grade: 9 

Credits: ½ (One-Semester Course) 

Note: Required Course 

This basic course is designed to develop a positive attitude toward the fine arts - arenas of self-expression.  Students are taught to 
observe, listen, think critically, and form valid opinions.  Lectures, films, recordings, and the textbook are the tools used to foster 
an appreciation for music art, drama, and dance. 
 
879 INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 1 

 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Credits: ½  

Note: No Quality Points 

 
This beginning course is designed for those students with little or no previous experience on a band instrument.  The course 
includes a weekly private lesson with a staff  instructor or approved  private teacher and a supervised bi-weekly  group/ensemble 
rehearsal.  At the completion of this course, students should have achieved a playing level that would qualify them for 
participation in the concert and/or stage bands. 
 

880 INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 2 

 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Credits: ½  

Note: No quality points 

This second level course is designed for those students who have met the requirements of the first level.  This course includes a 
weekly private lesson with an instrumental instructor and a supervised bi-weekly  group/ensemble rehearsal.  At the completion of 
this course, students should have achieved a playing level that would qualify them for participation in the concert and/or stage 
bands, second  chair. 
 

886 INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 3 

 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Credits: ½  

Note: No quality points 

This intermediate level course is designed for those students who have met the requirements of the second level.  This course 
includes a weekly private lesson with a staff instructor or approved private teacher and membership in the concert and/or stage 
bands.  Attendance at two one and one half (1 ½) hour rehearsals is mandatory.  Participation in scheduled performances is 
required.   
 
887 INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 4 
 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Credits: ½  

Note: No quality points 

This advanced level course is designed for those students who have met the requirements of the intermediate level. This course 
includes a weekly private lesson with a staff instructor or approved private teacher and membership in the concert and/or stage 
bands.  Attendance at two one and one half (1 ½) hour rehearsals is mandatory.  Participation in scheduled performances is 
required.  At the end of this course, students should be able to meet the musical qualifications for membership in Festival Bands 
and maintain a first chair status. 
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881 HONORS MUSIC THEORY I 

 
Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 

 
Fundamentals of music theory, including notation, vocabulary, intervals, triads, time signatures and major and minor keys are the 
focus of instruction.  Skills developed include sight-singing, ear-training, transposition and part writing.  Stress is placed on 
individual needs and differences.  The final is an original composition that is all inclusive of the course content. 
 

891 HONORS MUSIC THEORY II 

 
Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Theory 1 & Department Approval 

 
This college level course of study is intended for those students with exceptional musical skills and self-discipline.  Instruction in 
harmonization, arranging, composition and transposition is designed for those students who wish to pursue a career in music. 
 

 

888 Concert Band -- Stage Band 

 

Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 

Concert Band is required as a laboratory period for all students in Instrumental Music.  The curriculum includes attendance at all 
rehearsals and participation in all public performances (assemblies, concerts, festivals, and school functions).  Students meet on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays after school. (60 minutes per session) 
 
The Stage Band is an ensemble of students, which specializes, in jazz and rock styles.  The Stage Band rehearses twice a week 
after Concert Band. (60 minutes per session) 
 
890 Mixed Chorus -- Choral Ensemble 

 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Department Approval 

 
Mixed Chorus is an elective offered to develop a worthwhile musical experience.  No previous experience is required.  It is meant 
to provide all students, regardless of talent, the opportunity to sing in a musical ensemble using four-part harmony, and is 
designed to care for, preserve, and develop adolescent/adult voices. The study and performance of choral literature are designed to 
nurture musical growth.  Participation in all performances is required.  Rehearsals are held every Monday and Wednesday after 
school. (60 minutes per session) 
 
The Choral Ensemble is a highly selective group whose members are chosen by means of an audition.  This group specializes in 
the performance of a cappella music, advanced choral literature, and music, which suggest staging.  Students are required to 
participate in all scheduled performances.  Rehearsals are held every Monday and Wednesday after Mixed Chorus. (60 minutes 
per session) 
 

896-01 Concert Band 
 

Grades:   9, 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors, 2 
 

Concert Band is required as a laboratory period for all students in Instrumental Music. The curriculum includes attendance at all 
rehearsals and participation in all public performances (assemblies, concerts, festivals, football games, and school functions). 
Students will rehearse during 8th period. 
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To receive Honors credit, the student must complete one of the two listed examples: 

1. Audition and acceptance to All Catholic Band or District Band. (Students who audition and are not selected for All 
Catholic or District Band must complete item number 2 to receive honors credit). 

2. Attend Tuesday and Thursday rehearsals after school.  (Track 2 credit is received for 8th period band. Track 2 credit is 
received for attending 8th period rehearsal only.) 

For band members in grades 11 or 12, band will replace an elective. For students in grade 10, band will take the place of 

Health/PE. These students will be required to take Health/PE during grade 11. For students in grade 9, it will take the 

place of the Related Arts/Computer Applications 1, one semester courses. This course will fulfill the related arts 

requirement, but these students will be required to take a full year computer course in grade 11 to fulfill the technology 

instruction graduation requirement. Students who participate in diocesan and district competitions will receive honors 

credit for this course. 

 

 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

 

The World Language Department offers Spanish, French, Italian and Latin. In the global society of the 21st century, a second 
language is an invaluable asset to the individual. The person who speaks and understands more than one language can utilize that 
skill in various fields such as banking, education, medicine, research, travel, marketing, etc. The study of another language also 
enhances the ability to understand primary language. Competency in another language can contribute to a better understanding 
and appreciation of others’ social and cultural habits. The World Language Department strives to provide a solid foundation in the 
basics of the target language while following the recognized Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century. 
(Lawrence KS: Allen Press, 1999). The World Language Department focuses specifically on communicating in languages other 
than English, gaining knowledge and understanding of other cultures, and developing insight into the nature of language and 
culture.  
 

402 ITALIAN 1 

 
Grade:            9 

Credits:            1 

Track:             2 

Italian 1 is an introduction to the basic skills of world language study. The aim is to learn to communicate effectively and 
accurately in Italian as it is spoken and written today. Practice is given in listening, speaking, reading and writing. In addition, 
Italian 1 introduces the student to contemporary Italian life and culture via DVD, CD and text content. 
 
407 ITALIAN 2 

 

Grade:           10 

Credits:            1 

Track:              Honors, 2 

Prerequisite:   Italian 1 and teacher recommendation 

Italian 2 continues the work begun in Italian 1 through a more comprehensive study of the basic skills of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. Italian 2 introduces more complex grammatical structures while continuing to develop, broaden and deepen 
the student’s understanding of Italian life and culture via DVD’s, CD’s and text content. 
 
409 HONORS ITALIAN 3 

 

Grade:            11 

Credits:             1 

Track:             Honors 

Prerequisite:    Italian 2 and teacher recommendation 

Italian 3 aims to strengthen the listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills of students who have mastered the complex 
grammar and translation skills covered in Italian 2. This course provides interesting and relevant reading of short novels, as well 
as additional material pertaining to Italian American culture. Students will also begin to work on writing proficiency through the 
introduction of directed paragraph construction as well as perfecting advanced conversational skills through presentations. 
 
 



 19 

452 FRENCH 1 

 
Grades: 9, 10, 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

 
French 1 in an introduction to the basic skills of language study which include listening, speaking, reading and writing. Each 
section leads the student from a closed-ended, structured practice toward open-ended communication allowing a student to learn 
the grammar rules using thematic vocabulary from each chapter. The program includes on-location photography, video and 
animated grammar activities, on-line exercises and resources for every chapter. These components effectively reach a generation 
raised on computers. 
 
461/462   FRENCH 2 
 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors, 2 

Prerequisites: French 1 and Teacher Recommendation 

French 2 continues the work begun in French 1 by means of the Tape Program with greater emphasis on listening comprehension 
and speaking skills.  Writing skills are developed gradually and lead, by carefully graded questions, to composing short 
compositions. Students in Honors Track will move at a more rapid pace with additional oral and written work. 
 

471/472  FRENCH 3 
 
Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors, 2 

Prerequisites: French 2 and Teacher Recommendation 
 

French 3 aims to strengthen the listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills of the students who have mastered the basic 
concepts of French.  The course provides for vocabulary expansion and development, interesting and relevant reading, a 
comprehensive review of grammatical concepts and useful conversation.  Literary selections represent a wide range of areas 
within the French-speaking world, from a geographical, as well as, from a social point of view.  Students in Honors Track will 
move at a move rapid pace with additional oral and written work. 
 

481/482  FRENCH 4 
 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Tracks: Honors, 2 

Prerequisites: French 3 and teacher recommendation 

 

French 4 is an advanced study which continues the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Communication and 
proficiency is the goal of every presentation. The student synthesizes that has been learned in the previous three years. French 4 
includes a variety of informative, cultural and literary readings in the target language from the Francophone world. The topics 
range from current events, sports, politics to art and history. Guided steps are used to improve the writing process. In addition, 
each chapter provides on-line resources for further study. 
 
491 HONORS LATIN 1 

 

Grade: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Instructor and Departmental Recommendation 

 

This course will present basic Latin vocabulary, word forms and grammar in an orderly, cumulative fashion so that the student 
can achieve a fundamental reading knowledge of the language. In addition, the student will discover the influence of Roman 
culture upon later civilizations through its leaders, government, education, literature and art. This course does not fulfill the World 
Language requirement needed for graduation. 
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411 HONORS SPANISH 1 

 

Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Students with exceptional verbal, listening and reading skills may be placed in this course. Material for this course is essentially 
the same as the course content for the other Spanish I courses. Students with higher ability will be able to progress at an 
accelerated rate. Those enrolled in this course will be expected to produce more advanced writing assignments, excel in simple 
conversational skills and begin basic research projects on various cultural topics. 
 
