Bishop Shanahan High School
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Class of 2012 Reading List

Required Reading for all Rising Seniors

Night — Elie Wiesel

This masterpiece is a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant autobiographical
account of the author’s survival as a teenager in the Nazi death camps.
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Optional Book List for all Rising Seniors ~ (Choose Two)

Falling Leaves - Adeline Yen Mah

Born in 1937 in a port city a thousand miles north of Shanghai, Adeline Yen
Mah was the youngest child of an affluent Chinese family who enjoyed rare
privileges during a time of political and cultural upheaval. But wealth and
position could not shield Adeline from a childhood of appalling emotional
abuse at the hands of a cruel and manipulative Eurasian stepmother.
Determined to survive through her enduring faith in family unity, Adeline
struggled for independence as she moved from Hong Kong to England and
eventually to the United States to become a physician and writer.

Kite Runner - Khaled Hosseini

The Kite Runner is a novel about friendship and betrayal, and about the price
of loyalty. It is about the bonds between fathers and sons, and the power of
fathers over sons — their love, their sacrifices, and their lies. Written against a
backdrop of history that has not been told in fiction before, The Kite Runner
describes the rich culture and beauty of a land in the process of being
destroyed. But through the devastation, Khaled Hosseini offers hope: through
the novel's faith in the power of reading and storytelling, and in the
possibilities he shows us for redemption.

The Alchemist — Paulo Coelho

This story, dazzling in its simplicity and wisdom, is about an Andalusian
shepherd boy named Santiago who travels from his homeland in Spain to the
Egyptian desert in search of treasure buried in the Pyramids.

Homeless Bird — Gloria Whelan

Like many girls her age in India, thirteen—year—old Koly faces her arranged
marriage with hope and courage. But Koly's story takes a terrible turn when in
the wake of the ceremony, she discovers she's been horribly misled; her life
has been sold for a dowry.



The Last Lecture — Randy Pausch, Jeffrey Zaslow

When Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was
asked to give such alecture, he didn't have to imagine it as his last, since he
had recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer. But the lecture he gave—
"Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams"—wasn't about dying. It was about
the importance of overcoming obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of
seizing every moment (because "time is all you have...and you may find one
day that you have less than you think"). It was a summation of everything
Randy had come to believe. It was about living.

These annotations were taken from www.barnesandnoble.com.
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