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January 17, 2012

Dear Parents and Guardians,

May the peace of the Lord fill your homes in this New Year!

Life at Bishop Shanahan is energizing as always. We give thanks to God that we are alive and well. Our students are
engaged in their learning and very involved in the daily life of our school. Shanahan is a wonderful place to be for their
formative teenage years. Spirituality, Academics, Sports, Fine Arts, and a myriad of other activities make for an en-
riching and lifegiving high school experience. We are richly blessed!

We are always looking for ways to share the good news of Bishop Shanahan with others. This week we have a golden
opportunity. We look forward to Universal Visitation Day for offrg@aders on Thursday, January 19 and our annual
Open House and Registration on Sunday, January 22 fromil3:00 p.m. There will be tours, classroom presenta-

tions, an activities fair, an opportunity to speak with department chairpersons, teachers, and students, and much more
on both days. Please spread the word to your friends and neighbors. May they come and see what Shanahan has to
offer! We look forward to welcoming the class of 2016.

At this time when we have learned of the closure of four of the diocesan high schools, we pray sincerely for all those
affected by these most difficult decisions. We pray, too, that we may continue to work together so that Shanahan may
have a long and prosperous life! | take this opportunity to thank all who have most generously contributed to our
AiShanahan Fundo and our AEndowment I nitiativeo and as
gift to these endeavors. They are very important to the continued growth and development of our school! Thank you.
For those who are in need of financial aid, the TAP application form will be on our website within the next week or so.
The BLOCS form will be available by the end of the month. You can also call our tuition office for information on

these programs. (Mrs. Wilson 68836232)

Please remember to register online at Target and Giant for programs that benefit BSHS! Every little bit helps and all
monies received are destined for the benefit of our students.

May God bless all the members of our Shanahan Community. Thank you for all your support and for choosing Bishop
Shanahan for the education of your children. May this new year bring you many blessings. If | may be of assistance to
you, please do not hesitate to be in touch with me.

Sincerely yours,

bty Bgi, Bhuckott Hor

S.Regina Plunkett IHM
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
Sister Maureen Lawrence McDermott, IHM

Dear Parents,

Happy New Year! May you and your | oved ones
you! With the New Year come all of the blessings of Winter at Bishop Shanahan.

In March we will be welcoming thiliddle States ReaccreditationTeam fromMarch 19 to
March 229 During this visit we will present our goals which will be developed through an action
plan over the next six years. Each goal is meant to take Shanahan to the next level of excellence as a
Catholic educational community.

Thefirst goalis continued growth in mathematics, particularly in the area of mathematics ap-
plication through science and the ability of our students to be able to confidently articulate mathemati-
cal concepts. Mr. Finley (Mathematics Chairperson and Mrs. Ansley Science Chairperson) will be
serving as cahairpersons of this initiative.

Thesecond goak Global Awareness and Solidarity using the Catholic Relief Services cur-
riculum as our compass. CRS focuses each year on a human need such as water, peacemaking, and
education and couples the need with particular areas of the globe who are suffering. It is our hope that
through Global Awareness our noble students will continue to develop as responsible citizens in a
gl obal community which compels them to be fAPeop

Academically, there are many changes that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia has adopted and is
in the process of developing. We have begun to:
Adopt the newNational Core Standardsin English and Mathematics.
The English 1l Classes are currently using the new core standards textbook.
Standardized testingwill be accomplished through an online test know as Performance
Series. The tests will take place in January and May in English and Mathematics.
Parents will receive copies of the test results with the fourth quarter report card.
First Semesterexams have been eliminated. Instead, each quarter will conclude with a
cumulative test. Final exams will be given in June.
Each change is intended to provide our students with the very strongest skills, especially in critical
reading, writing, and mathematics.

As we prepare for the new year, January and February always holds the challenges of inclem-
ent winter weather conditions. In the event of snow, ice, or severe inclement weather, the decision to
open, to close, or to delay opening is the resp
Shanahanés admi ni st roatheittoee largestsaneol distticks budiegdol s i o n
Shanahan: Coatesville, Downingtown, and West CheHtdre school district in which you reside is
closed, your child is excused from school in the event that Bishop Shanahan opens
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Chester County is a large area and often the weather conditions in the northern and southern
parts of the county are quite different. Two hour delays are offered by the school districts so as
to allow the road conditions to improve and to allow for extra travel time. We hope that our new-
est technology suppoi$chool Reachwill quickly supply you with inclement weather decisions
about school opening and possible closure.