412 SPANISH 1 

 

Grades: 9, 10, 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Spanish 1 is an introduction to the basic skills of world language study with an emphasis on speaking and listening 
comprehension. Correct pronunciation and intonation are stressed. Fundamentals of grammatical structures are presented and the 
student is introduced to the culture of the Spanish-speaking people through various educational media. Cultural research reports 
are required periodically throughout the year. 
 

413 SPANISH 1 

 

Grades: 9, 10, 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

Course description is the same as Spanish 1 (412). Students in Track 3 will progress at a slower pace. 
 
421 HONORS SPANISH 2 

 

Grades: 9, 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Spanish 1 and teacher recommendation 

Honors Spanish 2 continues the work begun in Spanish 1 through a more comprehensive and accelerated study of the basic skills 
of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students will be expected to increase their proficiency to communicate verbally and in 
writing. This will be accomplished by the study of more complex grammatical structures. Newspaper and periodical material 
pertaining to Spanish and Latin American culture will be presented. Students will also begin work in writing proficiency through 
the introduction of directed paragraph construction. Those in this course usually begin Spanish 3 grammatical constructions 
toward the end of the academic year. 
 
422 SPANISH 2 
 

Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisite: Spanish 1 and teacher recommendation 

Spanish 2 continues the work begun in Spanish 1 through a more comprehensive study of the basic skills of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing.  This is accomplished by the study of more complex grammar structures. Additional material pertaining to 
Spanish and Latin American culture is presented. Students also begin work on writing proficiency through the introduction of 
directed paragraph construction. 
 

423 SPANISH 2 

Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

Prerequisite: Spanish 1 and teacher recommendation 

Students in this course will proceed at a slower pace in covering the course content for Spanish 2. Upon completion, they may  
proceed to Spanish 3, tracks 2 or 3. 
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431 HONORS SPANISH 3 
 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Spanish 2 and teacher recommendation 
 

Students at this level will cover the same course content as other Level 3 students; however, they will progress at a more 
advanced rate eventually beginning Level 4 material. Students will be expected to converse at a more prolific rate as well as 
increase proficiency in writing of more advanced paragraphs on diverse topics including  journal entries. 
 

432 SPANISH 3 
 

Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisite: Spanish 2 with and teacher recommendation 

In this course, the student is expected to master the verb system including uses of the subjunctive. The ability to communicate in 
Spanish is stressed through total class participation in conversation, exercises, games and practice in writing. Various 
contemporary topics will be examined through the use of readers and civilization texts. Students will be exposed to an 
introduction to Spanish literature. Students will also be expected to increase their proficiency in writing through directed 
compositions and other exercises.  
 
433 SPANISH 3 

 

Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

Prerequisite: Spanish 2 and teacher recommendation 

This course is suited especially to the student who would like to continue to develop skills in spoken, written and grammatical 
Spanish but needs to move at a slower pace. Students will continue to learn the Spanish verb system and other important aspects 
of Spanish grammar as well as polish skills in writing through basic directed compositions. This is a terminal course and is not 
suited for the student who wishes to pursue a fourth year of study. 
 

441 HONORS SPANISH 4 

 

Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Spanish 3 and teacher recommendation 

This course will include a complete review of all grammar, especially the verb tenses of the indicative, subjunctive and imperative 
moods. Continued emphasis will be placed on oral communication and the improvement of writing skills through more complex 
compositions and essays as well as journal writing. A study of Spanish civilization including geography, history and art will be 
investigated through the use of supplementary texts, audio-visual materials, technology and individual research. If time permits, 
various representative literary classics will be read and analyzed. 
 
442 SPANISH 4 

 

Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisites: Spanish 3 and teacher recommendation 

The purpose of this course is to continue development of the communicative skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in 
Spanish. This course will review all the basic grammar and vocabulary learned in Levels 1, 2 and 3. Emphasis is placed on the 
authentic and topical reading materials of the text to develop and augment vocabulary, enhance reading comprehension, further 
cultural understanding and appreciation while providing a tangible and reasonable foundation on which to develop advanced 
writing skills. 
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445 ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH 

 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: AP 

Prerequisites: Review of previous Spanish grades in all courses taken and departmental recommendation 

 

This course addresses the goals of the Advanced Placement Spanish Language Examination, which covers listening, reading, 
grammar, speaking and writing in the target language. The course reviews all the basic grammar and vocabulary learned in Levels 
1, 2 and 3; but does not focus on grammar, but rather on learning the finer, distinguishing points of the basic structures. Students 
will be exposed to many venues of listening including live radio broadcasts, television news programs, etc. from the many varied 
Spanish-speaking areas of the world. Students will also be expected to read a variety of expository and narrative selections 
obtained from journalistic sources such as magazine or newspaper editions. In addition, students will also read authentic literary 
articles and learn to provide personal interpretations. The Advanced Placement Examination in Spanish Language will be 
administered to all students in this course in the spring. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

 

 

The Bishop Shanahan High School Health and Physical Education Department believes that physical self-concept, self-control, 
cooperation, conditioning, and basic competence in individual and team activities promote total wellness. 
 
Since physical fitness/wellness is a complex process of development requiring knowledge, skills, and a positive state of health, 
maintaining it is a life-long effort to practice behaviors and to make decisions that exhibit a healthy lifestyle. 

 
 

 

922 HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
Grades: 10 

Credits: 1 

Note: Required Course 

 
The Health segment of the course is designed to help students examine their lifestyles, set goals, and make plans for a future of 
optimum health.  A general knowledge of conception and birth, nutrition, drugs and alcohol, tobacco, first aid, as well as AIDS-
related topics will be presented in an attempt to advance each person's social growth and character development. 
 

This Physical Education segment of the course stresses physical fitness, skill performance, sportsmanship, and individual and 
team play.  Instruction and rules for a variety of sports and activities will be given and an opportunity will be provided for each 
student to participate in such activities as: volleyball, basketball, soccer, hockey, and aerobic dance. 
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 

 
In this age of science and technology we strive to prepare each student to further study in mathematics and to develop an educated 
person who can: 
 
• Apply elementary deductive logic in everyday affairs. 

 
• Compute with understanding and efficiency. 
 
• Appreciate the contributions of mathematics to society. 
 
• Read problems logically and seek solutions in a straightforward manner. 

 
 

 

511 HONORS ALGEBRA 1 

 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

 

This course is designed for the student who has superior mathematical ability.  The student will be introduced to the most 
important aspects of algebra and will be given a firm foundation for further study of mathematics. 
 

 

 

512/513 ALGEBRA 1 

 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2, 3 

 
This course provides a useful mathematical foundation for the skills that are necessary to function in a technical world. The 
material is presented with less depth and rigor than in the honors course, with emphasis on learning skills rather than theory. 
 

514 ALGEBRA 1 

 

Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: 4 

 

This course is for students who have struggled to be successful in Pre-Algebra, and need a mathematics course that emphasizes 
basic algebra skills, rather than theory.  The course does not contain as much rigor, but all of the main topics of a traditional 
Algebra course are covered. At the completion of the course, the student should be capable of moving on to Geometry in grade 10 
and Algebra 2 in grade 11. 
 
510 HONORS ALGEBRA 2 

 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

 

This course is intended for those students who have completed Algebra 1 in eighth grade, and who have demonstrated a facility in 
mathematics.  In addition to a review of basic algebra, the course covers functions, the complex number system, matrices, 
logarithms and exponents, and an introduction to trigonometry.  Placement in the honors course is based on three criteria: Algebra 
1 grade, grade on the diocesan Algebra exam, and recommendation from the eighth grade Algebra 1 teacher. 
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521 HONORS GEOMETRY 

 
Grades: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

 
This course is intended for those students who have completed Algebra 1 and have demonstrated mastery of the subject.  It 
emphasizes the structure of plane geometry with an overview of some selected topics in solid geometry.  Deductive reasoning is 
also covered as well as a re-emphasis on algebra topics. 
 

522/523 GEOMETRY 

 
Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2, 3 

 
This course emphasizes the basic structure of plane geometry with an introduction to solid geometry.  The student is introduced to 
the concept of deductive reasoning and formal proof, which is taught more thoroughly in Honors than in track 2 or 3.  Emphasis is 
placed on the use of algebra in solving geometry  problems. 
 
524 BASIC GEOMETRY 

 
Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: 4 

This course covers all of the required concepts of plane geometry.  The stress, however, is on application rather than on proofs.  
Some elementary proofs are required to initiate deductive reasoning lessons. 
 
531 HONORS ALGEBRA 2 

 
Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: 80 in Honors Geometry (Course #521)/Teacher recommendation 

 
In addition to a review of basic algebra, the course covers functions, the complex number system, matrices, logarithms and 
exponents, and an introduction to trigonometry. 
 
532 ALGEBRA 2 

 
Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

 
This course reinforces and expands on the theory and skills learned in Algebra 1.  In addition, logarithmic and exponential 
functions, graphing of equations and inequalities, and the complex number system are emphasized.  Word problems and 
applications dealing with these topics reinforce algebraic topics. 
 
533 ALGEBRA 2 

 
Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

 
This course is intended for those students who need Algebra 2 for college entrance but who will be non-math and non-science 
majors.  It is also for those students whose previous math work has been poor and who need to strengthen their weaknesses in 
order to study mathematics in future years.  The content is centered on the major topics of Algebra as contained in Algebra 1 with 
emphasis on practice and reinforcement of ideas. 
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530 HONORS TRIGONOMETRY / PRE-CALCULUS 

 
Grades: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites:  Teacher Recommendation 

 
This course is intended for those students who have gained a firm grasp on the fundamentals of Algebra 2.  The topics covered 
include: a thorough study of analytic geometry, functions, equation solving, the complex number system, sequences and series, 
advanced topics in trigonometry and applications of these topics.  An introduction to Calculus is also included. 
 
541 HONORS TRIGONOMETRY / PRE-CALCULUS 

 
Grades: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation 

 
This course is intended for those students who have gained a firm grasp on the fundamentals of Algebra 2.  The topics covered 
include: a thorough study of analytic geometry, functions, equation solving, the complex number system, sequences and series, 
advanced topics in trigonometry and applications of these topics.  
 

 

542 TRIGONOMETRY / PRE-CALCULUS 

 
Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Algebra 2  

 
The topics covered include: a thorough study of analytic geometry, functions, equation solving, the complex number system, 
sequences and series, advanced topics in trigonometry and applications of these topics. 
 
543 TRIGONOMETRY AND STATISTICS 

 
Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2 

 
This course is intended for those students whose college plans do include mathematics or science related study, yet would like to 
complete four years of college preparatory mathematics. It will provide students with a basic understanding of the trigonometric 
functions and their applications. It will also include a study of the basics of Statistics and Probability including definitions and 
applications of various common distributions such as the normal bell curve distribution.  This part of the course is not heavy with 
the mathematics of Statistics, but will emphasize a basic understanding of the theory and applications of Probability and Statistics. 
 
545 ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS 

 
Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisite: Teacher and Department Chairman recommendations 

 
Topics included in this course are: derivatives of polynomials, trigonometry, exponential and logarithmic functions.  
Antiderivatives of the same functions will be considered as well as practical applications of both. All students will be required to 
pay for and to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May of their senior year. 
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546 HONORS CALCULUS 

 
Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation 

Topics included in this course are the same as those in course #545.  However, the course is less rigorous and the Advanced 
Placement test in May is not a requirement. 
 
555  ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS 

 
Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisite: Teacher and Department Chairman recommendations 

 

This course will introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  
Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 

1. Exploring Data:  Observing patterns and departures from patterns, 
2. Planning a Study:  Deciding what and how to measure, 
3. Anticipating Patterns:  Producing models using probability and simulation. 
4. Statistical Inference: Estimating Population parameters and testing hypotheses 

All students will be required to pay for and to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May. 
 

553 SURVEY OF MATHEMATICS 

 
Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

Note: This course is not for students who have completed Algebra 2. 

This course has been structured to stimulate students who have limited interest or achievement in mathematics.  It is geared for 
remedial study in those mathematical problems that the student will encounter.  The emphasis is placed on consumer and career 
applications. 
 

551 PRE-ENGINEERING/COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN (CAD) 

 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

This course is intended for students who are interested in the study of engineering in college. It serves as an introduction to 
engineering in general and it surveys all of the various aspects of the many branches of engineering. Students will learn the 
prerequisites for entering the profession, the duties and responsibilities of an engineer, and the fundamentals of research, design, 
data collection, and analysis. Students will also make use of their science and mathematics backgrounds in participating in a 
number of projects and team building activities.  
The CAD portion of the course is an introduction to computer aided design, utilizing AutoCAD, which provides the framework 
for students to develop computer drafting expertise. Students will learn to create, edit, manipulate, analyze and annotate 2D 
drawings. This program is used in careers in engineering, architecture, and manufacturing. 
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 

 
Science is a tool that delves into research and investigation done by others as well as a means of original research and 
investigation.  Science is a questioning, creative process in itself, not merely a collection of facts or processes.  It questions all 
things, rejecting the notion that ideas are unchangeable, and opens itself to continual scrutiny and modification.  Science builds 
meaning through specific ways of observing, thinking, experimenting and validating.  It is the intention of the Science 
Department Program to offer to as many students as possible the opportunity to study the world at all levels of complexity 
through a variety of introductory and secondary level courses. 
 
611 HONORS INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICS CONCEPTS  

 

Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

 

This course places emphasis on the relationship between mathematics and physical principles as a means of predicting behavior in 
the physical world. The goal of Conceptual Physics is to enable students to practice critical thinking and logic to lay the 
foundation for future science courses. Topics include mechanics, heat, sound, light, magnetism, atomic and nuclear physics and 
measurement. Lab activities are integral to this course.  
 

612  INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICS CONCEPTS  
 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 
 
The goal of this course is to help the student understand the concepts and ideas of physics. Mathematical computations are used as 
a means of predicting behavior in the physical world. This course will enable students to practice critical thinking and logic and 
will lay the foundation for future courses. Topics include mechanics, heat, sound, light, magnetism, atomic and nuclear physics 
and measurement. Lab activities are integral to this course. Students are given extra direction and assistance with math concepts. 
 

613  INTRODUCTION TO CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS 
 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 
 
This course is designed to provide background in the basic tenets of the principles of Chemistry and Physics.  Chemistry topics 
include measurement, properties and states of matter, physical and chemical changes, chemical reactions, the atom, and acids and 
bases. Physics topics include a study of the laws of motion, force, work and waves. The introduction and understanding of the 
Scientific Method and basic laboratory skills are included in this course. 
 

 

614 INTRODUCTION TO CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS 
 

Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: 4 
 

This ninth grade program maintains the traditional emphasis on physical science while developing reading, writing, and math 
skills.  Chemistry topics include measurement, properties and states of matter, physical and chemical changes, chemical reactions, 
the atom, and acids and bases. Physics topics include a study of the laws of motion, forces, work and waves. The introduction and 
understanding of the Scientific Method and basic laboratory skills are included in this course. 
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617 HONORS BIOLOGY (Grade  9) 

 

Grades: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

This lab-oriented course in Biology is designed for those students in the Accelerated  Science Program. 

Recognizing the universal relationship of structure and function on all levels of complexity and emphasizing the fundamental 
unity in the diversity of all life forms, Honors Biology 1 pursues an in-depth study of: biological molecules; cellular structure and 
function; Mendelian and molecular genetics; and 3 domain classifications including botany and zoology. Emphasis is on 
strengthening the abilities to organize, to interpret, and to communicate data gathered in library and laboratory research which 
prepares students for further scientific endeavors. 
 

621 HONORS BIOLOGY 1 
 

Grades: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Introduction to Physics Concepts, Algebra 1 and Geometry (concurrent with  

 Biology), and Department Approval 

Recognizing the universal relationship of structure and function on all levels of complexity and emphasizing the fundamental 
unity in the diversity of all life forms, Honors Biology 1 pursues an in-depth study of : biological molecules; cellular structure and 
function; Mendelian and molecular genetics; and 3 domain classifications including botany and zoology. Emphasis is on 
strengthening the abilities to organize, to interpret, and to communicate data gathered in library and laboratory research which 
prepares students for further scientific endeavors. 
 

622 BIOLOGY 1 

 
Grade: 10  

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisites: Introduction to Physics Concepts, Algebra 1 and Geometry (concurrent with  

 Biology), and Department Approval 

This lab-oriented course follows a general biology curriculum. Topics include: cell structure and function; molecular and 
Mendelian genetics; and classification. While investigating classification, students will become aware of viruses, bacteria, plants 
and various animal phyla. 
 

623 BIOLOGY 1 

 

Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

Prerequisites: Introduction to Chemistry and Physics, Algebra 1 and Department Approval 

 
Biology is the study of all living things.  An understanding of Biology, therefore, results in a better comprehension and 
appreciation of life.  This course emphasizes the basic unity in the diversity of life forms.  Lecture, classroom activities and 
laboratory experiences provide students with the fundamental concepts of life science, stressing the study of cells, genetics, 
classification and basic botany and zoology. 
624 BIOLOGY 1 

 

Grade: 10 

Credit: 1 

Track: 4 

Prerequisites:  Introduction to Chemistry and Physics and Department Approval 

 

This Biology I course stresses the integration of fundamental biological principles with the everyday life experiences of these 
students. Through lecture, laboratory, and classroom activities, basic studies of Zoology, Botany, Classification, Genetics, and an 
introduction to the Human Systems are included. 
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627 HONORS CHEMISTRY 1 

 
Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Honors Biology (617) , Honors Geometry(concurrent), Honors Algebra II (510), Department Approval 

 
This lab-oriented course in Chemistry is designed for those students in the Accelerated Science Program. 

 

Experimentation is used as a vehicle for the presentation of unifying principles in the study of matter and its interaction with 
energy. The purpose of this course is to encourage the student to think independently and to form the habit of questioning to 
verify assumptions by reference to evidence obtained through experimentation. Topics include matter, measurement, the atom, 
moles, chemical equations, stoichiometry, the periodic table, bonding, equilibrium, solutions, acids and bases. This course places 
heavy emphasis on the relationship between mathematical and chemical principles. 
 

647 HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 

 
Grade: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisites: Biology 1, Chemistry 1, and Department Approval 

 
Human Anatomy and Physiology is a course designed to meet the needs of those students interested in medicine, nursing, or in 
any health-related career.  Lecture and laboratory work will include topics of Histology, Biological Instrumentation, in addition to 
an in-depth study of the structure and function of the human systems in health and disease. 
 
Dissections are an integral part of this course.  Attention to correct usage of technical vocabulary and to the strengthening of 
written and oral communication skills is emphasized.  Such skills are developed in discussion and library research requirements as 
well as in formal laboratory reports and essay tests included in evaluative criteria. 
 

665 ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY  

 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: Biology 1, Chemistry 1, Physics (may be concurrent) and Department Approval 

 
The Advanced Placement Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course, usually taken 
by biology majors during their first year.  The course will include topics included in the following major areas: Molecules and 
Cells, Heredity and Evolution, and Organisms and Populations.  The main goals of the course are to help students develop a 
conceptual framework for modern biology and to help students gain an appreciation for science as a process.  This is a lab course 
and requires all students taking the course to sit for the Advanced Placement Biology Examination in May. Course content 
follows the syllabus as dictated by the College Board. A summer reading assignment is required. All students taking the AP 
Biology course are required to take the AP exam and pay the fee for the test. (approximately $86) 
 

631 HONORS CHEMISTRY 1 

 
Grade: 10, 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Biology 1, Algebra 1, Geometry, Honors Algebra 2 (may be concurrent with Chemistry),                                       

                         Department Approval 

 
Experimentation is used as a vehicle for the presentation of unifying principles in the study of matter and its interaction with 
energy. The purpose of this course is to encourage the student to think independently and to form the habit of questioning to 
verify assumptions by reference to evidence obtained through experimentation. Topics include matter, measurement, the atom, 
moles, chemical equations, stoichiometry, the periodic table, bonding, equilibrium, solutions, acids and bases. The course places 
heavy emphasis on the relationship between mathematical and chemical principles. 
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632 CHEMISTRY 1 

 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisites: Biology 1, Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 (track 2) (concurrent with Chemistry), Department Approval 

 

Experimentation is used as a vehicle for the presentation of unifying principles in the study of matter and its interaction with 
energy. The purpose of this course is to encourage the student to think and to form the habit of questioning to verify assumptions 
by reference to evidence obtained through experimentation. Topics include matter, measurement, the atom, moles, chemical 
equations, stoichiometry, the periodic table, bonding, solutions, acids and bases. Students are given additional direction and 
assistance with math concepts.   
 