The Winter months at Shanahan also are filled with so many opportunities for your child and for
yourself. | hope that you will consider joining us for any or all of the social events.

Please consider:
BSHS Parent Assoc General Meeting  1/25/12 BSHS Library

Mother/Son Communion Breakfast 1/29/12 BSHS Auditorium/
DWT Country Club
Father/Daughter Dance 2/4/12 BSHS Gym
Mother/Daughter Fashion Show 2/5/11 DWT Country Club
Parent Auction & Restaurant Fair 3/31/12 BSHS Gym
Girls/Boys Sports Events Check highschoolsports.net

www.shanahan.org

As we thank God for the beauty of the winter in sun or wind, ice or snow, we also thank
God for our great students and their devoted parents who help to make Shanahan the vibrant
school community that it is. If there is ever anything that | can do to help you, do not hesitate to
contact me. God bless each of you!

Sincerely,

Sister Maureen

Ca hollc Schols
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FROM THE OFFICE OF ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
FOR STUDENT SERVICES

Mr. Stephen Mickulik
.,

ABSENCE
If a student is absent, a parent or guardian must call the Attendance Office3383249 before 10:00a.m. The information
needed is: the studentdés name, I . D. number , homeroom sect

submit an absent note from a parent or guardian only if a phone call has not been received on the day of the absence.

ACCUMULATION OF DEMERITS: SUMMER SCHOOL
Any student who has accumulated 3 quarter failures or an equal amount of demerits or twenty two or more absences will be re-
quired to attend discipline summer school. A fee is charged for this service. Also, any student who is suspended during the
course of the year automatically becomes a candidate for discipline summer school.

CONDUCT
Every student begins each quarter with a 100 in conduct; however, demerits accumulate throughout the year and atte not reset &
any time. Students with 93 or more demerits will be liable for dismissal. He or she will be required to attend conduct summe
school if he or she is welcomed back at all. For further information, please refer to our student handbook.

PARKING LOT

THE OFFI CI AL SPEED LI MIT ON Bl SHOP SHMAPMHAHANGS PARKI
Students are reminded that parking at Bishop Shanahan is a privilege for Seniors and some Juniors. A current parking sticker
must be displayed in the left bottom corner of the-faeing window of the registered vehicle at all times on the Bishop
Shanahan parking lot. Students are welcome to park ONLY in the numbered space assigned to them. In the event that a stude
must take a family vehicle to school other than the one registered for that school year, the window decal MUST be transferred
and a note signed by a parent or guardian should be sent into the attendance office so that the student will not reteive deme
for the parking violation. Accidents that preclude the decal from being removed from the registered vehicle to bedransferre
the temporary vehicle being used while the registered vehicle is being repaired should be reported to the Studenffi§ervices of
as soon as possible.
Athletes are reminded that students may not park in the faculty lot Monday through Friday during the school year. If a member
of the faculty or staff of the school sees a student driving or parked on the faculty lot, the student may receive demerits.
Parents are asked to please refrain from dropping off and picking up students anywhere other than the pgremdadop
off lane in the main parking lot. Please refrain from driving into the faculty lot or the back parking lot by the bidelfail f
drop off or pickup.

PROPER USE OF TECHNOLOGY
Students must remember that they are guests wutiliztedng a p
nological resources. To this end, insisting on the appropriate and ethical use of ever changing technology whosedsach exten
well beyond our Woodbine Road address is crucial to keep in mind and to discuss as a family in conjunction with your school.
Please discuss the importance of internet safety and academic honesty as it relates to technology with your student so that
Bishop Shanahan High School can remain a place that continues to embrace the newest educational technologies preparing stu
dents to be highly qualified to enter higher education.