633 LIVING BY CHEMISTRY 

 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

Prerequisites:  Biology 1, Math (2 yrs.) and Department Approval 

 

Living by Chemistry is a standards-based general chemistry curriculum specifically designed to encourage students with diverse 
learning styles to understand chemistry. Living by Chemistry organizes lessons within everyday, real-world contexts. Students 
will perform lab experiments to form new knowledge. They will sort and organize information, build molecular models and 
evaluate the merits and shortcomings of physical models for explaining phenomena. The course is intended for students with a 
limited mathematics background who have a sincere interest in learning chemistry. 
 

635 ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY  

 

Grade: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: Biology 1, Chemistry 1 and Department Approval 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of a first year college-level general chemistry course.  As 
such, the course is suitable only for high school students who are particularly capable in chemistry.  AP Chemistry students need 
to exhibit unusually high levels of commitment, motivation and academic maturity.  This is a lab-oriented course and requires that 
all students taking the course to sit for the AP Chemistry Examination in May. Course content follows the syllabus as dictated by 
the College Board. A summer assignment is required. All students taking the AP Chemistry course are required to take the 

AP exam and pay the fee for the test. (approximately $86) 
 

641 HONORS PHYSICS 
 
Grade: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors 

Prerequisites: Chemistry 1, Three Years of Honors Mathematics (one concurrent with Physics),              

 Department Approval 

 

Physics is concerned with the relationship between matter and energy.  The ultimate goal of Physics is to explain the physical 
universe in terms of basic interactions and simple particles.  In this rigorous, mathematics- based course, the students will study 
topics such as mechanics, waves, electricity, and nuclear physics in depth.  Emphasis will be placed on problem-solving, 
quantitative lab work and real-world applications of physical principles. This is a pre-college physics course. 
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642 PHYSICS 

 
Grade: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisites: Conceptual Physics, Biology 1, Chemistry 1, three years of track 2 Mathematics (one concurrent), 

                         Department Approval 

 

Physics is the study of the patterns of the physical world.  Emphasis is placed on strengthening the student’s ability to pursue an 
extended logical analysis of physical events.  Motion problems and vector analysis involve an understanding of orbiting satellites, 
trajectories of celestial bodies, and motion of automobiles.  Sound, light, and basic electricity are investigated.  Heavy emphasis is 
placed on mathematical relationships and skills. 
 

681  HONORS PHYSICS II 
 

Grade:   12 

Credits:   1 

Track:   Honors 

Prerequisites:  Chemistry 1, four years of Honors Mathematics (one concurrent with Physics), Honors Physics,               

Department Approval 

 

In this rigorous, mathematics-based course, which is a continuation of Honors Physics, the students will study topics such 
as electricity and magnetism, optics, fluid mechanics, thermal physics, nuclear physics, quantum mechanics, special relativity, 
and stellar astronomy and cosmology in depth. Emphasis will be placed on problem- solving, quantitative lab 
work and real-world applications of physical principles.  This is a pre-college physics course. 
 

655 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

 

Grades: 12 

Credits: 1   

Track: Advanced Placement 

Prerequisites: Biology 1, Chemistry, Physics (may be concurrent), and Department Approval 

  

While this course is intended to fulfill AP requirements, it is hoped that it will encourage students to become caretakers of the 
environment.  This course is designed to study the principles of Ecology and geology as they relate to the interrelationship of 
organisms to the physical environment.  Topics include natural phenomena, mapping, ecosystems, nutrient energy flow, predator-
prey relationships, water and carbon cycles, pollution and environmental diseases.  Students focus on man's impact on the 
environment and they are encouraged to follow current events relevant to topics studied.  Students evaluate environmental 
problems and solutions relative to moral, cultural, financial and political considerations. They are encouraged to participate in 
activities that maintain and restore the environment.  Data collection, laboratory activities and field studies are stressed. Course 
content follows the syllabus as dictated by the College Board. A summer reading assignment is required. All students taking the 
AP Environmental Science course are required to take the AP exam and pay the fee for the test. (approximately $86) 
 
652 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

 
Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

Prerequisites: Biology 1, Chemistry, Department Approval 

 

Environmental Science integrates Ecology, the Earth Sciences and Chemistry in order to study the interaction of man and his 
environment. It focuses on current and historic environmental problems and promotes problem solving techniques in order to 
identify and evaluate solutions to these problems, on both a local and global scale. Climatology, energy resources and use, 
ecosystems and energy flow, the water cycle and pollution problems are a few of the topics studied.  Environmental problems that 
are both simulated and researched include habitat loss, introduced species, environmental diseases and overuse of resources.  
Class activities, field studies and data collection are stressed. 
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653 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

 
Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3 

Prerequisites:  Biology 1, Department Approval 

 

This course is designed to give students a practical working knowledge of the ecosystems and the interaction of man.  Topics 
include geology, the ecosystems, nutrient cycles, pollution and the human impact on the environment.  Students are encouraged to 
study current events relevant to ecology, recognize environmental problems, and see the need to adjust their own lifestyle and 
attitudes as a solution to these problems.  Class activities, field studies and data collection are stressed; current events, class 
activities, field studies and data collection are required. 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 
The primary goal of the social studies department is to provide all students with a knowledge and understanding of those events 
which have shaped the world in which they live. Three social studies credits are required for graduation.  These include World 
History I, World History II and Modern American History.  A fourth year of social studies is offered as an elective for seniors. 
 
All courses are tracked, based upon student performance and ability. While the course content for each track may remain 
essentially the same, the tempo and method of instruction, skills development and testing techniques will vary. All tracks prepare 
the student for continued study on the college level. 
 
Advanced Placement courses are the most rigorous and demanding. Only those students who have received the recommendation 
of their teacher and the approval of the department chair will be admitted. Without exception, all will be required to take the 
Advanced Placement Examination in May, for which a separate fee must be paid by a date to be determined by the Studies Office. 
Additional fees may also be necessary for any supplementary or review materials required for the course.  
 
Tracks designated as Honors, two or three all provide students with a grounding in essential content area, along with the 
development of such skills as understanding the principles of cause and effect, distinguishing fact from opinion, map and graph 
interpretation and written and oral communication. On the Honors level, further emphasis is placed on the critical analysis of 
primary source materials and advanced critical thinking. 
 
Fourth track courses are part of a two year program intended to improve overall academic performance by working on such 
fundamental skills as essay writing, vocabulary development, note taking, study techniques and test taking. 
 

 

311/312/313/314 WORLD HISTORY 1: GROWTH OF CIVILIZATIONS THROUGH THE RENAISSANCE 

 
Grade: 9 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors, 2, 3, 4 

This course traces the development of human society from Prehistory, through the rise of ancient civilizations in Africa, Asia and 
Europe, to the birth of Christianity and on through the Renaissance and Reformation of the 17th century. These events will be 
examined both in the context of their times and with regard to their impact on modern life today. 
 

321/322/323/324 MODERN AMERICAN HISTORY 
 
Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors, 2, 3 
 

This course will trace the rise of the United States from the Gilded Age of the 1870’s, up through the end of the Cold War in the 
1990’s, to its current status of super power today. Also, special attention will be paid to the evolution of American democracy, 
from its English and colonial origins to the development of modern constitutional government. 
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325 ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY 
 

Grade: 10 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 
 
This course is an intensive survey of the history of the United States from its colonial foundations to the present time. It will 
examine the social, political, economic and cultural elements that have created the America of today. Students will be required to 
engage in extensive independent reading, writing and research, involving both primary and secondary sources. This course will 
fulfill the 11th grade social studies requirement. 
 

331/332/333  WORLD HISTORY II: ORIGINS OF THE MODERN WORLD 

 
Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors, 2, 3,  

 

This course continues the program of study begun in World History I, starting with the revolutions of the 17th and 18th centuries 
and continuing through to the post Cold War era of today. Special emphasis will be placed upon those factors that have shaped the 
world of the 21st century. 
 
335 ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY 

 

Grade: 11 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

 

This course provides a rigorous and in depth examination of the social, political, economic and cultural development of Europe, 
from the Renaissance of the 15th century up to the development of the European Union at the close of the 20th century. This course 
will fulfill the 10th grade social studies requirement. 
 
341/342/343 U.S. GOVERNMENT AND LAW 

Grade: 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Honors, 2, 3 

 

The first semester of this course is dedicated to the study of American Government and the law making process, so as to provide 
all students with the basic knowledge needed to participate in a free and democratic society. The second semester involves the 
study of law. Rather than emphasizing abstract legal principles, students will be introduced to such practical aspects of the law as 
criminal rights and procedures, family law, insurance, and the buying and renting of property. Throughout both semesters, 
students also will examine basic principles of the American economic system. 
 

362 CURRENT ISSUES 

 

Grade:   12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 2 

 

Using newspapers, news magazines, films and other pertinent sources, this year long course will explore the major issues of the 
times with regard to politics, government, economics and popular culture. For all those accepted, a fee will be required for 
periodical materials. 
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345 ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

 
Grade: 12 

Credits 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

 

This course examines the history of government, the different and often conflicting theories of government and the various ways 
in which governments have developed throughout the world. Specific governments to be studied include those of the United 
States, Britain, Russia, China, Mexico, Nigeria and Iran. By its very nature, this course will also involve frequent discussions of 
current problems in world politics. 
 
365 ADVANCED PLACEMENT MACROECONOMICS  (Offered in September of Odd-Numbered Years) 

 

Grade: 11 & 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

 

This course concentrates on an analytical rather than descriptive approach to the principles and problems of macroeconomics. As 
such, students should be prepared to understand and make use of various mathematical models and formulas. Topics to be 
considered include: price and output determination in the market, government spending, national income accounting, the banking 
system, monetary and fiscal policy, international trade and problems of economic growth. This course is an elective for 11th grade 
students, with any remaining seats open to the 12th grade. However, this course does not fulfill the 11th grade social studies 
requirement. 
 
355 ADVANCED PLACEMENT MICROECONOMICS (Offered in September of Even-Numbered Years) 

 

Grade: 11 & 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: Advanced Placement 

 

This course will focus on the nature and functions of product and factor markets, and the role of the government in promoting 
greater efficiency and equity in the economy. Students will gain an understanding of how basic economic principles apply to the 
functions of producer and consumer decision making. Students will use their mathematical and higher order thinking skills to 
analyze, solve, and logically defend their responses to economic problems. This course is an elective for 11th grade students, with 
any remaining seats open to the 12th grade. However, this course does not fulfill the 11th grade social studies requirement. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

 

 

 

DIOCESAN SCHOLARS 

 
Grades:            12 

Credits: 2 

Track: AP 

Limit: 6 Students 

 
The top 30 juniors, based on the first semester cumulative rank, are given an opportunity to apply for admission to the Diocesan 
Scholars Program.  Selection into this program provides the Diocesan Scholar an opportunity to take four college courses at a 
nearby Catholic college during senior year.  Advanced placement quality points will be applied to the grades earned in these 
courses. 
 

 

 

813-823-833-843 COMMUNICATION SKILLS PROGRAM 
 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Track: 3, 4 

 

A course in communication skills is offered by the Chester County Intermediate Unit's Reading Specialist.  It covers the listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills needed for all content subjects.  It is open to those students who need this support, as well as 
those who elect it and qualify for the program. 
 
 
 

DRIVER'S EDUCATION 
 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 

 

There will be a Driver's Education class at Bishop Shanahan during the first semester and the second semester.  Classroom 
instruction will be given after school.  "Behind-the-wheel" instruction is also available.  The fee for this course is dependent upon 
the agency that is providing the instruction. 
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Partnership with Bishop Shanahan High School 
 

 

Year 1 

 

1st Semester 

101.  Foundations in Psychology (3) 
 Introductory examination of the fundamental concepts of psychology with particular emphasis on the description of  
 normal human behavior, the methodology by which it is studied, and the factors influencing its modification.  
 
2nd Semester 
324.  Lifespan Development (3) 
     An overview of the human lifespan from conception to death with emphasis on major theories of physical, cognitive, 
  social, and emotional development.  
 
 

 

Year 2 

 

1st Semester 

202.  Principles of Sociology (3) 
 The presentation of basic terms, concepts, and theories to understand better the functioning of society and society’s 
  impact on the individual. 
 
2nd Semester 
227.  Decoding the Media (3) 
 It is the time of the Millennial Generation-the current group of six to seven million kids whose world never lacked     
                Chicken McNuggets, answering machines, The Simpsons or Brett Favre quarterbacking the Green Bay Packers. It is a generation  
               which is connected, with eighty percent on the net, sixty percent plugged into the radio and fifty-five percent tuning in to  
               television on a daily basis. These technological diversions offer the opportunity for a greater sense of global community- 
               a “we” sensibility where the prospects of connection appear limitless, but does that mean we always know what it is we  
               are collectively following? This course looks to establish semiotic readings of unconventional texts-films, commercials, 
               fashion, Wikipedia, music, cell phones, Simon Cowell, Sirius radio, even presidential ads-if only to determine what this 
               deluge of media is saying and perhaps scratch the surface of culture for this Millennial Generation as they prepare to 
               become the adults inciting change in this world. 
 
Additional Information: 
� Courses will be taught on the Shanahan campus by an Immaculata instructor.  
� The cost for each course is $210 ($70.00) per credit.  The fee must be paid to Immaculata before the first class meeting. An 

agreement of payment must be signed.   
� Texts must be purchased by the student. 
� Students will receive dual credit (high school credit and Immaculata University credit). 
� Seniors and/or Juniors wishing to enroll in these courses must have a cumulative rank in the top 25% of their class.  
� AP quality points will be given for these courses. 
� Students enrolled in theses courses will have access to the Immaculata University library data base.    
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CAT-BRANDYWINE PROGRAMS 
 
 

Students in eleventh and twelfth grades may participate in one of the 20 different outstanding career and technical programs 
offered at the Center for Arts & Technology, Brandywine Campus, in Coatesville. 
 
Students who choose to attend the Center for Arts & Technology are scheduled at the “home school” for required academic 
courses.  They attend the morning session at Vo-Tech that runs from 8:15 to 11:00 AM. 
 
Bus transportation is provided by the local school district and is available in the morning from Bishop Shanahan. 
 
Students receive two credits per year towards graduation if courses are completed with a satisfactory grade average. 
 
The Center for Arts & Technology offers courses in the following areas: 
 
  Animal Science Technology     Electrical Occupations 
  Automotive Collision Technology     Electronic Systems Technology 
  Automotive Service Technology     Engine Technology 
  Business Academy     Health Occupations 
  Carpentry/Cabinetmaking     Horticulture/Landscape Gardening 
  Commercial & Graphic Arts     HVAC/Refrigeration Technology 
  Computer Information Systems      Masonry 
  Cosmetology     Security & Police Sciences 
  Culinary Arts     Welding & Metal Arts 
  Early Childhood Care & Education  
 
 Allied Health Science Technology Program:  This prestigious program is for seniors who are planning to pursue post-
secondary education in a health-related career.  Students are given an opportunity to explore many health-care occupations as they 
participate in 7.5 hours per week of clinical and classroom education in a local hospital facility. 
 
Teacher Academy: This is another highly regarded program that gives seniors who are interested in pursuing a teaching career 
the opportunity to study practical theories regarding teaching and to intern at local schools with professional teachers. The 
Teacher Academy is an intensive training program designed to give students in-depth teaching experiences alongside teacher 
mentors. 
 
Students interested in courses at CAT-Brandywine or in the Allied Health or Teacher Academy programs should report to the 
Guidance Center for brochures and applications. 
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

The Guidance Program at Bishop Shanahan High School is a comprehensive, developmental program concerned with the 
educational, emotional, and social development of all students.  A basic assumption of the program is that individuals, from time 
to time, require help in understanding themselves in relation to the world and dealing with the immediate problems they face. 
 
Services offered include educational, college, career and personal counseling, parental consultation and referral to outside 
specialists when appropriate. 

 
In addition to the regular counseling services available to the student, the Guidance Department also provides the services of a 
Student Assistance Program.  The Student Assistance Team includes members of the faculty, staff and administration.  Bishop 
Shanahan’s SAP Team is an outgrowth of the statewide Student Assistance Program. The SAP Team seeks to identify students 
who may be having serious problems and provides the students and their families appropriate sources of assistance. The SAP 
program also sponsors various support groups throughout the year. 
 
Bishop Shanahan also has a school based resource officer provided by the Chester County Intermediate Unit through Safe and 
Drug Free School funding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGE/CAREER GUIDANCE 

 

College and career guidance involves individual, small group and classroom sessions with students to assist in planning for the 
future. 
 
With the help of internet programs and various reference books, students can begin their initial investigation into college and 
career opportunities. Shanahan is pleased to introduce Family Connection from Naviance, a Web-based purchased service 
designed especially for students and families. Family Connection is a comprehensive website that you can use to help in making 
decisions about your courses, colleges, and careers. Family Connection is linked with Counselor’s Office, a service that we use in 
our office to track and analyze data about college and career plans, so it provides up-to-date information that’s specific to our 
school. 
 
To access Family Connection, you will need a personal access code, which the Guidance Department will provide for you. You 
can use that code to register for your own Family Connection account at http://connection.naviance.com/bishopshan.  
  
The following college and career resources and services are also available: 
 
 Naviance 
 An Internet Directory for College, Scholarship, and Career Sites 
 A Library of College Catalogs and Videos   
 Career Awareness Days 
 Visits by College Representatives     
 Visits by the Armed Forces 
 The Catholic Consortium College Fair 
 Shanahan’s Fall College Fair 
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BISHOP SHANAHAN HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY  
 
 
 
The Bishop Shanahan Library exists to assist the faculty and students achieve the objectives set forth in the main tenets of the 
philosophy of the school. The goals are all-inclusive: to stimulate student growth in factual knowledge, to inspire a proper 
discernment in literary choices that will result in a love of reading, and to impart the research skills that lead to information 
literacy. 
 
Our students have access to a monumental amount of information. The Bishop Shanahan Library currently houses over 15,000 
books, a variety of archived magazines used for research, and subscriptions to fifty current periodicals, professional journals, and 
daily newspapers. Non-print holdings include educational videos, CD-ROMS, electronic books, and subscriptions to quality 
online databases that can be used in school and at home. In addition, the Library is a member of ACCESS PA, a web based 
bibliographic union catalog and resource sharing guide to Pennsylvania library collections. We also participate in POWER 
Library, a database that allows access to thousands of full text periodical articles, newspapers, a major encyclopedia, plus 
photographs, pictures, charts, and maps. Fourteen computer workstations in the Library and an additional thirty-five computers in 
the Resource Lab provide access to the Internet, to the online card catalog, and to the reference sources described above. 
 