STUDENT DRIVERS
One of the hallmarks and highlights marking the change in high school status for the upper class student is the ghivitege of
ing to school. As the seasons and road conditions change and the cold and slippery weather meet us once more, fie potential
student driving accidents can increase. A good idea might be to discuss what to do, who should be called, who \aitide avail
to respond and how long it will take to arrive if your son or daughter is involved in an accident. While this topicdeveften
ered in student driving courses, how confidently aware are you of what your son or daughter would know to do in tla event th
he or she is involved in an accident, whether they are the driver or the passenger? This is a simple measure youe&an take to
duce some unnecessary stress in your Senior and Junior st
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Mr. John DeSantis

Important Reminders

Standardized Test Results
PSAT

On Tuesday January 10, 2012 Freshman and Sophomore students will be receiving PSAT score re-
ports during an assembly in the Auditorium (the Juniors received their score information prior
to Christmas)

Each of the three sections of the test, (Math, Critical Reading and Writing Skills) is scored from 20¢
80 (a perfect score would equal 240)

Included in the score report is a breakdown of the level of difficulty for the questions as well as a
listing of correct and incorrect responses

Semester Exam Testing Days
On Tuesday, January 24, 2012 assessments will be administered in class fdBusiness/
Technology , Fine Arts and the Physical Education departments.
The Testing Schedule for the other major courses is as follows

Wednesday January 25 Friday January 27 Tuesday January 31
English Math Religion
Science Language Social Studies

We will be on the Bell #1 schedule.

The testing will take place during classes.

Dismissal is at 2:45 on the Testing Days.

The EXAM will reflect the work of the entire  SEMESTER.

The EXAM grade counts as a normal test.

The Semester grade is calculated as 50% of thestlquarter mark and 50% of the 2 quarter mark.

Report Cards
Report Cards will be mailed during the week of February 11, 2012.

The distinction of First Honors or Second Honors will be calculated on the basis of the Quarter
grades.

Course Selection 2012013 School Year

Class meetings are scheduled for the week of February 21, 2012.

Course Catalogs will be distributed to the students.

You may view the course catalog now at www.Shanahan.org.

Information will be presented to the students about proper selection of their core and elective
courses and qualifications for specialized courses

n.b. Electives are courses that fulfill credit requirements and must be taken for graduation. The term
21 01 EUDYIl 2wUI i TUVUwUOwWUT 1T wi EEVwUT 1 wUOUOUET OVUwWOEa wWET
not allowed to be dropped after the roster change period closes.
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FROM THE OFFICE OF ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS
Ms. Dorothy J. Stranix

Faith.

Calholic Schools

Dates To Remember Foi
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
WEEK

1/29/2012 Mothe6Son Communion
Breakfast 10:00am Mass
Bunch following @
Downingtown Country Clul
Tickets $32. 50 per person

1/30/2012 Day of Prayer for Closing
Schools.

1/31/2012 Staff Appreciation Day

Something
To
Celebrate!

2/1/2012 Performing Arts Assembly
The Art of Inspiration
Richard Hight

2/2/2012 Teacher Appreciation Day

2/3/2012 Celebrate Service Assembly
2/4/2012 Father/Daughter Dance

7:30pm All Classes are
Welcome

OH WHAT A NIGHT! OH WHAT A NIGHT! OH WHAT A NIGHT !
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OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS, CONTINUED

JANUARY - FEBRUARY

celebration was everything you hoped for, and that in the new year ahead God

Happy New Year, and Welcome back! | hope your holidays and Christmas
bﬂ will shower you and your families with every Blessing!

Tickets for the Mother / Son Communion Breakfagill be on sale from January
4th to the 25th. at a cost of $32.50 per person.

Tickets for the Father/ Daughter Danceill be on sale from January 17th to the
31st at a cost of $20.00 per person.

DRESS SELECTION

As the time for class dances and proms draws near, please be careful to select
your dress wisely. Dresses that are form fitting, too short or that ride up are

not acceptable. Dresses which have low necklines, no necklines, or are see
through are not appropriate for a Catholic School danBéease do not buy

or wear oné In-appropriate dresses can make an evening that should have
been wonderful turn into an evening you will never forget, but for the wrong
reason. Any student who is not dressed appropriately will be asked to leave the
dance. This will affect you, your date, your parents, and the administrators and
dance moderators who will have to address the issue. Thank you!

DAFFODIL DAYS

During the week of February 13 through the 17th, the National
Honor Society will be taking orders for Daffodils in support of the
National Cancer Society. Please be mindful of the sale and do what
you can to help!