Scholastic Reading Counts is a reading motivational and management tool that promotes the love of reading among our students. 
Using online testing, our teachers and librarians match students with books that they will want to read. SRC also encourages 
educators to give incentives for extra-curricular reading. When the students are exposed to quality books that they can enjoy, they 
will become readers for life. 
 
Finally, the Library offers students the opportunity to learn how to use its many resources effectively by teaching searching 
techniques. Power Point presentations provide our students with information about the resources specific to Bishop Shanahan and 
about the research skills they need to become “information literates.” 
 
Since the Library helps both faculty and students achieve the school’s objectives, its services prove essential to the fostering of 
quality education. 
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ROSTERING 
 

Grade 10, 11, 12 
 
There are several steps in rostering at Bishop Shanahan.  They are the following: 
 

• Distribution of Course Catalogs (usually early February) 
         

• Students are recommended for placement in their respective classes.  The Department Chair and current teacher confer 
upon this process. 
 

• On a specified day, students will receive a form to request courses for the following year. During each class period, 
teachers and/or department chairs will “sign-off” on student course selections for the next school year.  At the end of the 
day, these forms are collected and sent to the Academic Office for review. 

 
• Finalized course selection forms are mailed to parents indicating the courses and the tracks of the subjects for which 

students have been approved for the following school year.  
 
• Parents and students signatures are required for formal registration along with the registration fee of $135.  This is the 

formal registration for the following year.   
 
• The student’s individual roster will then be processed. 
 
• Rosters are mailed to parents/students in August.  At that time dates will be assigned when roster conflicts can be 

adjusted prior to the opening of school. 
 
• Rosters WILL NOT be changed due to: 

-Dissatisfaction with a course or teacher 
-Displeasure with a schedule 
-Desire for early dismissal 

 -Desire for a different lunch or study hall 
 

• Students are required to carry all chosen courses, including electives, for the entire year. 
 

 

 

STUDENTS WHO DO NOT MEET THE DEADLINE DATES WILL BE CHARGED A LATE FEE OF $25.00 

 

Grade 9 
 
During the late spring the formal process of preparing rosters for the incoming freshman class begins.  By that time the vast 
majority of our future students are registered and their current schools have provided us with records including grades and 
standardized test scores.  The sequence of steps in the rostering process for incoming freshmen is as follows: 
 

• Almost all ninth graders will take seven courses all of which are required for graduation.  The primary concern of the 
Studies Office when rostering freshmen is to identify the best placement for these students in the subject areas. 
 

• Some courses are untracked for all students.  For purposes of grading and calculating ranks, these courses are designated 
as track 2. 
 

• If you have not already done so, you are encouraged to review the information concerning tracking in the assistant 
principal’s letter at the beginning of the catalog.  The major difference between the various tracks is the pace of 
instruction and the level of difficulty of assessment.  For required courses the curriculum is fundamentally the same.  
While the process described below is used to track students in the ninth grade, the major criteria for track changes in 
subsequent grades is based on class rank and student performance in the various courses. 
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• In April and May, information concerning seventh and eighth grade grades along with standardized test score data 
becomes part of the data records for each registered student in the administrative computer system. 
 

• In early June, eighth grade students who are enrolled in recognized accelerated programs for math, science and world 
language in the public and private schools are invited to “test-out” of grade 9 level courses in these areas.  Based on the 
results of this testing, qualified students are placed in higher level courses, i.e. Spanish II instead of Spanish I. 
 

• The registration program that is part of our administrative computer system is used to generate indexes for the various 
tracked subjects.  Theses indexes rank students based on their grades and standardized test scores.  Different rankings are 
generated for different subject areas by placing primary emphasis on those subject area grades.  For example, the index 
for English and Social Studies uses language arts, reading and social studies grades and standardized test scores but does 
not factor in the students’ math grades and standardized test scores to determine this index. 
 

• Separate indexes (rankings) are generated for English and Social Studies, Science, and Mathematics. 
 

• Generally greater emphasis is given to standardized test scores than subject grades in developing these indexes.  Most 
incoming students have taken the Terra Nova (CAT) test.  The local percentiles from this test are used to develop the 
index.  The local percentiles from these tests are considered the most valid basis for comparing the abilities and 
performance of students from a variety of elementary and middle school who will become our freshman class. 
 

• Students who rank in the top 25-30% in the index are rostered for the honors level courses.  Students who rank in the 
next 45-50% are rostered at the track 2 level with the final 20-25% rostered into the track 3 or 4 programs. 
 

• The student’s individual rosters will then be processed. 
 
• Rosters will be mailed to parents/students in August.  At that time dates will be assigned when roster conflicts can be 

adjusted prior to the opening of school. 
 
• Rosters WILL NOT be changed due to: 

-Dissatisfaction with a course or teacher 
-Displeasure with a schedule 
-Desire for early dismissal 

 -Desire for a different lunch or study 
 
 
 
 

ROSTER CHANGE 
 
At the end of the first cycle of classes (six days), the roster conflict and change process is concluded. 
 
The rostering process allows ample time for students and parents to consider course selection decisions.  The necessity to consider 
changing or dropping a course once the school year has begun should be for serious and compelling reasons.  Course change and 
drop requests will be reviewed by the instructor and appropriate chairperson.  The instructor and chairperson will make a 
recommendation to the assistant principal for academic affairs. 
 
Rosters WILL NOT be changed due to:  dissatisfaction with a course or teacher, displeasure with a schedule, desire for early 
dismissal, and/or desire for a different lunch or study hall. 

 
Electives are courses opted for by the student to either fulfill requirements or to satisfy a seven-period class day. Students are 
required to carry all chosen courses, including electives, for the entire year. Serious consideration should be given to any and all 
elective courses chosen by the student. No permission will be granted to drop a class, including electives, after the first week 

of school.  
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TRANSCRIPTS 
 
Official transcripts must be sent by MAIL to any institution requesting such information. 
 
It is the policy of Bishop Shanahan High School, in accordance with the Diocesan policy, not to send any transcripts if the 
student’s tuition and fees are not up to date. 

 

 

REQUIRED COURSES 
 

 
Each student is required to carry a course load resulting in seven (7) credits in Grades 9 and 10.  For Grades 11 and 12 each 
student is required to carry a course load resulting in at least six (6) credits.  Archdiocesan policies require 26 credits for 
graduation. 
 
The following courses are required in each year.  The remaining number of electives may be selected from the elective courses 
offered in the various departments. 
 
 

 
FRESHMAN YEAR SOPHOMORE YEAR JUNIOR YEAR SENIOR YEAR 

Theology 1 Theology 2 Theology 3 Theology 4 

English 1 English 2 English 3 English 4 

World History 1 United States History World History 2 4 or 5 Electives 

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics  

Science Science Science  

Foreign Language/ 
   Language Skills 

Foreign Language/ 
   Language Skills 1or 2 Electives  

Related Arts or  Intro to Art  
(1 Semester) 
Computer Applications 1 
(1 Semester) 

Physical Education 
  (1 Semester) 
Health 
   (1 Semester) 

  

 

 

 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
The State of Pennsylvania requires 4 credits in English, 2 credits in Western and non-Western Cultures, 1 credit in American 
Studies, 3 credits in Mathematics, 3 credits in Science and 5 credits in electives.  A course in Physical Education, Health, Related 
Arts and Computer Applications 1 is also required.  The Archdiocese of Philadelphia requires 4 credits in Religious Studies and a 
total of 26 credits in order to receive a diploma from an Archdiocesan High School. 
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METHOD OF OBTAINING HONORS 

BY GENERAL AVERAGE 

 

Each grade for tracked courses is multiplied by the credits associated with that course and rounded to the nearest whole number.  
The results are accumulated.  The credits for tracked courses are also accumulated. 
 
The accumulated credits are divided into the accumulated grades; the result is rounded to the nearest whole number. 
 
 

EXAMPLE: 

 
COURSE TRACK  CREDIT GRADE  RESULTS   

RELIGION 2  1.00 90  90   
ENGLISH 2  1.00 85  85   
SOCIAL STUDIES Honors  1.00 90  90   
MATHEMATICS 2  1.00 89  89   
SCIENCE Honors  1.00 91  91   
LANGUAGE 2  1.00 85  85  GENERAL 

HEALTH/PHYS.ED. 2  1.00 95  95  AVERAGE 

   7.00   625  89 
 
 

 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRST HONORS 

 

General Average of 90; no grade below 90. 
 
 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR SECOND HONORS 

 

General Average of 85; no grade below 85. 
 
N.B. 
 
A failure in any minor subject or an incomplete in any subject eliminates a student from either honor roll.  A “W” or an “I” in any 
subject eliminates a student from the honor roll.  It is considered a failure until it is rectified. 
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QUALITY POINTS TABLE 
 
 

 
 

Grade 

Advanced 

Placement 

 

Honors 

 

Track 2 

 

Track 3 

 

Track 4 

      

100 54 48 44 40 36 

99 53 47 43 39 35 

98 52 46 42 38 34 

97 51 45 41 37 33 

96 50 44 40 36 32 

95 49 43 39 35 31 

94 48 42 38 34 30 

93 47 41 37 33 29 

92 46 40 36 32 28 

91 45 39 35 31 27 

90 44 38 34 30 26 

89 43 37 33 29 25 

88 42 36 32 28 24 

87 41 35 31 27 23 

86 40 34 30 26 22 

85 39 33 29 25 21 

84 38 32 28 24 20 

83 37 31 27 23 19 

82 36 30 26 22 18 

81 35 29 25 21 17 

80 34 28 24 20 16 

79 33 27 23 19 15 

78 32 26 22 18 14 

77 31 25 21 17 13 

76 30 24 20 16 12 

75 29 23 19 15 11 

74 28 22 18 14 10 

73 27 21 17 13 9 

72 26 20 16 12 8 

71 25 19 15 11 7 

70 24 18 14 10 6 

69 23 17 13 9 5 

68 22 16 12 8 4 

67 21 15 11 7 3 

66 20 14 10 6 2 

65 19 13 9 5 1 

64 18 12 8 4 0 

63 17 11 7 3 0 

62 16 10 6 2 0 

61 15 9 5 1 0 

60 14 8 4 0 0 

 

Each course earns a number of quality points determined by the credit given the course, the track and the grade earned. 
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RANK IN CLASS 
 

RANK IN CLASS WILL BE DETERMINED BY AVERAGE QUALITY POINTS 

 
This is determined in the following manner.  The quality points earned in a course are multiplied by the credits given for that 
course.  These points are added to determine the total quality points.  The total number is then divided by the number of credits 
using the adjustment table indicated below.  This gives an advantage to those students who carry a heavier course load. 
 

ADJUSTMENT TABLE 

 

 
Credits Subtract 

  
Between          0.00 and 5.00 0.00 

5.01 to 5.99 0.10 
6.00 0.15 
6.01 to 6.99 0.20 
7.00 0.25 

 
 
Therefore a student who earned 283 quality points in courses worth 7 credits would have the total divided by 6.75 and would 
receive a quality point average of 41.93. 
 

LETTER GRADE AND OVERALL AVERAGE VALUE CONVERSION TABLES 
 

 

This table indicates the value 
given for letter grades for 
transfer students entering 
Bishop Shanahan. 

A
+
 98 C

+
 77 

A 95 C 75 

A
-
 93 C

-
 73 

B
+
 87 D

+
 72 

B 85 D 70 

B
-
 83 F 65 

 

 

This table indicates the grade point 
average equivalents for overall 
averages calculated at the end of each 
quarter and semester as indicated by 
official transcripts and report cards. 
90-100 4.0  75 2.4 

85 3.5  74 2.2 

80 3.0  73 2.0 

79 2.9  72 1.8 

78 2.7  71 1.6 

77 2.6  70 1.0 

76 2.5  60-69 0.0 
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EDUCATIONAL INTEGRITY 
 

Integrity is that quality by which a person is true to his or her convictions in the face of opposition.  It is a value that Bishop 
Shanahan High School endorses, a value we encourage our students to adopt.  Consequently, any student who violates educational 
integrity and engages in any form of cheating, plagiarizing, or stealing of academic material is subject to both academic and 
disciplinary penalties. 
 
 

1. Cheating is defined as the giving, receiving or copying of information by any means, including the use of electronic 
devices, for class work, homework, reports, projects, quizzes, tests, or assessments. 

 
2. Plagiarism is defined as the submission of work that is determined by the teacher not to be original.  If a student has 

consulted a source, whether published or not, and has incorporated any language, structure, ideas, or thought into his 
or her work without acknowledging that source, the student is guilty of misrepresenting the work as his or her own. 

 
3. Stealing is defined as the taking, copying, or examining academic materials belonging to other students with or 

without their permission or to teachers without their permission. 
 
Penalties will be determined by the teacher in consultation with the Department Chair, and may include: 
 
 

1. A zero (0) in the class work or homework assignment, report, project, quiz, test, assessment, etc. thereby resulting in 
an automatic lowering of the quarter, semester, and final grades. 

 
 2A.  If the zero (0) is for a major grade, the matter will be reviewed by the Department  Chair in consultation with the       
                      Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs.  This may result in a grade as low as 60 for the quarter. 
 
 2B.  Demerits and/or detention if approved by the administration. 
 
 2C.  Any other consequence deemed appropriate by the Administration.  The student’s  parents will be notified by the  
                      teacher in writing (notation on Progress Report or Report Card), by phone call, or by email. 
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GRADING 
 

Report cards are distributed quarterly.  Tentative distribution dates appear on the school calendar.  The highest report card grade 
that may be given is 100; the lowest passing grade is 70; the lowest failing grade is 60. 
 
Excellent (A) 90-100  Passing (D) 70-72 
Superior (B) 80-89  Failing (F) Below 70 
Average (C) 73-79    
 
 
The quarter grade reflects the progress that a student has made during that period.  This grade reflects achievement on major tests 
and quizzes, completion of homework assignments, and classroom participation.  These are major components in determining the 
quarter grade.  Major projects and research papers, which are reasonably spaced over the quarter, are also used. 
 
The semester grade is computed by adding the two quarters’ grades.  The final grade is the average of the two semester grades. 
 

 

FAILURE WARNINGS 
 

When a student is not performing at a satisfactory level or is in danger of failing for the semester or the entire school year, 
notification will be sent to the parents/guardians at least twenty school days before the close of the marking period.  Approximate 
dates are noted on the school calendar.  A notice of unsatisfactory work may be issued later in the marking period if the student’s 
academic performance changes dramatically. 
 
Teachers are not required to issue a failure warning for a potential quarter failure. 
 
 
 

 

FAILURE AND SUMMER SCHOOL POLICY 
 
Bishop Shanahan follows the Archdiocesan policy regarding summer school which states, “All students in archdiocesan high 
schools with final failures in major subjects, both required and electives, must attend the Archdiocesan summer school 

currently located at Monsignor Bonner or Cardinal Dougherty.” 
 
A senior who fails any subject, elective or required, must attend the archdiocesan summer school, may not participate in the 
graduation exercises, and does not receive a diploma until the successful completion of summer school. 
 
Archdiocesan directives state that students with excessive absences (20), not excused by medical certification, do not successful 
complete the school year until they make up the time missed in an approved diocesan summer school.  This applies even though 
there are no academic failures.  In this situation, the student attends the classes in which the lowest passing grade was received.
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STATEMENT OF POLICY ON DISMISSAL AND ACADEMIC PROBATION 
 

 

The following is the diocesan policy on dismissal and probation. 
 

1.  Students who receive THREE scholastic failures at the end of the school year are liable to dismissal. 
 
2. Any student with two failures at the end of the school year is put on probation.  If this student has two failures at the 

end of the following year then he/she is liable to dismissal.  If he/she has one failure at the end of the following year 
he/she remains on probation.  If he/she should have two failures the next year while still on probation, he/she is liable 
to dismissal. 

 
3.  Ninth grade students with five (5) failures at the end of the first semester are liable to dismissal. 
 
4.  Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth grade students with four (4) failures at the end of the first semester are liable to 

dismissal. 
 
5.  Students on probation who have three (3) failures at the mid-term are liable to dismissal. 
 
 
 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE STUDIES OFFICE, ASIDE FROM THE REGULATIONS CITED ABOVE, HAS 

THE RIGHT TO PLACE ANY STUDENT ON ACADEMIC PROBATION IF SUCH ACTION IS DEEMED 

NECESSARY. 

 

ANY SENIOR STUDENT WHO HAS ANY FAILURE IN JUNE CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN THE GRADUATION 

CEREMONY.  A DIPLOMA WILL NOT BE AWARDED UNTIL THE FAILURE HAS BEEN RECTIFIED. 
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Textbooks 
 
The following is a listing of the textbooks in use in the various academic areas during the 2009-2010 school year. 
 

            
Our Catholic Faith:Living 
What We Believe Ave Maria Press 2006 Michael Pennock 9 2 

New American Bible-
Catholic Ed. Fireside Michael Pennock 9 2 

Journey Through the New 
Testament Harcourt Teresa LeCompte 10 2 

Written On Our Hearts:The 
Old Testament Story of 
God’s Love 

St. Mary’s Press2002 Mary Reed Newland 10 2 

Your Life In Christ Ave Maria Press 2008 Michael Pennock 11 2 

The Church: Our Story Ave Maria Press 2006 Patricia Morrison Driedger 12 2 

R
e

lig
io

n
 

Vocation:Our Response to 
God’s Call Harcourt 2008  12 2 

 Catechism of the Catholic 
Church 

US Catholic 
Conference Libreria Editrice Vaticana All All 

  

PH Literature Prentice Hall 2007 Kinsella 9 H,2 

Readers Choice Course 4 Glencoe 2000 
 Chin et al. 9 3,4 

Vocabulary Workshop  
Level E 

Sadlier-Oxford 
 

Jerome Shostak 
  9 All 

American Experience Prentice Hall 2002 
0-13-05479 Kinsella 10 H 

The American Experience 
  

Pearson/Prentice Hall 
2007 Kinsella 10 2 

American Literature Glencoe 2000 
0-02-63542 Chin et al. 10   3,4 

Vocabulary Workshop  
Level F 

Sadlier-Oxford 
 Jerome Shostak 10 All 

Writing with a Purpose 
Houghton-Mifflin 
2001  
 

  11 AP 

E
n
g

lish
 

The Prentice Hall Reader Prentice Hall 2007  Miller 11 AP 



 50 

50 Essays” A Portable 
Anthology 

Bedford/St. Martin 
2004 Cohen 11 AP 

British Tradition Prentice Hall 2005 PH Board 11 H 

British Tradition Prentice Hall 2007 
0-13-131720-2 Kinsella 11 2 

Reader’s Choice British 
Liter. 

Glencoe 2000 
0-02-63543 Chin et al. 11 3 

Vocabulary Workshop  
Level G 

Sadlier-Oxford 
 Jerome Shostak 11 All 

Literature: An Intro to 
Fiction, Poetry, Drama & 
Writing 

Pearson 
 Kennedy 12 AP 

Vocabulary Workshop Level 
H 

Sadlier-Oxford 
0-8215-761 Jerome Shostak 12 All 

World Masterpieces Prentice Hall 2003 
0-13-06820 Corcoran et al. 12 H 

World Literature Holt Rinehart 2000 
0-03-05561 Albert et al. 12 2 

 

The Language of Literature McDougall, Littlel1 
2006 Applebee 12 3 

            

World History: The Human 
Experience: The Early Years 

Glencoe McGraw-Hill 
1999 Farah & Karls 9 H 

World History: Connections 
To Today: Volume I Prentice Hall 2001 Ellis, Eisler, Beers 9 2,3 

Essential World History Amsco School 
Publications 2006 Brun 9 4 

Mastering Social Studies 
Skills 

Amsco School 
Publications 2003 Pelisson 9 4 

United States 
History:Preparing for the AP 
Exam 

Amsco School 
Publications 2006 Newman & Schmlabach    10 AP 

US History & Government 
2nd Edition 

Amsco School 
Publications 2001 Peiser & Serber 10 H,2 

United States History Globe Fearon 1999 Meyers 10 3 

Essential US History Amsco School 
Publications 2007   Roberts & Franklin 10 4 

S
o

c
ia

l S
tu

d
ie

s 

Mastering United States 
History Skills 

Amsco School 
Publications 1999 Pelisson 10  4 



 51 

The Western Heritage 8th 
Edition Prentice Hall 1998 Kagan,Ozment,Turner 11 AP 

World History: Modern 
Times 

Glencoe McGraw-Hill 
2003 Jackson Spielvogel 11 H 

World History:Connections 
to Today: The Modern Era Prentice Hall 1999 Ellis,Eisler,Beers 11 2,3 

World History: The Modern 
Era Prentice Hall 2009  Ellis & Eisler 11 2,3  

Countries and Concepts: AP 
Edition 

Pearson Education, 
Inc. 2006 Roskin 12 AP 

AP Comparative 
Government & Politics:A 
Study Guide 2nd Edition 

WoodYard 
Publications 2005 Wood 12 AP 

Core Economics Worth Publishers2008 Stone 11,12 AP 
Annual Editions: 
Comparative Politics 

McGrawHill/Dushkin 
2007/08 Soe 12 AP 

New York  Times Update 
Magazine Scholastic, Inc.  12 2 

 

The World Today Amsco Brun 12 2 

 Basic Principles of American 
Government 2nd Edition 

Amsco School 
Publications 1997 Sanford, Green 12 H 

 Civics For Today: 
Participation and Citizenship 

Amsco School 
Publications 2001 Wolfson 12 2,3 

 Street Law: A Course in 
Practical Law 7th Edition 

Glencoe McGraw-Hill 
2005 Arbetman, O’Brien 12 H,2,3 

 Current Issues in American 
Democracy, 2nd Edition 

Amsco School 
Publications 2001 Antell & Harris 12 2 

    
 
 

    
 
     

Expresate! Spanish 1 Holt, Rinehart & 
Winston 2006 

Humbach, Velasco, 
Chiquito, Smith, McMinn 9 H 

Ven Conmigo 1 with 
integrated multimedia 

Holt, Rinehart & 
Winston 2006 Humbach, Ozete 9,10 2,3 

Expresate! Spanish 2 Holt, Rinehart & 
Winston 2006 

Humbach, Velasco, 
Chiquito, Smith, McMinn 10 H 

Ven Conmigo 2 with 
integrated multimedia 

Holt, Rinehart & 
Winston 2000 Humbach, Ozete 9,10,11 2,3 

W
o

rld
L
a
n

g
 Ven Conmigo 3 with 

integrated multimedia 
Holt, Rinehart & 
Winston 2000  Humbach, Ozete 11,12 2  
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Nuevas  Vistas Curso de 
Introduccion 

Holt, Rinehart & 
Winston 2006 

Alvarado, Velasco, 
Maricoche 11,12 H 

Nuevas Visttas Curso Uno Holt, Rinehart & 
Winston 2003 

Baily, Cerna-Bazan, 
LaRocca, Martella, 
Tugendhat 

11,12 AP 

Workbook In Spanish- Three 
Years  Amsco Nassi, Berstein, Nuzzi 11,12 All  

Segundo  Libro Amsco Nassi, Bernstein 10,11 All  

Primer Libro Amsco  Nassi, Berstein 9,10,11 All 

Spanish Verb Drill Passport Books  Bey 12 2  

Practice Makes Perfect 
Spanish Verb Tenses 

 
Passport Books 

  
Richmond     12 2 

Ecce Roman  Pearson, Prentice 
2000 Hall, Brush, et alia 10,11,12 H  

Oggi in Italia, 8th Edition Houghton Mifflin, 
2008 

Merlonghi, Tursi, 
Merlonghi,OConnor 9,10 2 

Oggi in Italia, 
Workbook/Lab Manual 

Houghton Mifflin, 
2008 

Merlonghi, Tursi, 
Merlonghi,O’Connor 9,10 2 

Primer Libro Amsco, 1978 Gimondo 9,10 2 

Le Petit Prince Harcourt Brace Antoine de Saint Exupery 12 H,2 

Le Compagnon du Petit 
Prince Harcourt Brace Jane Denizot Davies 12 H,2 

Discovering French- Blanc McDougal Littell Valette, Valette 11 H,2 
Discovering French- Bleu McDougal Littell Valette, Valette 9, 10 H,2 
French for Mastery 2 
workbook D.C. Heath Valette, Valette 11 H,2 

Troisieme Livre Amsco Eli Blume 11, 12 H,2 

Discovering French D.C. Heath Valette, Valette 9 2 

 

Bien dit! Level 1 Holt,Rinehart,Winston 
2008 

DeMado,Champeny, 
Ponterio 9 2 

 Bien dit! Level 1 Holt,Rinehart,Winston 
2008 

DeMado,Champeny, 
Ponterio 10 2 

 Bien dit! Level II Holt,Rinehart,Winston 
2008 

DeMado,Champeny, 
Ponterio 10 H 
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 Discovering French-Blanc McDougall Littell 
1998 Valette, Valette 11 H 

 Discovering French-Blanc McDougall Littell 
1998 Valette, Valette 11 2 

 Bien dit! Level III Holt,Rinehart,Winston 
2008 

DeMado,Champeny, 
Ponterio 12 H 

            

Algebra 1 Prentice  Hall 2006 Smith, Charles, et al 9 H, 2 

Algebra 2 Prentice Hall 2004 Bellman, Bragg,et al 9 H 

Algebra 1 Prentice Hall 2001 Jan Fair, Sadie C. Bragg       9     3,4 

Geometry McDougal,Littell 2009 Jurgenson, Brown, 
Jurgenson     10    H,2 

Geometry – Concepts and 
Skills McDougal Littell 2005 Arson, Boswell, Stiff     10   3,4 

Algebra 2 Prentice Hall 2006 Smith, Charles, et al     11  H,2,3 

Advanced Math-a 
Precalculus Approach Prentice Hall 1993 Ryan, Doubet, Fabricant, 

Rockhill 11,12 H 

 
Trigonometry 

 
Prentice Hall 1993 

 
Hayden, Hall 

 
12 

 
3 
 

The Practice of Statistics W.H. Freeman 2000 Yates, Moore, McCabe 12 AP 

 
Calculus Brief Edition 
 

John Wiley & Sons 
2002 Howard Anton 12 AP, H 

M
a

th
 

 
Ad. Mathematics – 
Precalculus 
 

McDougal Littell 
2000 Richard G. Brown 12 2 
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Conceptual Physics Prentice Hall  2006 Hewitt 9 H,2 
 

Physical Science, Concepts 
in Action Prentice Hall  Wysession, et al 9 3,4 

 
Biology 

 
Prentice  Hall 

 
Miller, Levine 

 
9,10 

 
H 

 
Holt Biology Holt 2008 Desalle, Heithaus 10 2,3 

 
Biology ( An Everyday 
Experience) 
 

Glencoe 2003 Kaskel, Hummer, Daniel 10 4 

Chemistry 
 Prentice Hall 2002 Waterman et al 10,11 H 

World of Chemistry McDougal/Littell 
2006 Zumdahl 10,11 2 

Biology  Pearson Cummings 
2007 Campbell, Reece 11,12 AP 

 
Chemistry- The Central 
Science 
 

Prentice Hall 2006 Brown et al 11,12 AP 

 
Living by Chemistry Series 
Alchemy, Smells, Toxins 
 

Key Curriculum 
2003,2004,2005    Stacy, Coonrod  et al 11,12 3 

Living in the Environment 
 Wadsworth 2007 Tyler Miller  12 AP 

Environmental Science, A 
Global Concern McGraw Hill 2003 Cunningham, et al 11,12 2 

Environmental Science Holt, Rinehart, 
Winston 1996 Karen Arms  11,12 3 

 
Physics 6th Edition 
 

Prentice Hall 2005 Giancoli 11,12 H 

 
Physics A World View 4th 
Edition 
 

Harcourt 2001 Kirpatric &  Wheeler 12 2 

 
Structure & Function of the 
Body 

Mosby 2000 Thibodeau & Patton 12 2 

S
c

ie
n
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Economics Institutions & Analysis Amsco Antell, Harris  11,12 H 

Entrepreneurship & Small Bus. 
Mgmt 

Glencoe McGraw Hill 
2006 Meyer, Allen  11,12 1, 2 

 
Accounting-1st year 
 

Glencoe McGraw Hill 
2004   11,12  all 

Introduction to Computer Science 
Using Java South-Western 2004 Liberty 9  1, 2 

Computer Literacy through 
Applications Glencoe Kurshan, November, 

Stone  9 

 
 

2 
 
 

Microsoft Office Core 
Certification (2 copies) EMC Paradigm 2007 Nita Rutkosky  11,12 H 

 
Adobe Web Pages 
 

Prentice Hall 2003   11,12 H  

Visual Basics 6 Course Technology 
2000 Shelly, Cashman 11,12  H  

 
HTML & XML 
 

Microsoft 2001 Michael Morrison  11,12 H  

 
Marketing Essentials 
 

Glencoe 2002 Farese 12 all 

Economics Principles & Practice Glencoe 2008 Clayton 12 H 

                   B
u

sin
e

ss/T
e

c
h

n
o
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g

y     
 
Advanced Microsoft Expert 
 

Paradigm Publishing     
2008 Nita Rutkosky  12  H 

 


